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exp Bonn — De-
monstration vor drei
Bolschaiten. Rund 200
kurdische Studenten
protestierten vor den
diplomatischen Vertre-
tungen des Irak, der So-
wietunion und der Tiir-
kel. In Spruchbindern

verlangten sie von der
Regierung des Irak, den
»Vemichtungskrieg ge-
gen das kurdische Volk
im Irak zu beenden®,
Die Sowjetunion for-
derten sie auf, ,Waf-
fenlieferungen an die
Regierung des Jrak so-

fort zu stoppen®. An die
Adresse der Tirkei
richtelen sie den Ap-
pell, .die Grenzen fiir
die  Fliichtlingsstrome
aus dem Kurdistan zu
diinen®. Die Demon-
stration  verliel  ohne |
Iwischentille.
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THE WAR IN OCTOBER

‘In retrospect, all the other campaigns between
Baghdad and the Kurds look like playing at arms
beside the intensity of the present war,’

e That is how the Financial Times correspondent
described the scale of the fighting raging in the
-Q Kurdistan area since March of this year, On the
wa_ﬂﬂg_'a{': human level, already over 100,000 refugees are in
i . ¢ camps on the Iranian border and there are potentially
Seyraresh 300,000 to 400,000 displaced persons, some of
whom could face near starvation in the more remote

ey Mawn lracy army
thrusts
deme frag plans

;,.--'*-"-r;-‘{-\mu regions of Kurdistan, The Iraqi rulers, backed by the
wm{ the Russians, are putting the bulk of the Iraqi Army
N into the battles to extinguish the resistance of the
(Boghdad Kurdish people against their tyranny,
-*u'd-s{a". Iraqgi military efforts have concentrated on two
F major fronts, Rawandiz and Ranya, both of which are
Mm.‘m"_*""nma 1 & oimes of strategic importance to the Pesh Merga, Saddam
N foeDidl T g Tikriti had calculated to arrive at the “final solution’
e Puge] = for the question before the onset of the severe winter

in Kurdistan. Hence his desperate attempts to use

_ Iraqi‘soldiers as cannon fodder for his vainglorious
ends, But, although certain regions aré important for the resistance, from supply and
strategic points of view, nevertheless, ‘the*Pesh Merga tactics, lacking in sophisticated
weaponry, are ultimately in tune with Mao’s advice about tactics in guerilla warfare:
‘Territory has been given up in order to presérve our military forces and indeed to preserve
territory, because if we do not abandon part of our territory when conditions are unfavourable
but blindly fight decisive engagements without the least assurance of winning, we shall lose
our military forces and then be unable.to avoid-loss of all our territory, to say nothing of
recovering territory already lost.’

Rawandiz and Ranya Fronts:

On the Rawandiz front, as the events during October show, the main battle has been
concentrated at the Zozik mountain range and Garu Omar Agha pass. Zozik is important
strategically as it provides useful vantage points for shelling the Balak and Galala areas, and
is near to another strategic mountain range i.e, Handreen. Garu Omar Agha provides
a possible gateway towards Galala along the Hamilton Road, and is of significance because of
its proximity to the route towards the Badinan sector of the war.

At the Ranya front, the Iraqi troop concentrations have been badly damaged by Pesh
Merga shelling and counter-attacks. Also their advance at Betwata and Makok mountain has
been halted. The Iraqgis have been aiming at penetrating Doly Shahidan (Valley of the Martyrs)
from Qala Diza, in an attempt to advance towards Galala from another direction but so far
they have been unsuccessful giving heavy casualties,

The Iraqis have assembled a formidable military machine on both Rawandiz and Ranya
fronts: 85% of the Iraqi Armed Forces are lined up on both fronts, There are more than
three divisions on each front, reinforced by units of special forces, Al-Maghaweer and
special armoured and artillery units, and 250 tanks operating on each front in Rawandiz and
Ranya.

Vo



Chronology of Military Events

Sept. 27th/28th
Fiercest Battle:

1. From 0600 hours to 1900 hours on Sept. 27th Iraqi troops used all their available
fire power in concentrated shelling and bombing of Pesh Merga positions in the Rawandiz
Front, At 1900 hours, their infantry’s (an estimated division supported by tanks) advance on
Pesh Merga positions began. A bloody battle ensued, which continued till dawn of the
following day.

2. The Iragi Army managed to capture some positions but in a heavy counter-attack
commencing at 0500 hours Sept. 28th, the Pesh Merga forced the enemy back and recaptured
these positions. Hundreds of dead government soldiers littered the battlefield, This battle
has been the fiercest and the biggest setback for the Iraqis. As a resulf, enemy planes went
berserk, bombing villages and the area indiscriminately.

3. In the morning of Sept. 28th Kurdish artillery shelled at Rawandiz and inflicted
heavy losses upon them.

4, In the afternoon of the same day, Kurdish anti-tank guns destroyed five Iraqi tanks
and a troop carrier in the Rawandiz plain,

5. Baathist troops launched two attacks, on Sept, 27th and 28th on Pesh Merga
positions at the Ranya and Betwata Fronts, The Pesh Merga forces destroyed two tanks and
badly mauled the attacking infantry, forcing them to retreat to their former positions.

6. On Sept. 28th Pesh Merga forcescheécked an Iraqi attack in the Aqra area.

7. Within 48 hours (i.e. Sept. 27th/28th), the Pesh Merga carried out 25 partisan
operations on all fronts and behind Iraqgi lines,

October 3rd
Further Encroachment upon Kurdistan. Mount Zozik:

1, The enemy has managed to wrest the southern side of Mount Zozik, Rawandiz Front,
Pesh Merga attacks are continuing to dislodge the enemyfrom the position they had taken,

2. Units from the Pesh Merga Rizgari and Khabat Divisions carried out many partisan
operations on the Dukan Road and Mount Azmir (about 5 km north of Suleimani) inflicting many
losses on the Iragis,

3. In the Ranya Front, Iraqi troops attacks on Pesh Merga positions along the whole
front are continuing. However, all these attacks have been repulsed.

4, TIraqi Air Force shelling and air raids and bombing of civilian and military targets
have greatly intensified in a ruthless manner,

October 4th
The Pesh Merga operate behind Enemy Lines:

1. The enemy attempted to advance on Garu Omar Agha, Rawandiz Front, but was
repulsed after heavy fighting,

2, Iraqgi troops managed to wrest another position on Mount Zozik,

3. In the Hamreen Div, Front, the enemy advanced north towards the Aqra-Dinarta
road but failed to gain any ground,

4. Pesh Merga guns destroyed two tanks and shot down a helicopter in the Ranya Front,
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5, During October 3rd and 4th the Pesh Merga carried o more than 24 operations on
all fronts,

October 5th

1, The enemy twice attacked Pesh Merga positions on Mount Zozik but both attacks
were foiled, Moreover, the Pesh Merga attacked enemy positions on Mount Zozik and
dislodged the enemy from many positions, But heavy shelling by the enemy prevented the
Pesh Merga from consolidating the newly gained positions, Kurdish losses were: 9 killed and
46 wounded, However, important positions in this front are still in Pesh Merga hands whose
attacks are continuing, The Pesh Merga guns have also destroyed a tank in the Rawandiz
plain,

2, Iraqi shelling in the Ranya Front has continued, but no major attack has taken place,

3, The Pesh Merga continued carrying out partisan operations behind enemy lines.

October 6th
Kurdish Casualties:

1, The Iraqis bombed and shelled Mount Zozik almost incessantly. On October 6th,
the Pesh Merga suffered some losses, That night an enemy attack on Garu Omar Agha was
repulsed. The centre of the Balak District is within the range of enemy artillery., Nawpirdan
and the hospital area in its vicinity, Galala and Choman have also been shelled,

October 8th
1. One of the Pesh Merga units entered-the town of Suleimani at night and attacked
a police patrol there.

2, In an ambush set by the Pesh Merga-near Spilik, two mercenaries were killed.

3. Pesh Merga forces in Kifri area repulsed an attacking Iraqi unit and captured
a4 mercenary.

October 15th
More Kurdish Villages Attacked:

1, Pesh Merga units attacked with mortars Iraqi posts round the Sarchinar cement
factory at night,

2. Iraqi units attacked the villages of Harmorabel and Kani Kirman in the Khanaqin
area,

October 16th
1, A Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Suleimani at night and shelled the army
garrison, Eight policemen were killed in the attack,

October 17th
Sections of Baghdad-Mosul Railway Line Destroyed:

1. Pesh Merga forces repelled enemy attacks in the Mount Hareer and Betwata valley
areas, inflicting heavy losses upon the attackers and destroying two tanks,

2. The Iragis attempted once more to rescue two tanks in the Mount Hareer area,
After a heavy battle they failed to achieve their objective and left the bodies of two soldiers on
the battleground,
3
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3. A mine laid by the Pesh Merga destroyed an Iraqi military truck in the Khanagin
area,

4, One of the Pesh Merga units destroyed part of the Baghdad-Mosul railway line last
week,

October 18th _
1. A military vehicle was destroyed by a mine laid by the Pesh Merga near Tasluja on
the Kirkuk-Suleimani road.

2, On the night of Oct. 18th a Pesh Merga unit attacked the Tuwasuran army camp near
Darbandi Sangasar in the Ranya Front,

3. During that night, a Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Suleimani and attacked
army and police outposts and the governorate building,

October 19th
1. An Iragi force attempted to advance from Qala Diza towards the village of Bara Pana
but failed, Two Iraqi troop carriers were destroyed by mines laid by the Pesh Merga,

2, The Pesh Merga shelled the Aqra army garrison inflicting losses,

October 20th
1, Enemy shelling and bombing of the Rawandiz Front is still continuing,

October 24th

Two Pesh Mergas went inside the Stuleimani garrison of the Iraqi Army and exploded 22
hand grenades, causing the death of one officer-and three soldiers, The Pesh Mergas
returned to their base safely,

October 25th
The Kirkuk-Suleimani electric linés were damaged by Pesh Merga raids.

October 27th
1. Pesh Merga attacked Iraqi posts at Jekner along the Kirkuk-Chamechamal Road.

2, Pesh Merga shelled Iraqgi units at Bardenga, near Ranya,

3. The Iraqi Koy Sinjaq garrison was bombed by Pesh Merga artillery,

October 28th

Iraqi troops supported by artillery and tanks advance in the direction of Halsho towards
Doly Shahidan (a strategic valley near Qala Diza), After a huge battle the Iraqis failed to
make headway, thus retreating leaving behind high casualties estimated at 100 dead and
wounded,

October 29th

Pesh Merga initiates intensive shelling of Iraqi positions at Papishtian, Diana,
Rawandiz, Kani Qur and Miltakar, A major Iraqi ammunitions depot at Papishtian was
destroyed,
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THE WAR TOLL

The Iraqis
The Iraqi war casualties up to October 15th are estima ted as: 5,260 soldiers and

officers dead, and 9,393 wounded. Their losses were: 296 tanks and armoured vehicles;

39 aircraft; 96 artillery pieces; 577 vehicles of various types. The Pesh Merga captured:
879 light arms; 57 transmitters; 82 ma chine guns; 33 mortars; 35 anti-tank guns and
considerable quantities of ammunition. The number of deserters from the Iraqi armed forces
to Pesh Merga side was: 935.

The Kurds
Up to October 15th the Pesh Merga suffered 535 killed and 1, 360 wounded. A number of

light arms (785), mortars (7), R. P. G.’s (10), and machine guns (18), were lost or damaged
in action and as a result of Iraqi shelling and bombing,

The number of civilian victims are 493 dead and 952 wounded.

The Iraqi Air Force m de a total of 3399 sorties against Pesh Merga and civilian
targets from March 11th to October 15th,

GENERAL NEWS

DR. SAKHAROV-CONDEMNS THE WAR

Moscow, October 3rd

Soviet Human Rights campaigner Dr, Andrei Sakharov today appealed to the United
Nations to send peace-keeping troops to Iraqi Kurdistan where he said the Iraqi Government
was waging a ‘cruel war’ against the Kurdish people.

Dr, Sakharov’s appeal was made lavailable to Western Newsmen and addressed to U. N.
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim, to delegates attending the 29th General Assembly Session
in New York, and to Soviet Party Leader, Leonid Brezhnev.

The Soviet nuclear physicist also urged the Security Council to pass a resolution ‘on the
speedy ending of military actions of Iragi Government troops against the Kurds’ and to
condemn these actions.

A third demand called on the U. N. to enjoin countries which he said were supplying
military aid to Iraq to withdraw pilots and other military specialists allegedly assisting Iragi
troops.

Dr. Sakharov charged that Iraqi troops now possessed ‘the latest military equipment
supplied from abroad - planes, bombs, tanks, napalm’ and made use of foreign pilots and dat:
from foreign reconnaissance satellites,

Dr. Sakharov also said the United Nations had so far done nothing about what he called
‘the threat of extermination by weaponry and hunger’ facing the Kurdish population of Iraq.
He said he was fully aware of the ‘unusual, unprocedural character’ of his appeal, but went
on: ‘there must be no repetition of the tragedy of Biafra, which began and took place in
similar circumstances. ’
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Dr. Sakharov, 53, is expected to be discharged tomorrow from a Moscow hospital where
he had just had an appendicitis operation. He composed the appeal in hospital and it was
distributed to newsmen by his wife, Yelena.

SUCCESSFUL AND BRIGHT EXPERIMENT IN THE DEAR NORTH’:
THE PUPPET SHOW IN ARBIL

The Iraqi Government departing from its hitherto strict ban on foreign press, invited
many journalists to go to Iraq in order to witness the opening of the so-called Legislative
Assembly for Kurdistan on October 5th, They were taken in an Antonov plane to the Kirkuk ai
base, and from there to Arbil, in Russian-made helicopters, (The original schedule was
based on a car drive, but was changed at the last moment),

Soon after the journalists landed in Arbil an American photographer’s camera was
seized by the military security, as he was accused of taking shots of the military installations
in Kirkuk, and of the battle-scarred Kirkuk-Arbil route,

There were something like 4,000 Iraqi soldiers in full battle kit, most inside open
trucks with mounted machine guns, and hundreds of white helmeted policemen on guard behind
hedges, on roofs and the streets of Arbil, as the journalists were ushered into the school
building where the ‘historic’ meeting of the Legislative Assembly for the ‘Dear North’ was
being held, There was no crowd to be seen anywhere.

Only 68 members out of 72 were present, . The oath is taken in Arabic: some Kurdish
members have difficulty in reading it and one member asked the presiding chairman fo read it
for him, Some refused to take the oath'on.the-Koran, Not a single member speaks in
Kurdish, and the name ‘Kurdistan’ is not mentioned in any of the speeches. Taha Maruf
(Mr, Tashrifati), the quisling vice-President delivers the opening speech in Arabic with little
enthusiasm, Many armed guards are filling the empty seats in the hall,

After the ceremony, the journalists were whisked on a quick tour of the Arbil castle,
where one photographer edges down into a side street to snap some Kurdish women, He is
ordered to return to the main road by an Iragi official, ' In'a matter of three hours the
journalists were flown back in daylight to Kirkuk base, where they caught the plane for
Baghdad,

It is of interest that during their whole stay in the country not a single press conference
was held to brief the journalists on any topic, Also, no one in authority granted them
interviews,

The majority of the journalists had requested formally to be taken to the war fronts,
but were flatly turned down, Only when they were preparing to leave Iraq, some officials
hinted that, ‘if they stayed another two or three weeks, they might be able to arrange a visit
to the Dear North,” One journalist was specifically told that he will be able to ‘enjoy’ a quiet
holiday in the summer resorts,

It is reported that all the members of the Assembly quickly moved back to Baghdad the
following day, as ‘the building for its deliberations is not quite ready yet.’

PLEASE MR.SPY, DECLARE YOURSELF

The Iraqi Government enacted a new law concerning foreign intelligence agents on
October 13th, according to which their activities will be punishable by death sentence,



Article 2 of the law provides for exempting from punishment anyone ‘who gives himself up to
the General Intelligence Directorate within 30 days of the issue of the law, and confesses his
connections; the tasks he has performed on behalf of the body concerned; the elements he was
co-operating with and all the information and documents in his possession’,

BAATHIST MEIN KAMPF

The ruling Revolution Command Council in Baghdad passed an edict on October 14th,
which decrees that ‘ministers and all state departments, institutions, and organisations
should use the political report issued by the Baath Party’s eighth congress, held in Baghdad,
8th-12th January 1974 as a programme and guide in discharging their functions’ Thisdecree
was published as a Law in the official Gazette.

KURDISTAN CALLING

Radio Kurdistan announced on the 15th October that the Chairman of the Relief
Committee of the International Red Cross has declared in a letter to General Barzani, that the
Baathist Government had rejected the Committee’s proposal to help the victims of the war in
Kurdistan,

The Radio expressed its appreciation for the humanitarian proposals of the I, C. R. C.
Relief Committee, and condemned the Baathist regime’s disregard for any human standards
and tenets of international law, which amounted to an open challenge to human justice,

RUMOURS ON 'THE PRESIDENT’S HEALTH

Rumours are ripe in Baghdad about the health,of the 65 year old President, Ahmad
Hassan Al-Bakr, For the last three years.there were reports about his suffering from
diabetes mellitus and heart problems, But the latest news from Baghdad indicate that he
might have chronic leukemia,

Al-Bakr’s absence in the Arab summit conference at Rabat, and news of several visits
to Baghdad by a top Harley Street Specialist, lend support to these rumours, which if
accurate, will have serious repercussions on the ruling group in Baghdad,

TOVARICH, GO HOME

Contrary to recent reports, mainly inspired by Soviet diplomats in Baghdad and Beirut,
Russian military support for the Iraq regime is increasing. Shiploads of war equipment and
supplies have been arriving in Basra recently from Russia, Part of the load had to be
diverted to Syrian ports to be transported by land to Baghdad, as the Basra docks were
damaged for a period. The provision by the Russians of a technical mission has much
improved aircraft maintenance so that the Iraqi Air Force has been able to double the number
of sorties to 30 a day on a given front, using combinations of two, four and six planes,
Russian pilots are flying the supersonic Tupolev 22 bomber, and the Sukhoi 20, in operational
missions, Colonels, Dividenko, Cravinchko and Yuri are three of those involved. A Russian
Brigadier-General, Vladimir Nikolayev is now in charge of co-ordinating ground and air
attacks at the air base in Kirkuk, The depth of Russian complicity in the war was indicated
by the events on August 20th, on the Rawandiz front, when Brigadier Alexander Vasilev was
seen directing, with General Ismail Al-Niemi, the Iraqi Assistant Chief of Staff, the
advancing Iraqi troops along the newly opened route on the northern side of Mount Korak,
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THE KURDISH QUESTION AT THE ARAB SUMMIT CONFERENCE

Gen, Barzani sent personal messages to the Arab Kings and Presidents assembled for
the Summit Conference at Rabat, October 26th to 19th, in which he emphasised the political
crisis in Iraq and the war of aggression in Kurdistan, which he attributed to ‘the arrogance
of the ruling group and its extreme oppressive and unrealistic policies, its desire to
monopolise power, and the crushing of patriotic forces without any justification and its
preference for its narrow and selfish interests over the country’s national interest.

Barzani went on to say that the present war is the continuation of the regime’s policies
against the Arab patriotic elements in Iraq, which ‘are likely to be extended to neighbouring
Arab and Islamic countries’,

Barzani proposed that the Arab Kings and Presidents should form a fact-finding mission
to investigate the situation in Iraq in order ‘to save the country all the tragedies and
bloodshed’,

ARABIZATION: CONTINUATION OF THE WAR BY RACIALIST MEANS

Concurrently with the colonial war of aggression, the Iragi authorities are continuing to
evict the indigenous inhabitants of certain areas of Kurdistan, So far they have coerced 2066
families to leave their villages and homes in the Zimar area, near Kirkuk, Mercenaries of
the Arab tribe leader, Hawas Isdaid, who carried out the evictions, looted and plundered the
villages concerned. On October 28th, 300.Arab families were moved into four Kurdish
villages in Zimar: Qara Dara, Kashkia, Amsha, Mara,

At the beginning of October, 30 families were forced to seek refuge in the liberated
area of Kurdistan: Salib Ali Habib, Ismail Sayid Husein, Omer Ali Bergo, Mahmud Tbrahim,
Ahmad Arif Muhammad, Salih Ahmad Muhammad, Ahmad Haji Murad, Suleiman Hajo Yousif,
Salih Yousif, and Salih Ali Abrahim from the village of Chiftek; Ahmad Malla Haji,
Muhammad Haji Farman, Ali Grank, ‘Ali Ahmad Rosho, Yousif Sidiq, Rashid Abdi Husein,
Ali Haji Omer, Salim Haji Omer, and"Mrs Harta Muhammed from the village of Sufian;
Ibrahim Muhammad Ali, and Muhammad Khosti Murad from the village of Omer Khalid,;
Suleiman Othman and Haji Romo Murad from the village of Hamad Agha, and Ibrahim Taimur
Khalaf from the village of Garbeer,

BAATHIST KILLINGS: INDISCRIMINATE AND WIDESPREAD

The number of mass executions and persons tortured to death is being daily intensified
by the Baathist Authorities, including members of its own Armed Forces:

= 27 members of the Iraqi Armed Forces have been executed on the pretext that they were
members of other political parties than the ruling Baath party - the only political party
by law allowed to operate within the Armed Forces.

- 11 members of various opposition underground political parties have been hanged,

- 168 Kurds from Kirkuk have been sentenced to death for possessing a quantity of tea in
excess of the 1 kilogram permitted by the regulations of the economic blockade imposed
on the Kurdish areas of Iraq by the Baghdad Government,

- 4 citizens from Sinjar area, Abid Rasho Abdi, Haji Musa Ibrahim, Majid Salim and Piro
Shoshki, were executed by the Iraq authorities in Mosul on October 2nd, -
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DOCUMENTED HANGING AND TORTURE OF CIVILIANS

In addition to the list of 65 people hanged or tortured to death by the Iragi Baath

authorities, which was attached to the Press Release No. 6, a further list has been compiled
containing the names of another 28 people.
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15,
16.
17,
18,
19,
20,
21,
22.
23,
24,
25,
26,
21,
28,

NB, DE - Date of execution DDB —Date of delivery of the body
all dates refer to this year: 1974

Husein Bromis Abdu from Khan Asfiya, Zimar, DE 17th June, Mosul, DDB 19th June,
Mulla Ali Umer al-Shimzani from Zakho, DE 27th May, Mosul, DDB 28th June,

Jakul Abdul Allah (Mrs) from Kirkuk, DE 27th May Mosul, DDB 27th June,

Abdul Muhammad Aziz from Kirkuk, DE 23rd July, Kirkuk, DDB 23rd July,

Ahmad Sofi from Zakho, DE 23rd July, DDB 23rd July.

Husein Ali Mawlud from Shaglawa, DE 12th May, Baghdad, DDB 13th May,

Haji Hamad Said from Suleimani, DE 10th August, DDB 10th August,

Muhammad Sawsan from al-Walid, Rabiaa, DE and DDB August,

Talib Sheikh Baba from Dibis, DE 10th August, Abu Ghreb, Baghdad, DDB 11th August,
Izzat Rashid, Teacher from Suleimani, DE 18th August, Kirkuk, DDB 20th August.
Hama Salih Faraj, Teacher from Suleimani, DE 18th August, Kirkuk, DDB 20th August,
Hajji Hama Jan from Suleimani, DE 18th August, Kirkuk, DDB 20th August,

Hajji Ahmad Qadir Qassab from Suleimani, DE 18th August, Kirkuk, DDB 20th August.
Rahman Muhammad Arif (Arebi) from Qara Hasan, Kirkuk, DE 17th August, Mosul,
DDB 3rd September,

Othman Mahmud from Qara Hasan, Kirkuk; DE 17th August, Mosul, DDB 3rd Sept.
Sayid Murad Bazu, from Sinjar, DE 25th-August, Mosul, DDB 27th August,

Jamal Hajji Muhammad from Kirkuk; " DE26th August, Mosul, DDB 28th August,
Jamal Zaydan Zurab from Kirkuk, DFE 26th August, Mosul, DDB 28th August,

Hanna Jabu from Zakho, DE 18th August;. Mosul, DDB 20th August,

Salah Muhammad Othman from Zakho, DE 18th August, Mosul, DDB 20th August,
Sheikh Hasan from Zakho, DE 18th August,. Mosul, DDB 20th August,

Niaman Abbas Kaka Khan from Jalawla, DE 20th- May, Baghdad, DDB 28th May,
Mullar Haydar from Duz, DE'15th May, Mosul, DDB 16th May.

Muhammad Ali, DE 22nd July, Kirkuk Prison,

A’shur Muhammad Sherif, Hanged 22nd July,

Abdul Abdullah, DE 1st August, Kirkuk Prison,

Kareem Said Heme Ameen, DE 11th Septemher, Kirkuk Prison,

Haji Abdul-Kareem Haji Saleh, 11th September, DE,

A further 33 were executed but their names were not given by the authorities.

CHRISTIANS APPEAL TO THE POPE

To: His Holiness Pope Paul VI

c.c. to: The World Council of Churches
The Ecumenical Council
The Human Rights Committee of the U, N. O,
The International Red Cross Committee

In this age of the realization of nations their rights to self-determination, the Assyrian

people of the various Christian denominations, together with their Kurdish brethren, are now
subjected to annihilation by the Iraqi Government for demanding their basic human rights,
The genocidal war waged against our people in Iraqgi Kurdistan is a blatant violation of
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internationally recognised human rights, The Ba’ath regime’s motive in this unjust war is the
annihilation of our people who yearn for a better life enjoyed by other nations of the World,
The bulk of the Iragi armed forces are currently deployed in the military aggression on
Kurdistan, As a result of the indiscriminate artillery shelling and air bombardment of
liberated Kurdistan towns and villages, the majority of the victims are women, children and
old people, Farmers’ crops are burnt and their livestock destroyed by the marauding army,
Even churches, mosques, schools and hospitals are not spared destruction, In a mean
attempt to starve the population and spread chaos, the Iraqi authorities have imposed an
economic blockade on Kurdistan, This has forced thousands of Kurdish families to take to
mountain caves as shelter from air raids, the rest have been made refugees living outside
Iraq. As to those Kurds and Assyrians inside the government-held territory, their plight is
even worse, They live under constant fear of being threatened, humiliated and persecuted.
The terror methods used by the authorities resemble those used during the Middle Ages. One
common measure is the raiding at night of homes, The families, consisting mainly of women
and children, are awakened, transported in army lorries and finally abandoned in the woods.
They are made to walk across mined tracks with fighter-bombers hovering over their heads,
until they are finally picked up by our armed partisans, Some of them die during the ordeal
from hunger, thirst or heat. Other families have their household property confiscated and left
destitute in the city streets. Young men, women and children are arrested for being related
to one of those who have joined our people’s movement, These are but a few instances of
violation of human rights, international codes and the United Nations Charter,

On behalf of all the Assyrian people of Iragi Kurdistan whom we represent, we call upon
you to intervene to save the lives of thousands of Kurdish and Assyrian families who are
threatened by the Iraqi Baath regime in both liberated Kurdistan and government controlled
territory, Below are listed a few random instances of Christian citizens being persecuted by
the Iraqi authorities,

1. ‘Toma Jejo’, a school teacher from Baghdad, whose brother is a member of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party, was kicked out of his home, humiliated and tortured to death in
prison, His mutilated body showed the marks left by an electric iron, his hands were cut off
and his eyes were gored. His grieved-family were not allowed to hold a funeral.

2, Toma’s other brother, Yousif Jejo a student wds assaulted by Ba’ath gangsters and
beaten until he lost his hearing and is now insane.

3. Mr, Israel Mrokel was taken to torture chambers., Two days later he was brought
back insane,

4, The following people have been arrested and up to now their whereabouts are
unknown: Orahim Putris, Hurmiz Daud, Yaqo Yousif, Sadi Yaqo and Mensur Memmo,

5. The home of Dinkha Toma, who has joined the Kurdish Movement, was raided in
Baghdad, His daughter, Shemoni has been missing ever since,

6. Victoria Pauls, the widow of one of our martyrs, was arrested, her whereabouts is
a mystery,

These were just a few names of the victims of the Baath terror, We shall provide you
with further names and details in due course, Again we appeal to you all to give this call
your kind considerations and act quickly before it is too late. Finally, thank you in
anticipation,

Georgis Melek Checko

Chairman of

The High Committee of the Christian
Affairs in Iraqi Kurdistan

22nd August 1974,
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PESH MERGA

No.2 December 1974 NEWS FROM KURDISTAN-IRAQ

Let My People Live

The tragedy of modern war is that it affects not only the armies trained for conilict and in systems
and methods of protection, but it also disrupts the life of the civilian population who are trained
neither in conflict nor self-defence, and so are most vulnerable. A civil war is no exception, and the
brutal decision to resort to military onslaught.in the dispute between the Iraq government and the
Kurdish people has produced its own tragedy for the aged, the women and the children. Not only
has an ordered life been disrupted by enf orced movements of population, but thousands of Kurds
have been forced to flee from areas of ivity, At least 50,000 of these people have fled to
the Badinan area of Kurdistan for refi clm‘ﬁo the Turkish border. According to Dr. Adrian
Hendrikx, a Dutch doctor sent out to Kurdistan-by Terre des Hommes, 10 children die of mal-
nutrition and diseases in Badinan, on avergge every day. The onset of winter cannot but bring
intense suffering to these refugees, many ¢ F\@@m die as a result. Communications are limited
and will grow worse. Only prompt, hum d'enlightened action can bring about relief in this
situation to those who are victims of the co t. Iran deserves credit for taking such a view and
some 100,000 Kurdish refugees are now being cared for-by the Red Lion and Sun Society.

The Geneva Convention makes clearthat Weapons of warshould not be indiscriminate in their
effects on the civil population. The same principle surely means that suffering as a result of the war
should not be indiscriminate, and that-all tmimw and social agencies should act in accordance with
this spirit. It would be open to Turkey to do so now, for it alone can offer an accessible place of
refuge for the 50,000 refugees on its borders. No consideration of policy should hold the Turkish
Government back from acting with a humanity which all the best traditions of a humanitarian
society demand. This act of mercy would not be an interference in the internal affairs of Iraq, but
the offer of a haven to unwitting victims of the fighting. It would respect the glorious tradition of
Nansen, Dunant, and the U.N. High Commission for Refugees. The world would applaud, and an
enlightened and merciful act would add its weight to progress of a just political solution which must
eventually bring the violence to an end.

PESH MERGA
Published by the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) — Foreign Representation

'
All correspondence to:

P.0. Box 129, 00170 Helsinki 17, Finland
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Significant British Move
by Liberal Spokesman

Mr. Russell Johnston, the British Member of Parliament for Inverness, and the
Spokesman on Foreign Affairs for the Liberal Party, has appealed to the British Foreign
Secretary, Mr, Callaghan, to intercede on the Kurdish people’s behalf because of the
genocidal war being waged in Iraqi Kurdistan,

In an important letter to the London Times, on November 25th, Mr. Johnston
stated, “The Iraqi Government clearly regard the present war as the decisive encounter
and are using every available means to crush the Kurds’ resistance and force them to
abandon their goal of an autonomous and democratic Kurdistan, So far even the repeated
bombing of civilian targets and the use of a whole range of highly sophisticated Soviet
military hardware, including Tupolev 22 bombers, have failed to achieve this end, but if
the war is allowed to continue in its present intensity, many Kurds face a very grim
winter indeed and possible starvation in the more remote regions of Kurdistan. There is
a pitiful shortage of trained doctors and medical supplies to deal with the many casualties
of the war, yet to date almost no aid hag been forthcoming from international organisa-
tions, nor are the usual relief agencies operating'in Kurdistan,

In the absence of an international response to the Kurds’ situation it is, to say the
least, surprising that the British Government-do not feel obliged to intercede on the
Kurds’ behalf, particularly given Britain’s historical responsibility under the League of
Nations Mandate of 1925,

The Foreign Secretary himself said in-the debate on the Queen’s Speech that we
should not remain silent on issués-of human rights and political freedoms and that the
Government would speak and act whenever and wherever they felt it to be right.

I appreciate that it is ultimately for the Government to decide when and where such
action will be taken, However, I would simply point out that the Kurds’ case indubitably
involves both human rights and political freedoms and that the Foreign Secretary should
therefore act in accordance with the admirable principles he outlined to the House.

May I say that the question of a joint condemnation of the Iraqi Government by the
Council of Ministers was raised at the last session of the European Parliament, a pro-
posal to which I naturally gave my support. It is none the less sad to reflect that the
British Parliament has failed to live up to its past record of speaking out against injustice
and that while such initiatives are being mooted in Strasbourg, at Westminster the
Kurdish question is passed over in silence,

Surely it is contradictory to protect against injustice in some parts of the world -
in Southern Africa, in the Soviet Union, in Uganda, in Vietnam - and yet to remain silent
in the face of the brutal war which is being waged against the Kurds in Iraq?

Genocide is a dramatic and often misused word, but this time I fear it may apply.”
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A Crime Against Humanity:

IRAQ USES RUSSIAN PHOSPHOROUS CHEMICALS

The Iraqi Army has introduced a new weapon to its already impressive array of
Soviet supplied hardware in use - a phosphorous projectile which poisons human tissue.

Kurdish medical analysts have prepared a report in which they say the new weapon
was used for the first time in early October on the Rawandiz Front.

Phosphorous chemicals are deployed either by shells or bombs and in contact with
human skin, will burn and poison tissues long after medical treatment has ceased,
according to Idris Barzani, member of the Political Bureau of the KDP, in a briefing to
foreign journalists, early November,

Two victims of phosphorous bombs. Zahir Said (Top) and Mahmud Rashid.
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“They are definitely not incendiary devices. They are new. There is a chemical
reaction and they poison the body,” he said. “They are ordinarily prohibited weapons.
This may be only a degree below the usage of poisonous gas,” (Two kinds of poison gas
have been supplied to the Iraqi Army by Russia. They are stored at the headquarters of
the Second Division in Kirkuk, and the Fourth Division in Mosul, as well as the Taji base
camp near Baghdad).

Dr. Kamal Naji at the Kurdish Central Hospital in Galala area said, “Two Pesh
Mergas were hit on October 23, at Garu Omar Agha, in the Rawandiz front: Mahmud
Rashid and Zahir Said. They lit up the inside of the ambulance at night. Their faces and
clothes were burnt, and their ears shrank to half their size, It is the first time it has
been used in the area.”

Napalm bombs are already a frequent weapon of war used by the Iraqis against the
Kurds, but the Iragi arsenal has much more sophisticated pieces at its disposal.

A new arrival on the battle front are the Iraqi ground to ground missiles operated
from Army vehicles against Kurdish positions, Idris Barzani, one of the leading Kurdish
military commanders, says that Iragi bombers have been dropping special cluster time-
face bombs which explode up to 72 hours after delivery making widespread regions
inoperative,

The Iraqi Armed Forces also possess the advanced Swing-Wing MIG 23 Jet Fighter
and the Medium-Range Supersonic Jet Bomber Tupolev 22 which has not as yet been
delivered to the Soviet bloc countries.

The Russians have made Kurdistan-atesting ground for the efficacy of their new
weapons and equipment. In addition to their Swing-Wing bombers and the latest
generation anti-personnel bombs, the phosphorous projectile is the latest of these lethal
weapons, the use of which is a clear breach of the Geneva Conventions, to which both
Iraq and Russia are signatories,

‘Socialist’ Iraq Links Up
with CENTO and NATO Turkey

Pipeline from Kirkuk

A contract was signed in Baghdad, on November 26th, for the construction of
a crude oil pipeline from Iraq to Turkey, in order to connect the Kirkuk oilfields with the
Turkish Mediterranean coast at Iskenderun. The contract has been awarded to the West
German firm of Mannesmann - Rohrbau of Duesseldorf,

Another contract costing ID 20,000, 000 has been signed with a sonsortium of
Japanese companies for the supplies of pipelines for the project, The total cost of the
section within Iraqi borders will be in the region of ID. 60, 000, 000,

An agreement was signed between Turkey and Iraq on August 27, 1973, for the
construction of the pipeline which will be commissioned in 1977, The Iragi Government
caused a wave of protest in the Arab world when it decided on the project through Turkey
instead of the less costlier project through the ‘Arab sisterly’ Syria.

The pipeline, one metre in diameter and 981 km. long, will carry 35,000,000 tons
of crude oil a year; 341 km, of the pipeline will run through Iraq and 640 through Turkey.
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Joint Port

The deputy Turkish Prime Minister, Erbakan, announced on September 5 that Iraq
has agreed on the construction of a port at Iskenderun jointly with Turkey. The Iraqi
Ambassador in Turkey, Mahmud Ali Al-Dawood, conveyed this decision to the Turkish
government as the outcome of the visit of Taha Al-Jazrawi, the Iraq Industry Minister, to
Ankara on August 18, A number of other projects are to be implemented jointly by Iraq
and Turkey, such as a joint merchant navy and oil refiner installations,

Grateful Baath

The Turkish Governor of Mardin in Turkey, Mr. Ergun Gokdeniz, said on Nov-
ember 9th that so far 1,867 refugees had been delivered to the Iraqi authorities, The
Iraqi Transport Minister, who arrived by air in Diyar Bekir, the day before, told the
Turkish Radio and Television reporters that he had come to Turkey to “sincerely thank
the fraternal Turkish Government for its friendly attitude.”

News & Views

HOW TO BECOME AN ARAB“WITHOUT REALLY TRYING?

The Iraq Baath Party’s official newspaper,

Y AL-THAWRA published in its edition of October 30th
peSeas W Lag S Zaila b Tpadl » 1974, No, 1907, page 3, a prominent feature regarding
baky Tmmagal} S fill pmn OLT & the regime’s’ideological views on the Kurdish question.
la slyy olachudd) (S cusdlo The-article was prompted by the visit of Michel Aflaq,
Usae olobil @la i ol o il | the Baatl; Et::;ty’s ‘Founlder Leader; to Bagll:dad, The
. sl paper printed approvingly extracts from a book by
:ﬂf;m:’:: iﬁﬁl&:}": Aflaq, ‘The Point of the Beginning’, in which he
olo ItawL-a- Al huil...S’Ld ES;‘J‘ expounds his ideas regarding the Kurdish question,

vt s & e Ll Aflaq is quoted as writing: ‘The Kurdish national
il S ¢ B, s Jige pa movement cannot contradict the Arab Revolution, And
ifey (LS Ggabesn cus (gilalge ey does, then imperialism is behind this contra-
"ot G 5V da W dgeledl sl gi0tion ) either in its creation of agent leaderships for
this movement, or through its pushing and entangling

i L IPECA TR Y of reactionary Arab governments to oppose the move-
".!!"2‘3'“ Rl (0 Slihis ment by means which are contrary to centuries of

- A > - % understanding, Kurds are Arab Muslim citizens, like
@""L& M k9:3-.5“ any other Muslim Arabs, there is no difference

between them.’

Michel Aflaq, a Christian from Damascus, has been used by the Baghdad regime to
boost the sagging morale of the party intermittently, in return for certain ‘allowances’
from the Baath Treasury,
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ARABS SENTENCED TO DEATH

Five Shiite religious leaders have been sentenced to death recently in Baghdad.
They are: Shaikh Arif Al-Basri (Baghdad); Izzidin Hassan Al-Jazairy (Najaf); Imadidin
Al-Tabrizi (Najaf) and Hussein Said Muhamad Kadim (Karbala), Four others were
sentenced to life imprisonment: Shaikh Majid Abdul Karim Al-Samai; Hussein Ibrahim
Barakah; Abdul Rahim Al-Shawki and Hadi Abdul Hussein Abbas who is a secondary
school teacher. Another 21 persons were sentenced to various prison terms but their
names are not known yet.

The above were convicted of belonging to an illegal organisation, ‘The Islamic
Mission’,

These mock trials demonstrate the lengths to which the Tikriti rulers are ready to
go to silence opposition to their colonial war against the Kurdish people.

The Shiite community is deeply shocked by the huge numbers of funerals taking
place in recent months in the holy city of Najaf, as they furnish anything up to 80 per
cent of the soldiery in a Tikriti-Sunni ruled Army,

The Shiis inhabit the South and the centre of Iraq up to the vicinity of Baghdad,
More than 70 per cent of the Arab population of Iraq are Shiis, There is obvious
sectarian discrimination against them in education, employment and army and govern-
ment posts,

RESHUFFLE IN BAGHDAD

Four Iraqi ministers were sacked ina-cabinet reshuffle, decreed by Ahmad
Hassan Al-Bakr on November 11th: Dr, Jawad Hashim (Planning); Khalid Amin Karim
(Finance); Nazar Al-Tabaqchali (State); Nihad Fakhri (Transport). There are eight new
ministers: Naim Haddad (Youth); Ghanim Abd Al-Jahil (Higher Education); Tariq Aziz
(Information); Saadi Ibrahim (Finance); ‘Hassan Fahmi Jumah (Agriculture); Tayah Abd
Al-Karim (Oil). The new foreign minister is'Sadun Hammadi (previously Oil),
succeeding Shadil Taqa, who died during the Arab Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Rabat in
October,

It is significant that the reshuffle constitutes a clear reinforcement of Baathist
Party leaders within the government, which is in direct violation of the Baath Party’s
previous rule that the percentage of Regional Leadership within the government should not
exceed one-third, It also indicates the attempt by Saddam Tikriti to fill the government
posts with Baathist elements whom he can completely dominate, such as Naim Haddad,
Tayah Abd Al-Karim and Ghanim Abd Al-Jalil, Izzat Al-Duri (the Ice Seller), a product
of Tikriti’s school of dirty tricks, has been transferred to the Ministry of Interior, whose
previous occupant, General Sadun Ghaidan, has been effectively pensioned off as the new
Minister of Communication. It is rumoured in Baghdad that Hassan Al-Bakr was not very
happy with the new reshuffle and that it took place while he has been under a depression
caused by the death of his wife, Ghaida Nada, 45, from blood cancer, early November,
and by his own deteriorating health,

DEMONSTRATION IN MOSUL

The body of Lieutenant Walid Sheet, who was killed in the Rawandiz front, arrived
in the town of Mosul, A demonstration of women who followed the funeral shouted slogans
against the Baath regime.
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NCO’s CALL-UP

The Directorate of Mobilization and Statistics in the Iraq Defence Ministry
announced on November 9 the call-up of infantry NCO's, both regular and volunteer, born
in 1944, 1945 and 1950. Of the country’s 300,000 reservists those aged up to 30 have
been called up so far,

MORE PURGES IN IRAQ ARMY

Confirmed information report that retired Major-General Sidiq Mustafa; Brigadier
Hassan Al-Naqeeb; Brigadier Aziz Tawfiq, and other high ranking oificers of the Iraqi
Army have been accused of plotting against the regime, and sentenced to death. Fadhil
Aabbas, a former police director general who allegedly infiltrated the ring, informed on
them,

It is the usual Baathist way of liquidating potential opposition among their own ranks
and outside it,

The Baathist authorities recently executed Staff Major General Hassan Mustafa,
The fate of many retired high ranking officers of the Iraqi Army who have allegedly con-
spired against the regime is unknown,

The security forces have detained about 200 people, mostly professors, doctors,
and army officers with the charge of spying,

BLOOD FOR BAATH

Confirmed reports from Kirkuk and"Arbil indicate that the Baathist authorities
take large quantities of blood out of Kurdish-citizens sentenced to death before their
execution by Army squads, for the purpose of blood transfusion to their injured soldiers
in battles in Kurdistan,

20 DAYS TO SURRENDER

The Iraqi regime has announced yet another ‘pardon’., This time it is directed at
students, “who have reported or do report to the nearest military authorities from the
penalties prescribed for them for joining the insurgents.” The decree has set the period
of 20 days effective from the date of publication of the decision in the Iraqi Official
Gazette (Nov, 24th),

FROM TIKRITI TO GENERAL AMIN

President Amin of Uganda met the Iragi Ambassador in Kampala on November 25th,
“The contents of the discussions were not disclosed. President Amin thanked Iraq for
the technical assistance it is giving Uganda in the military field” a spokesman said in
Kampala,
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KULIKOV IN BAGHDAD

The Soviet Chief of Staff and First Deputy Defence Minister, General Viktor
Kulikov, arrived in Baghdad on November 27th a the head of a delegation for a five-day
visit,

In a statement, the General said that his visit had “enabled us to get acquainted, up
close, with the military training and life of the Iraqi armed forces, It has also assured

us once again of the strength of the developing and continuing relations between Iraq and
the Soviet Union in various fields.”

The Iragi and Russian governments have already signed a protocol on economic and
technical co-operation on November 4th, covering the spheres of industry, resources,
energy, oil and transport, fisheries and training. The protocol was the outcome of the
visit to Baghdad by Semen Skachkov, the Chairman of the U, S.S. R. State Committee for
Foreign Economic Relations,

The Military Situation

Zozik Recaptured [ << TURKEY
Pesh Mergas launched a major
offensive on the main battlefront at
Mt, Zozik, to halt the Iraqi Army’s SYRIA
push through central Kurdistan, As p
the result, the Pesh Merga’s Balak
Hez (Division) has recaptured the
highest peak on Zozik from the Iraqi
troops, a strategic point which has
been the centre of heavy fighting
during the last three months, At one
time the Iraqi units were shelling
roads to Western Iraqi Kurdistaniused

Y/
to supply thousands of refugees 1A // 2
stranded near the Turkish border % (haoq i

suffering from acute food and medical /5// /s WAQ RO AN //
shortages. From Zozik they could ’ “LIBERATED" AREA
also shell Kurdish supply routes to /////// PESH MERGA CONTROL

L]

the Rawandiz battle front overlooking
the Rawandiz basin which the Army retook in August after sustaining over 2,000 fatal
casualties,

Dihok: New active front

Though some Iraqi units are still entrenched on certain sectors of Zozik, the
military tide has been turning against the Baathist offensive as the Pesh Merga gradually
is taking the initiative on all fronts. Apart from the two important fronts of Rawandiz and
Ranya, the Dihok and Aqra front saw intensive fighting as the Iraqi soldiers attempted to
overrun Pesh Merga positions, extendirg from the Khizir River in the west to the Great
Zab River in the east, An entire company of the 93rd Brigade was reported routed by the
Pesh Merga counter-attacks on November 12th, The sudden offensive in this front in
November is taken to be a diversionary tactic by the Iraqi military commanders to
relieve their increasingly worsening situation on the Rawandiz and Ranya fronts,
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Ranya and Qala Diza

On the Ranya and Qala Diza front Iraqi positions have been at the mercy of
extensive Pesh Merga artillery shelling and harassment, Three important Iraqi posts
have been captured along Mt, Makok, Kiwa Pash and Asos, It is reckoned that if the Iraqi
troops are dislodged from the Derbandi Ranya (The Ranya Gorge), a strategic point
dominating the surrounding plains, then the Iraqi forces would be in an extremely vulner-
able position, There are signs that the movements of their units indicating possibilities
of withdrawal from Qala Diza,

Partisan Operations

In addition to the three established fronts in the war, Pesh Merga units have been
carrying out partisan operations behind Iragi Army lines in the plains of Hawler (Arbil);
Altun Kopri; Koi Sinjag; Shiwa Sur; Qara Dagh and areas near Kirkuk, The Rizgari Hez
has been prominent in conducting daring raids even inside the town of Sulaimani and in
districts in the vicinity of Kirkuk,

Artillery
There is no doubt that in addition to the valiant spirit of Pesh Merga forces in

resisting the invaders the Kurdish artillery is playing an important role in inflicting
heavy losses upon the Iragi Army camps and causing a general demoralisation within
their ranks,

Meanwhile, the Russian-supplied bombers Sukhoi 20’s and Mig 23’s and Tupolev
22's (the last piloted by Russians themselves), continue their indiseriminate raids on all
areas of Kurdistan, A Sukhoi 20 was shot down near Ranya on November 13th,

‘Meticulous Calculations’?

The outlook seems uncertain for the Ifagi Army now. The famous ‘Meticulous
Calculations’ of Saddam Tikriti look like the megalomaniac dreams of a jumped-up
dictator, Time has run out for his strategy-to capture the central region of Kurdistan
before the winter rains and snows set in, Still unacknowledged officially in Baghdad, the
Kurdish war has come to dominate Irdaqi politics,  There is a widening credibility gap
about government claims, and signs of strain are appearing due to military and political
dissatisfaction with the progress of the war,

Three Choices

The military campaign looks like being pursued even during the winter months:
Parkas and boots are being airlifted from India to' equip the Iraqi Army for the winter
snows, But Idris Barzani aptly described the Iragi Army’s agonising choices at the
central Rawandiz front to journalists on November 18th: “To stay put and suffer severely
this winter; to withdraw with loss of prestige; to make an all-out attack before winter
with heavy losses,”

CHRONOLOGY OF MILITARY EVENTS

October 19

1, A tank, a bulldozer and a truck were destroyed in Diana (near Rawandiz) as
a result of Pesh Merga shelling. Another tank was destroyed in Plingan, in the Ranya
front,

2. A mine destroyed an Iraqi Army truck 12 km, north of Kirkuk,

3. The Baathist authorities in Kirkuk murdered two Kurdish citizens, Hedayet
Yasin and Hamid Mawlud from Shwan, with no specific charge.

October 20
1, As Omar Hama Rahim, a Pesh Merga on leave, was surrounded by Iragi
soldiers in the Pir Dawid village, while he wus visiting his family. In the ensuing fire
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exchange the Pesh Merga fought bravely for five hours, killing six soldiers and wounding
two, Running out of ammunition he shot himself with his pistol,

2, Pesh Merga shelled Army concentrations in Khalifan and Sherkan inflicting
heavy losses and setting fire to the camps,

3. The Piwaz Iraqi camp, in Khanagin area, was shelled, and in the evening an oil
pipeline was destroyed resulting in fire raging for fifteen hours,

October 22

1. Three Pesh Mergas were killed by intensive Iraqi shelling on the Rawandiz
front.

2. An Army outpost was destroyed near Aqra,

3. Pesh Merga shelled the Qeshan camp in the Ranya front, A tank and an IVA
truck were destroyed; 30 soldiers and 15 Jash (mercenary) were killed.,

October 23
A mine destroyed a large army truck in the Zakho area,

October 24
In the evening, a Pesh Merga unit attacked an Iraqi military guard in Kirkuk inflict-
ing losses,

October 25

1. A Pesh Merga unit destroyed an Army outpost between Kirkuk and Taq Tagq,
killing two soldiers and wounding three,

2, A Pesh Merga unit destroyed the power lines between Dihok and Simmel,

3. A mine destroyed an enemy truck on the Mosul-Shekhan road.

October 26

1. Iraqi units tried to advance towards the'village of Nezarkey, near Dihok. The
attack wuas repulsed; ambulances were seen taking casualties away,

2. The Shkarta camp (at the foothills of Mt, Makok near Ranya) was shelled forcing
the Iraqis to transfer the camp to Saru Chawa,

3. A Pesh Merga unit entered the ‘town of Koi Sinjaq capturing five Jash,

October 27
A mine destroyed an Army truck in the Khanaqin area.

October 29
The Baathist forces tried to advance towards the village of Berke near Dihok but
were repulsed.

October 30
A mine destroyed an Army truck near Sulaimani, and the Arbat camp was shelled
heavily,

October 31

1. An Army outpost was attacked in Mi,Aqra, and an attack on Pesh Merga
positions in the Dihok area was repulsed.

2. Iraqi camps were heavily shelled in the Qala Diza area.

November 1

1. A mine destroyed an army truck near Aqra,

2. The Iraqi Army camp and Jash headquarters were shelled in Qara Dagh,
followed by an attack at night destroying many positions.

3. A Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Redar, near Kirkuk, and cut the power
line,

4, A mine destroyed an Army vehicle near Taq Taq.
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November 2
1, Mt, Harir Army positions were shelled,
2, A Pesh Merga unit attacked Iraqi positions in the town of Qara Dagh,
3. Pesh Mergas attacked Army patrols inside Sulaimani,

November 3

1. In the evening the Governor of Kirkuk, Walid Al-Aathami, visited the town of
Redar in an attempt to recruit members for the Jash forces, Next morning the Pesh
Merga shelled the Army and Police positions in Redar, inflicting many losses, This was
an effective and important operation,

2, A mine destroyed a vehicle carrying Jash near Zakho,

3. Iraqgi troops attempted to advance towards the village of Shermin, near Aqra,
but were forced to retreat by Pesh Merga resistance, An armoured car was put out of
action by a mine,

November 4
An Iraqi Army camp near Khanaqin was shelled, Initial reports put their losses at
46 casualties and a number of vehicles and artillery pieces destroyed.

November 5
A mine destroyed an Army vehicle on the Mt. Haibat Sultan road near Koi Sinjaq.

November 6

1. A mine destroyed an enemy vehicle near Lailan, abo ut 18 kms, south-east of
Kirkuk,

2. In the evening, a Pesh Merga unit attacked Army positions between Kirkuk and
Taq Taq destroying an outpost.

November 7

1. A Pesh Merga unit launched an-attaek on the Sulaimani Army post and the Susi
camp between Sulaimani and Dukan, destroying two vehicles and causing casualties among
the Iraqi troops.

2. A mine destroyed an Army vehicle near Redar.

November 8

1. Heavy fighting is going on in the Aqra area, The Baathist forces advanced in
some plains south-east of Aqra,

2. The Army failed again to advance in the Dihok front after a heavy battle, Pesh
Merga losses were: five killed and injured.

3. A Pesh Merga unit attacked the Shiwa Sur camp 40 kms, north of Kirkuk,
causing many damages,

4. Pesh Merga forces have regained the initiative and now control the upper
summit of Zozik,

5. A Pesh Merga unit entered Sulaimani capturing four policemen. An Army
patrol was encountered but the Pesh Merga returned safely to their base,

6. Pesh Mergas shelled Iraqi outposts in Asmir.

7. A Pesh Merga unit attacked Army outposts in the Qara Dagh area,

8. A Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Altun Kopri in the evening, destroying
the petrol station, attacking the police headquarters and cutting the electricity power to
the town,

November 9

1. Iraqi aircraft dropped 90 bombs on Dilman (a village in the Balak region).
Many houses were destroyed. Two civilians were wounded,

2. AnIraqi force advanced on Kurdish positions in the Khanaqin area, After six
hours of fighting the force retreated, suffering 22 casualties,
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3. The Baathist forces suffered serious defeat in the Dihok front,

4, Heavy and effective shelling of Army positions is continuing in the Rawandiz and
Ranya fronts,

5. An Army vehicle was attacked near Sarchinar (Sulaimani), Two soldiers were
killed.

6. Heavy fighting is continuing on the Dihok front. Fighting is still going on near
Aqra; the Iraqi Army holds the plains. The fighting is taking place in the mountains east
and west of Aqra extending from the Khizir River in the west to the Great Zab River in
the east,

7. Four Iraqi soldiers were killed and seven wounded as the result of an attack on
their outpost near Cham Chamal.

8. A Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Arbil and destroyed the police head-
quarters in the Iskan district.,

9. A Pesh Merga unit blew up the bridge on the Kifri-Tuz Khurmatu road.

November 10

1. Army positions are under continuous shelling by Pesh Merga in Rawandiz,
Ranya and Qala Diza. Iraqi planes are bombing the Balak region - from Choman to
Rawandiz - fanatically.

2, Heavy fighting is continuing near Dihok and Agra.

3. Iraqgi troops attempted to advance towards Pesh Merga positions in Qara Dagh
but they were forced to retreat.

4. Pesh Merga forces attacked Army positions in Mt. Sagirme,

5. Iraqi outposts in Tashija, south of Kirkuk, were shelled,

November 11

1. The Iraqis launched a new offensive on the Agra and Dihok areas, They
suffered many casualties without making any headway,

2, The Iraqi Air Force continued to bomb the Balak region.

3. A mine, placed by Pesh Merga under the Kirkuk-Zanbur oil pipeline, put the
line out of action for two days.

4. Pesh Merga units succeeded in capturing Mt. Sheshar which overlooks Betwata,
in the Ranya front, Also, some strategic positions‘have been retaken in Mt, Kewa Rash,
Pesh Merga artillery played a big role in destroying Iragi positions,

5. Pesh Merga set up an ambush for Iragi patrols near Dukan, resulting in the
killing of one officer and 19 soldiers.

6. Pesh Merga units attacked Iragi outposts south of Derbandi Khan,

November 12

1. The Pesh Merga initiated a counter-attack in Dihok area, capturing a company
post from the Iragis, The post was occupied by the 4th Company (Siria) belonging to the
First Battalion of the 93rd Brigade, The Iraqi casualties were 40 dead, Eight soldiers
were taken prisoners, The Pesh Merga gained two mortars (82 and 60 mm.), 15 Klash-
nikov and 2 Grinov machine guns, and a large quantity of ammunition and supplies,

November 13

1. The Pesh Merga captured three posts from the Iragi Army on Mt, Makok, Kiwa
Rash and Asos,

2, An Iraqi Sukhoi 20 bomber was downed by Pesh Merga anti-aircraft fire near
Ranya.,

November 15
1. In a sudden attack at night, the Iraqis captured the Sartis (Tatan) Ridge
(between Mt. Zozik and Garu Omar Agha, overlooking the Pesh Merga-built road to
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the Badinan area), thus renewing the threat of a breakthrough into the Balak region,
Three main peaks were captured by the Iraqi troops,

November 17
In the Qara Dagh region the 6th Division continues to attack Pesh Merga positions,
and is suffering heavy losses without making any gains.

November 18

During the night, the Pesh Merga launched a counter-attack on the Sartis and
recaptured the ridge from the Iragis. Three Iraqi companies were wiped out - an
estimated 300 soldiers were killed. 100 Kalashnikov rifles were taken, in addition to
other arms and equipmeant.

November 19
Hundreds of Iraqi soldiers were seen fleeing in disorder West from Siktan under
deadly Pesh Merga artillery barrages.

November 20
1. A mine destroyed an Army vehicle carrying some officers near Kai Sinzaq,
Two Iraqi officers were killed: Captain Ahmad Abud and Lieutenant Ali Al-Jiboory.
2. In the evening, Pesh Merga entered the town of Koi Sinjaq attacking Iraqi
positions, The fighting lasted for two hours,

November 22
1. Pesh Merga units attacked Army positions on Mt. Zozik and sides of Korak.
2. 8ix Iraqi soldiers were killed at an outpost in Qara Gul, north of Sulaimani,
3. In the evening, a Pesh Merga unit shelled Iragi outposts in Bakrajo, near
Sulaimani, killing one policeman and'eight others,
4, A Pesh Merga Unit entered thestown of Sulaimani attacking the governmental
building and a number of police patrolsy

November 23

1. In the evening, Iraqi infantry, supported by tanks and artillery, advanced
towards Pesh Merga positions in Dola-Raga, in.the.Ranya front. After three hours of
fierce fighting, they withdrew. Three Pesh Merga were killed and two wounded,

2. A Pesh Merga unit attackéd Iragi outposts’in Bazian (near Sulaimani), 12
soldiers were killed and wounded,

3. Iraqi Army outposts at Qoratu, Khanagin, were attacked,

November 24

1, An Army convoy was ambushed between Sangasar and Djarawa, in the Ranya
front, destroying two personnel carriers and killing a number of soldiers,

2. An Iraqi policeman, Muhamad Chalub, from Nasiria, was taken prisoner by tl
Pesh Merga,

3. Army outposts in Mizraim, Qara Dagh, were attacked.

Novembher 25

1. A mine put out of action a Russian-made T. 54 tank near Sangasar, in the Ran
front. The headquarters of the Second Division and the Ketlik and Chwar Qurna camps
near Ranya were shelled by Pesh Merga artillery, causing an estimated 200 casualties
including the death of Staff Major Hassan Kadum.

2. A mine destroyed an army truck (Zeel) between Kirkuk and Lailan.

3. Units from the Rizgari Hez destroyed a large army truck (Zeel) between Qur
and Hushi Kri near Khanaqgin.

4. Pesh Merga patrols infiltrated into the Zimar area on the Syrian border,
attacking the Jash concentrations of the Arab tribe leader, Hawas Al-Sadeed, whose
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mercenaries have been used to Arabize the Zimar area,

November 26

1. Pesh Mergas belonging to the Kawa Hez
attacked Iraqi Army positions at Jimergeh near
Dearbandi Khan,

2., Army positions were shelled in Dihok,

November 27
1, A mine destroyed an Army personnel carrier
near Qala Diza,
2. A Pesh Merga threw hand grenades at an
Army vehicle in the town of Koi Sinjaq, destroying it.
3. In the evening Pesh Merga units attacked
Army positions in Mt. Harir, .
4, Iragi positions were shelled at Susei followed MiMakuk Joon | J ONied
by a Pesh Merga attack. 0 Mies 20 g’? . f P P |

Kurdistan

November 29

1. Iraqi positions were shelled in Mt, Zozik and Siktan followed by an attack by
Pesh Mergas of the Balak Hez which fa iled to dislodge the Iraqi posts. Pesh Merga
losses were 5 killed and 12 injured.

2, A Pesh Merga unit ambushed an Army convoy in the Khanaqgin area causing
9 casualties and destroying an Army truck.

World Press Round-up sl

Despite the Iraqgi Government's
efforts to clamp down on news of the
bitter war raging in Kurdistan,
world newspapers and news agencies
continue to carry details of the
fightinz, The number of reporters
who have visited the liberated area
has increased noticeably in the
recent months, The Baathist pro-
paganda machine in Baghdad and
Iragi emhassies everywhere con- THE TIMES SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16 18
tinue to deny the existengce of any .
war and shc)):v paranoia in their Kul'dlSh leader warnS west

reactions against on-the-spot

reports from the battle fronts, On MOSCOW,S Iraq plans
MOYEN-ORIENT -

Dans 12 vallca da Chorman aves
las [{rilzs en @ﬂﬂ:} it

THEWAR
OF THE
KURDS
COLIN SMITH
REPORTS p.25

VEN



One definite disadvantage of the regime is its inability to extend its strong-arm
tactics from Iraq to the newspapers abroad, The only success they have had is with some
Lebanese newspapers who have shown their willingness to accept patently false news
stories and features from the Iraqi Embassy in Beirut, in return for generous funds. In
a way it is understandable considering the cut-throat atmosphere between various news-
papers and magazines in Lebanon in the battle for survival, As a recent survey in the
London Times showed, neither the advertising nor the sales revenue is adequate to cover
the costs of publishing all the licensed publications in Beirut, (The aggregate circulation
in Lebanon is barely 200,000 and the total advertising revenue about £2m, for a glut of
newspapers, weeklies and monthlies numbering about 200 in total,) Hence, the un-
ashamed reliance on subsidies from governments to prop them up,

Occasionally, the Baathist regime makes an attempt to send a mission abroad to
propagate its views. The mission in July was a case in point, All their efforts in this
instance backfired. For example, Naim Haddad, the head of the delegation, had the
audacity to proclaim in a Press Conference in Bonn, in answer to a question about the
legitimacy of their regime, that “the language of the government is the language of tanks,
and it shall remain so as long as the Baath remains in power.” Then there was the fiasco
of the organised trip for journalists, early in October, to witness the opening of the
Legislative Assembly for the ‘Dear North’,

The failure of the Baathist bullying and intimidating tactics in Europe is not for
want of trying, The Iraqi Embassy in Sweden has been applying such tacties quite openly,
Though one Stockholm newspaper had second thoughts about sending a correspondent to
Kurdistan as a result of this pressure, the majority have reacted against it, In fact, it
has led to an increased interest in obtaining accurate information about the war, Thus
the appearance of five major articles on November 15th, 17th, 19th, 21st, 22nd in the
Expressen of Stockholm, the largest evening newspaper in Scandinavia. The articles are
by Mr., Herman Lindqvist, the Far East correspondnet of the paper, who has been visiting
Kurdistan recently. One of his articles is devoted to a portrait of Gen, Barzani:
“General Mustafa Barzani, 71, started his guerilla warfare long before Mao or Ho Chi
Minh . . ., While Barzani was in exilé'in/the Soviet Union, he was called by the American
Press as the ‘Red Mullah’, Today, the Soviet press call him a Western agent, He is of
course none of these but a 100% Kurdish nationalist.” Then he goes onto describe where
he interviewed Barzani: “Nothing in the room could show that here was a leader of
millions of people: in the corner lies a simple bed without any linen, and on a table there
is a thin book, and a bottle of medicine, The house is guarded by several partisans who
could be heard coughing in the cold outside.” An article under the title of, ‘The For-
gotten War’ dealt with the military situation on the Rawandiz front, observed from the
peak of Mt, Handrin, In the article entitled ‘World’s Toughest Soldiers Cannot March
With Measured Steps’, Mr. Lindqvist says, “I have, as a journalist, met soldiers in
action in 14 different wars from Biafra to Vietnam and the Philippines; but rarely have I
seen such calm and tough soldiers as the Pesh Merga.”

West Germany’s Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, on October 30th, headed an
article, ‘Baghdad: Genocide an International Affair’, by Mr, Thankmar von Munchhausen,
He wrote, “Iraq declares the conflict as an internal affair but practises genocide with
bombs and napalm without any international organisation raising its voice ., . . The
Baghdad Government silences Arab newspapers with money; according to the Syrian
Government, with ID 13,000,000,” The same paper published an article on November 8th,
headed ‘The Kurds Feel Abandoned’, in which the role of the Soviet Union is exposed:
“The Soviet Union gives massive help to the most useful client they have in the Arab
World. ., Part of the ammunition comes from India (Bihar) where Soviet rockets are
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produced under licence, 3 or 4 freighters from India arrive in Basra every month, Also
Indian military advisers are active in Iraq,”

Holland’s Haagsche Courant, wrote, on November 23rd, “Starvation And Freezing
Cold Threaten the Kurds to Death”: “Another two weeks, and it will be cold. Now there
are 6 to 12 children who die every night,”

The French newspapers continue the coverage of the war extensively, Le Monde,
La Depeche du Midi, Le Pays Roannais, Sud-Ouest, Le Pelerin du 20 Siecle, L’Aurore,
Le Nouvel Observateur, Le Progres, and France-Soir have all carried stories on the
subject. The magazine L'Unite, which is the organ of Francois Mitterrand’s Socialist
Party, wrote an article on September 20th, about the sale of French arms to Irag: “If we
look at the case of Iraq, the French Government has given arms to the Iraqi Government
for the purpose of fighting the Kurds, although a civil war is taking place in that country.”

In the U.K. The Times, The Guardian, The Financial Times, The Daily Telegraph,
The Observer and The Economist, have widely covered the Kurdish issue recently,
Mr, Edward Mortimer of The Times, has been reporting from the liberated area, in 6
important pieces: ‘Rebel Kurds Face Famine And Disease’ (Nov, 13th); ‘New Arms
Supplies Give Kurds Hope of Stopping Advance by Iraq Forces’ (Nov, 14th); ‘Kurdish
Leader Warns West on Moscow’s Iraq Plans’ (Nov, 16th); ‘Kurds Take on Regular In Set
Piece Battles’ (Nov, 26th) and ‘Tribal Distinctions Vanish as Nation is Born’ (Nov, 28th).
Mr. Mortimer said, “The worst affected area is Badinan, the north-western part of
Kurdistan bordering on Turkey . . . The border on the Turkish side has been tightly
closed so that the only access from the outside world is over the Iranian border at Haj
Omran, a few miles from Derbend and down the Choman valley, which is the main admin-
istrative centre of the Kurdish revolutions®-“In So many ways the Kurdish war is British
schoolboy fiction come true, The scenery is just like those films about the North-West
Frontier . . . It is not just physically picturesque. The military situation itself has an
adventure-story quality. A small mountain people organised as a voluntary defence force
with neither tanks nor aircraft, is holding at bay the overwhelmingly superior forces of
an oil-rich state, generously supported, advised and equipped by Moscow . ., .” “The
Kurdish revolution, in any case, is ‘mot-primarily a social revolution (though it has some
socialistic features) but a national revolution like the American one of 1776 - one that
brings a new nation into being,” “For the past 13 years these people have come to
identify as Kurds first, Iragis second, and General Barzani and the K. D. P. have made
themselves the unchallengeable symbols of Kurdish nationalism.”

Mr, Ian Colvin of the Daily Telegraph has also been reporting from the battle front
in Kurdistan: ‘Kurds Hold Off Iraqi Planes and Tanks’ (Nov. 13th) and ‘Kurdish Rebels
in Mountains Hold Iraq Army at Bay’ (Nov. 19th) were two of the reports. Mr. Colvin
concluded one of his articles with, “The Iraqi Army is not capable of compelling Mustafa
Barzani and his Kurdish people to capitulate. Somebody in Baghdad must have mis-
calculated and six Iraqi divisions, almost the entire army, are at present tied up in the
Kurdish war,”

In the November 3rd issue of the Observer, Mr, Colin Smith had a detailed account
of the Kurdish question in Iraq: “the fighting is now at its most intense, as the Iragis try
to clinch matters before the winter rains and snows bog down their armour.”

Jim Hoagland wrote in the International Herald Tribune, on November 16th:
“Gen, Barzani’s strategy is to bleed and embarrass the Iragis badly enough to provoke
the overthrow of the minority Baath Party government in Baghdad and then negotiate with
a new goverament,”
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Iraq —
Kurds without a press

Kurds constitute about a quarter of the popula-
tion of Iraq, yet their demands to publish news-
papers and journals in their own language that
would express their aspirations have always met
with opposition. Various Iraqi regimes and govern-
ments controlled by the Arab majority have, since
the establishment of the state of Iraq in 1922,
enabled the Kurds to produce their own papers
intermittently and for short periods of time. Thus
for example in 1958, when republican rule was
established in the country, a number of Kurdish
dailies and weeklies and a few journals came into
existence, but they were soon forced to close
down, one by one.

In March 1970 an agreement was concluded
between the Iragi government and the leadership
of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (kpp), ending
a long and bitter war; the Kurds were then
allowed to publish two daily papers expressing the
Kurdish point of view - one in Arabic, called al-
Tadkhi, and the other in Kurdish, called Birayet;,
both these words meaning * brotherhood ’.

In January 1974, the Revolutionary Command
Council banned the publication of Birayeti, while
two months later, on 10 March, al-Tadkhi an-
nounced that it was closing down owing te the
tense situation in the country and inw=protest
against the government’s *irresponsible, policies
towards the Kurdish people in Iraq’. The ‘over-
whelming majority of the journalists from al-
Tadkhi left Baghdad, where the paper was pub-
lished, and (together with tens of thousands of
others from all walks of life, including many in-
tellectuals) joined the Kurdish revolution led by
General Mustafa Barzani in the liberated areas of
Kurdistan. They included H. M. Karim, the news-
paper’s proprietor; Dara Tawfiq, the Editor; Falak
al-Din Kakeyi, the Assistant Editor; and 37 journ-
alists, reporters and translators, the business
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manager, the accountant, and the treasurer.

The closure of al-Tadkhi had been expected for
some time, especially after the Iraqi government
had ignored Kurdish demands for democracy for
the entire people of Iraq and genuine autonomy
for the Kurds. What was not expected, however,
was the confiscation of the printing machinery
and other property of the paper. The government
now publishes a daily under the same name, in
exactly the same format, and carrying serial num-
bers that complement those of its predecessor,
thus trying to deceive public opinion, particularly
abroad.

The genuine al-Tadkhi had been the only really
free paper in Irag for a long time. According to
the laws governing publishing activity in the
country, only the General Administration of
Printing and Publishing-a government depart-
ment - has the right to publish newspapers. The
provisions of the agreement of 11 March 1970
made an exception that allowed al-Tadkhi to be
established. However, as the paper criticised cer-
tain government policies, the journalists and even
the printing workers were kept under close police
surveillance, and some were even physically
assaulted. As a result, some of the paper’s em-
ployees were forced to seek refuge in the liberated
areas of Iragi Kurdistan in order to escape deten-
tion or murder. In 1971 one of the journalists,
the 'late Qeiser Mansur, was kidnapped and tor-
tured to death, and his body was found in a
Baghdad street.

al-Tagkhi was the only paper in Irag that
defended the interests of the Kurds in particular
and those ‘of the people of Iraq in general. The
fake al-Tadkhi is a tool in the hands of the
regime to defame the Kurdish national movement
and discredit its leadership; it is a paper whose
main function is to praise everything the govern-
ment does, even if it commits genocide against
the Kurdish people and even though it has set up
a repressive police state in the country. The
paper’s staff is composed of Arabs, most of whom
are members of the ruling Baa'th Party or in
sympathy with it. 0O
AK.
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PESH MERGA

No.3 January 1975 NEWS FROM KURDISTAN-IRAQ

The Kurds, Winter, and the World

In the mountains of Northern lraq there are some two and a half million people who, although
Iragi by nationality, are Kurds. Here is yet another nation struggling to survive against an over-
whelmingly greater power of the central government while the rest of the world remains silent or
is, perhaps, kept in ignorance of the realities of the situation. And this at a time when other, and
greater, conflicts in the Middle East are at the centre of the world’s attention.

All the efforts of the super-powers, the United Nations and the international helping organisations
are rightly concentrating on the Middle East in an effort to keep peace and prevent misery and
deprivation of human rights. But does anyone spare time to care for the Kurds? Has anyone
noticed the struggle? Has anyone seen the guerilla soldiers armed with little more than rifles and
outdated guns defending its people against a force backed by all the might of an oil-rich nation?
A force with sophisticated weaponry placed at its disposal by a super-power and taught and
advised by that same power.

Only a few weeks ago there were women and children walking through the snow and mud, poorly
clad, undernourished, ill. All refugees from bombing, shelling and machine gun and rocket
strafing. The old, old story of the innocent suffering for.a belief in their right to be humans in
their own way, the right to lead a peaceful life. The right to have autonomy as a people.

The snow has really come and in the North Western part there may be as many as two hundred
thousand people in danger of starvation, hemelessness and epidemic disease. The stage is being set
by the weather and the Iraqi Government for disaster, The only road by which supplies of food,
covering and medicines could reach these people is blocked by snow and may remain so until the
Spring.

How can the world allow such a situation? One; would-expect a world standing up in horror if
only on the grounds of humanity — on"the grounds that there are people in such great need and
that so little is being done to help:

Perhaps the indifference shown to their cause has made the Kurds the tougher. Perhaps this is why
they call their soldiers Pesh Merga — those who are willing to die. No one seems to care. No super-
power has shown willingness to step in and stop a useless war — none to shout that there is
potential extermination to come — that there is a smell of genocide in the air. Neither has public
opinion been informed enough to create a ground swell of disgust.

The Kurds are not fighting a war for independence, they are not fighting for territory but only to
be allowed to retain their own culture within Iraq. They are not ignorant, nomadic tribesmen
squabbling with a government for a few mountain ranges. To believe this is to believe just what
the Iraq Government would wish - a few ‘rebels’ in the mountains. Thousands of professional
men joined the revolution, doctors, lawyers, writers, engineers. Men living in cities who gave up
almost everything for their belief. A people who could no longer accept the oppression to which
a totalitarian state subjected them.

These Kurds are proud and brave and determined but such qualities may well not be enough to
ensure their survival. Under the leadership of the charismatic General Barzani I believe they will
fight to the last man and woman. Does such a noble people have to die for lack of our support
and active help?

PESH MERGA
Published by the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) — Foreign Representation
All correspondence to:  P.O. Box 129, 00170 Helsinki 17, Finland
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Interview

1. Q: Mr. Hendriks and Miss Ding, why did you visit Kurdistan?

A: At the end of October 1974, we were sent to Kurdistan by Terre des Hommes,
a humanitarian organisation of international repute, to supervise the arrival of supplies
and arrange their distribution. We were also sent to find out what were the most urgent
needs of the refugees, who are spread out all over the country. To do so we compiled
reports on conditions under which they are living and took photos.

2, Q: How did you carry out the distribution of the supplies?

A: Firstly we distributed milk and vaccine to the refugee camps near the Iranian
border, until all refugees were transported to camps in Iran. We then started distributing
supplies to the Badinan area of Kurdistan; this area was virtually cut off by snow; the
Turkish border was closed and access to the north-west part of Kurdistan was hampered by
the Iraqi army. By the end of our stay the distribution of milk, vaccine, blankets, biscuits
etc. was on a much larger scale. Dr. Hamid, with a team of one doctor and two nurses
from Save the Children Fund, will continue our work,

3. Q: What were the most striking diseases you encountered?

A: For the first time we experienced cases of poliomyelitis, tetanus neonatorum,
marasmus (15%) and rickets (5%). These were found among refugees in the camps near the
Iranian border.

We saw a two year old child, called-Ahmed; who had suffered poliomyelitis, was
Jjust skin and bones and dying. He wus unable to move or express his suffering by crying,
Apart from the diseases above, 9% haveT. B. and 75% suffer from malaria,

4. Q: How many children die in the camps?

A: Bix to ten children die every night (15, 000),.. For refugees still on the road and in
the camps in Badinan the figure is much higher; as-is the death rate in general, We met
a family on the road who had been travelling for more than four months, Their village had
been bombed by the Iraqi Air Force." They were farmers and had nothing to do with the
war, They were making for Iran by foot, carrying what little they could with them. There
were three children, their parents and a three week old baby who had been born on the road;
it looked ill and had diarrhoea (a disease suffered by about 40% of the children I have seen).
This family had tried to start again in another village, but the children were unsettled and
frightened, so they decided to leave for Iran, where they hope to find peace and somewhere
to live.

5. Q: Where do most of the refugees live now?

A: As the camp areas are covered by snow, often two or three families have to live in
one room, in conditions not fit for animals. Some, however, still prefer to stay in tents
and are facing temperatures of near-20°C. Many of them freeze to death every night.

6. Q: What are the hopes for the future?
A: We hope that many charities and organisations will help these suffering people.
Of course we can’t foresee how the war will turn out, but we know it will bring about
the deaths and suffering of many many innocent children.

Véa



What about the Kurds?

by Patrick Baudouin, Dominique Eudes and Thierry Mignon

In Baghdad, Mr. Chirac had a fruitful meeting with Mr, Hossein, vice-president of the
Iraqi government., They dealt with industrialisation, but who knows that out of the hundred
and twenty factories installed in Iraq over the last few years only three were in the Kurdish
parts, even though the population of the Kurds makes up one quarter of the nation?

They dealt with the purchase of arms, but who knows that they will be used against
Kurdish villages?

They dealt with cooperation aad peace, but who knows that in the north of the country
war is raging? And, worst of all, it is a war which dares not declare itself, a war which
has seen its ‘last fifteen minutes’ for the past nine months, a war which, with the goal of
‘pacification’, sets a modern army against a small, deprived group of mountain people,

We recently came back from Iragi Kurdistan where the International Federation for the
Rights of Man sent us. We have seen this war, Some thousands of Pesh Mergas, with
antiquated Russian or Czech arms, are defending the mountains of the Kurdish stronghold
against the assaults of seven divisions of infantry, six hundred tanks and the most modern
aviation of the Arab Middle East, since it is endowed by the Soviet Union with Mig 23 and
Tupolev 22 bombers.

Kurdish valleys and towns are in the hands ofithe Iraqgi army who drive out the civilian
population. The front has established itself on the escarpments and this stops the progress
of the tanks, And as they do not yield, planes daily bomb the roads, villages and even the
fields of the Kurdish stronghold.

Some one million five hundred thousand people, unanimous in the struggle for their
identity and survival, are in a state of'siegé in‘this'stronghold. The Syrian and Turkish
frontiers are inexplicably closed,, even to humanitarian aid, and so three hundred thousand
refugees in the adjoining regions are put in/danger'of death, These people have nothing,
The country cannot feed them. They flee towards Iran by the only passable road which runs
within reach of Iraqi guns. Each morning in Hadji-Omran, the camp near the Iranian
border, thirty children are buried who died of hunger and cold during the night. Winter has
arrived. The fate of these wretched people is unspeakable if nothing is done for them,

How did things get to this state? The March 1970 peace agreemeat, signed by
Mr, Hossein and General Barzani, recognised national rights of the Kurds. It provided for
a census which would take place within a year, whose purpose would be to define the limits
of Kurdistan and, after a period of four years, to put into operation, to the advantage of
this Iraqi province, an autonomous regime with Kurdish participation and the creation of
a Kurdish regional assembly.

The census never took place, The Baghdad government took advantage of the interim
period to expel several tens of thousands of Kurds from Iraq, whose crime was that they
were inhabitants of the regions of oil production, so that these strategic areas could be
arabised. It more or less directly organised two attempts on the life of General Barzani
and one on the life of his son Idriss. It incarcerated, tortured and executed many Kurdish
militants in its prisons, How could it expect the Kurds to lay down their arms in March
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1974 as they were asked, in return for a statute of autonomy which included, on the one
hand, the setting up of a Kurdish assembly which was drawn up by the government and
deprived of legislative power, and, on the other hand, the purely nominal participation of
some Kurds in the government?

Before reproaching the Kurds for having held onto their arms, have we asked our-
selves whether they had any choice? It was the Iraqi army which took the offensive in
March 1974, pursuing in war their politics of arabisation which four years of peace had not
halted.

There is no way out of the present situation. Under every tree and rock on the
Kurdish mountains lies an armed man prepared to die for his land, The Iraqgi army no
longer advances but lays siege, Several hundreds of thousands of civilians are in mortal
danger. A nation is threatened with the garotte, Who knows about it? Who talks about it?
The Soviet military advisers to the Iragi army silence some and oil silences the others, In
any case it is inexcusable that international organisations such as the Red Cross and
U.N.R.R. A, refuse to aid refugees and civilians when it is their job to help them. This
war which is being waged unknown to international opinion can only continue if it remains
concealed, and it will only remain concealed if we continue to keep our eyes closed.

(Patrick Baudouin and Thierry Mignon are lawyers, Dominique Eudes is a writer. )

Two War Planes Shot Down

The Iraqi Chief of Staff has admitted that two of the Iraqgi Air Force’s planes have been
shot down, though falsely claiming them to.be downed by Hawk missiles,

The first plane - a TU-16 bomber, was brought down at 16, 45 local time on December
14th, near the Khoshkan village east of Choman valley. The plane, No.512, belonged to
the 10th Squadron of the Iragi Air Force. .Bodies of the 6-man crew were recovered:

Tupolev 16 (Badger)
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Flt. Lt. Muhammad Ismail, Commander
Fit. Lt. Kamal Ali Al-Khalaf, Co-Pilot
Flt, Lt, Faisal Sharif Abdul Jabbar

Flt. Lt. Zuhair, Navigator

S-M. Makki Jasim Muhammad, Armour
Cpl. Khalil Abbud Hassan, Radio

The Tupolev 16 - Code Named Badger - constitutes standard equipment in the Russian
Air Force and Naval Air Force, Six TU-16"s have been supplied to the Iragi Air Force,
The Badger shot down by Pesh Merga is a long-range strategic jet bomber, with a crew of
about 7, having a glazed nose, with small undernose radome fairing, It usually carries

seven 23 mm, cannons, It has a bomb load of up to 9,000 kg, delivered from weapons bay
about 6.5 m, long,

su-7

At 16, 30 local time, an SU-7B was shot down in the Rawandiz front and
crashed on Mt. Handrin. The plane, No. 985/73017, belonging to the 5th
Squadron of the Kirkuk Air base, was hit while attempting to bomb Pesh
Merga artillery positions along Mt. Handrin, The pilot, Fit. Lt, Abdul

Karim Abdulla, managed to bail out and land in the Iragi Army side of
the front.

The Sukhoi 7B - Code Named Fitter -A - is a single-seat ground
attack fighter, being the standard tactical fighter-bomber of the
Russian Air Force, and has been supplied to Iraq in great
numbers. The SU~7B carries rocket packs and bombs - usually

two 750 kg, and two 500 kg. - under each wing. A 30 mm,
NR-30 Cannon, with.70 rounds of ammunition, is installed in
each wing - roat leading -+edge.

The total number of Iragi Air Force planes shot down in
the Kurdistan War from the start of the offensive in March
until December 15th,- 1974, is 46,

Sukhoi 78 (Fitter A)

continued from page 20

The partisan operations are particularly important. The Iraqi army, trained in con-
ventional and frontal warfare methods, is not capable of carrying out such operations. It is
not only the training for such operations which the Iraqi army is lacking but also and above
all it is the motivation and morale which are desperately in short supply for it. The Pesh
Merga, a voluntary force, is fighting for a cause, is fighting to survive. The Iraqi army,
especially the soldiery, is fighting because it has been ordered to do so.

In the final analysis, the lull in the frontal war and the step up of artillery shelling
and partisan operations are bound to wear out the Iraqi army bogged down in Kurdistan
during this winter. Another factor disadvantageous for the Iraqi army operating in
Kurdistan is the snow which greatly reduces and may even totally prevent the use of heavy
equipment and motorised units on a large scale, whilst its effects on the Pesh Merga are
much less both concerning mobility and logistics, The Iraqi’s biggest advantage still
remains their liftle opposed airforce,
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News & Views

ESCALATION OF TERROR

The Baathist terror continues unabated throughout Iraq.
The five Shiite religious leaders, who had been sentenced to
death the previous month (see Pesh Merga No. 2, December),
were executed on December 5th by the Baathist regime, in spite
of numerous appeals inside and outside Iraq to save their lives. gy :
This latest act of savagery by the Tikriti Baath comes in the Shaikh Avif Al-Basri: one of the five
wake of an attempt to coaceal the increasing isolation of the leaders executed.
regime from the majority of the population - Arabs and Kurds. It is only natural that as
the number of funerals increases throughout Arab South, so does the popular discontent.
The Baathist answer to this is to escalate their intimidation and terror tactics to suppress
opposition.

A manifestation of this trend has been the wave of arrests and long sentences against
numerous Iragi citizens, with trumped-up charges and kangaroo courts held behind closed
doors. Among those is Dr. Ahmad Chalabi, until recently deputy Minister of Health, who
is a well-known left winger. Others include: Dr. Sadiq Al-Hilaly, Assistant Professor at
Baghdad Medical School; Dr. Ghazi Hili, Prof. of Ophthalmology; Prof. Yussif Arawi,
Prof, of Pathology; Prof. Khalid Naji, Prof. ofsSurgery; Dr. Artin Kantarchian, Assistant
Prof, of Neurology; Dr. Owanisof, Assistant Prof. of E, N, T. ; Dr, Saib Shawkat, Prof. of
Surgery and Dr. Abdul Amir Allawi, Ex Minister of Health and Consultant Paediatrician.
A woman physician aged 28, Dr. Igbal AI-Wakeel, is presently languishing inside Baathist
jails after having been sentenced to 20 years for allegedly belonging to the Bahai faith,

MORE HUMAN AMMUNITION
FOR THE BAATHIST WAR EFFORT

Further to the news item in Pesh Me2rga No. 2 concerning the Directorate of Mobilisa-
tion and Statistics at the Ministry of Defence call-up, on Nov. 9, 1974, of all the infantry
NCO’s, sergeant-majors, sergeants and corporals, both reserves and volunteers, born in
1944, 1945 and 1950, The call-up announcement was broadcast on the state radio stations
and published in the local papers. This was considered an official communication to all
ministries and departments to notify their employees to comply with the call-up.

The announcement also demanded that all reservists affected who are living abroad
report to the Iraqi Embassy and military attache in the country where they live and express
their stand on the call-up. It must be recalled that the Directorate had, during the
previous 8 months, called up to active military service all the reserves born in 1946,

1947, 1948 and 1949,

The reserves called up are given some training during a very short period of time and
then sent immediately to the battle fronts in Kurdistan, (PoW Walid Abdul Razzaq, 27
years old, from Washshash, Karkh, Baghdad, an official at the Office of the Registrar of
the University of Baghdad, says that he was conscripted on May 8, 1974, “trained super-
ficially for a week” and then off he was sent to the active battlefield at Dihok where he was
taken prisoner by the Pesh Merga on November 13, 1974,)
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The announcement indicates a few facts which the Iraqi Baath regime has been desper-
ately trying to hide from the Iraqi populace and the world public, It indicates that there is
a large-scale war; that the Iraqi army is short of lower army leadership, namely,
corporals, sergeants and sergeant-majors; that in their despair to carry on with their war
on Kurdistan, the Baathists are paying no attention to the lives of those whom they send to
battle after ‘superficial training’

The shortage in NCOs is an obvious indication of the losses suffered by the Iragi army
since March 1974, It also Bhows the difficulties facing the Army in carrying out its
military operations because of the crucial role played by the NCOs in such operations,

Therefore, a high rate of casualties, particularly among the NCOs, and a more and
more under-trained fighting force are two factors that are bound to further frustrate the
‘meticulous calculations’ of Godfather Tikriti. But they bring at the same time more
suffering to the Iraqi population since it is they who provide the human ammunition con-
sumed in the regime’s war effort to ‘crush’the Kurdish moveme nt and people,

APPEAL TO THE U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL

The International League for the Rights of Man wrote, on December 26, 1974, a letter
to H. E. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General of the United Nations, bringing to his attention
“the deplorable situation” of the Kurdish people in Iraq, It referred to the “human suffer-
ing and death on a scale approaching genocide” caused by the “concerted military onslaught
by land and air” made by the armed forces of the Iraqi Baath regime, It also referred to
the large number of refugees who have been made homeless as a result of this “concerted
military onslaught”, The letter finally urged the Secretary-General to “use whatever
means” available “to aid in the alleviation of the hamanitarian problems created by this
conflict and to urge compliance with internationally accepted standards of conduct,”

LIBERTY, FRATERNITY, AND.,L.,...?

Giscard’s message to the French Parliamefit on.May 2 th: (Le Monde, 31st May)

“France will confirm and ac¢centuate the liberal mission of her diplomacy, supporting
in all parts of the world the cause of freedom @nd of the right of peoples - I repeat, of
peoples - to decide their own fate,

“She will forego any arms sale that would be contrary to the exercise of such
a mission,”

It transpires now that the French government has agreed to sell Iraq a squadron of BM
armoured helicopters, A number of Iraqi Air Force pilots and technicians have already
left to start their training in France on these helicopters, This development was the
immediate outcome of the three-day visit by the French Prime Minister, M, Chirac, to
Baghdad, (1-3 December 1974) during which, in addition to this deal, he reaped a battery
of lucrative commercial contracts with the Iraqi regime, with several hundred million
franes. It is interesting to recall President Valery Giscard d’Estaing’s declaration that
“France will not sell arms to countries where there is a civil war going on.”

Furthermore France has recently agreed to sell large quantities of arms and equip-
ment, especially tactical ground-to-ground missiles and various precision (laser or infra-
red) guidance systems for use on tanks and helicopter-borne weapons, The Société
Nationale Industrielle Aerospatiale (SNIAS), the Société Francaise de Montariels
d’Armament (SoFMA) and the private firm Thomson-Brandt are among the leading
suppliers which have negotiated contracts with the Iragi government,
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Short-range SS-11 or Harpon missiles, costing Fra, 90m., are sold to Iraqg, Itis
claimed that the SS-11 rocket, which can be directed manually and is fitted with a radio-
controlled infra-red guidance mechanism, can destroy or damage a fixed or moving target,
inland or on sea, up to a distance of three kilometres, The Iraqi army is planning to
mount the weapons on light armoured cars or on Panhard AYVs,

Another deal concerns the provision, by Thomson-Brandt, of 60 mm. mortars for
a cost of Frs, 137 million: a thousand percussion mortars, fired manually or automatically,
and for more than 555, 000 explosive and smoke shells and flares., These weapons are
probably intended to provide quick support to infantry units in short-range combat., In
addition, Iraq’s Army is to receive 60,000 rounds of very high explosive ammunition, and
spend Frs, 52 million on some 50,000 hollow charge 90 mm. shells and smoke bombs for
its Panhard light-armoured cars.

Telemetric Equipment

Iraq is also planning to mount 20 mm. cannon (bought with 400, 000 rounds of ammuni-
tion for a sum of Frs, 18 million) on the 40 Alouette 111 helicopters it has bought from
France, These helicopters could become formidable machine-gun posts on offensive
sorties, Iraq has ordered from SoFMA, a consignment of 150 laser guidance systems
mounted on Panhard LACs and capable of picking out a target at a distance of 10 kilo-
metres, at a cost of Fra. 31 million,

PALESTINIANS DENOUNCE IRAQ BAATH

Iraqi Baathists relations with the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) have
deteriorated to a low ebb after the hijacking of the British Airways VC.10 from Dubai to
Tunis on November 21, 1974, The leader of the Baghdad backed splinter group, Abu Nidal,
and ‘mercenaries in the pay of Iraq’, were-accused by the PLO of organising the operation,
in a statement issued in Beirut on November 24th,

Furthermore, the Voice of Palestine radio, from Algiers, broadcast a strong attack
on the Baathist regime in Baghdad: “the traitorous rulers of Iraq have revealed the truth
about their destructive designs which try to, split the Palestine Revolution through merce-
naries, hirelings and spies in Baghdad headed by the Traqi Intelligence agent, Abu Nidal.”
“Today the mask has fallen from the faces of those pretending to progress in Iraq, Today
the agent practices of Saddam Hussein against the Iragi and Arab people have been
revealed. ” “The Palestine Revolution will continue to expose every day the shameful,
dirty and suspect positions taken by the Iraqi rulers, in particular that of the agent of
imperialist intelligence, Saddam Hussein,”

The PLO also accused the Iraq regime of shirking its duty by withdrawing its troops
from Syria abruptly during the October War, and letting the Palestinians down during the
upheavals of 1970 in Jordan,

PALESTINIAN PARALLEL

In a letter to the Editor of London’s The Times, published on December 19th 1974,
Mr, Jeremy Swift referred to the U. N, General Assembly Resolution 3236 (XXIX) of
November 22nd, 1974, concerning the Palestinians’ right to self-determination and dis-
cussed the hypocrisy of the policies of the Iraqi Baath government.

The Iraqi representative at the Gere ral Assembly meeting vehemently stated when
discussing the Palestinian question, that “,,, We must make no concessions in the defence
of this people’s human rights and its right to self-determination ...” Mr, Swift rightly
asks the following question, “Is it not time that the Kurdish people were allowed the same
choice by the government of Iraq, and by the international community at large?”
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AID TO REFUGEES After a fact-finding tour of the liberated area of
Kurdistan by the Save the Children Fund’s Viee-Chair-
man, Dr, Noel Moynihan, who recommended emergency
action to aid the civilians, the Fund decided to send out
to Kurdistan a team of four - a physician, two nurses
and a field director, The team’s main function will be
to inoculate ‘the many refugees trying to cross into

Iran’,

Dr, Moynihan told a press conference on December
18th that the effects on the people of the war waged on
Kurdistan by the Baath government “have been very
disastrous indeed®, He further said that 20 to 30
people were dying every day near the border at Haj
Omran, where thousands of refugees were waiting to
cross. The most prevalent diseases among the
refugees he visited were pneumonia, gastro-enteritis
and diphtheria, he furthermore said.

The team, headed by Dr, Nabarro, sent to Iragi Kurdistan on December 26th is the
first British team to operate in that area since the Baathists regime began its military
onslaught in March 1974,

TWO OF A KIND

Franco fauthor of Guernica) receives Tikriti (author of Qala Diza)!

DON’T WORRY BROTHER, T AM ONLY STRETCHING MY LEGS

Mr. Abdul-Aziz Masaeed, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Kuwaiti
National Assembly has written in the Kuwaiti English-language Daily News that, ‘The
Iraqgis have set up military installations in the Sameta area, and entered more than two
kilometres inside Kuwaiti territory, creating a worrying, uneasy situation which can in no
way be acceptable.’ This action by the Iraqi Baathists regime was seen by Mr, Masaeed as
the beginning of a move by this regime to occupy the two Kuwaiti islands of Warba and
Bobyan,

The Iraqi Baath response to this unsettling news came from the minister of state for
justice, Ahmad Abdul Sattar al-Jiwari, who declared in Kuwait on December 8th 1974, that,
“If there were two brothers living in the same house, it might happen that one of them
stretched his leg ... "

The Baathists’ dangerously aggressive policy of ‘leg stretching’ is once again put into
effect; first Iraqgi Kurdistan, now Kuwait. Who is next?
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The Military Situation

Rawandiz Front:

The Iragi Army has amassed 6 infantry, 1 armoured and 1 motorised brigades,

4 regiments of the ‘Special Troops’, 3 tank regiments and 1 tank battalion in the Rawandiz
Front. These units are supported by 11 gun regiments and 2 gun batteries of 76 mm,
120 mm, 122 mm, 130 mm, and 152 mm calibre and of various types.

The objectives of the Army in this front were to advance towards and occupy Galala
and to cut off the road leading from Galala to Badinan. However, the stiff resistance by
the Pesh Merga and the effective use of Kurdish artillery upset the Army’s plans and
operations. The Army losses since it entered the Rawandiz Basin and up to the beginning
of December 1974 are estimated at 3,500 dead and more than 5, 700 wounded, As a result,
the Army’s position and tactics on this front changed in an important manner, Instead of
aggressive offensive, characteristic of the first phase of its campaign, the Army was
forced into a precarious defensive posture.

The Qala Diza Front:

In this front, the Army has thrust 5 infantry, 1 armoured, 1 motorised, and 1 reserve
brigades, 1 regimeunt of the ‘Special Troops’, and 1 tank regiment, supported by 8 gun
regiments and 2 gun batteries of 120 mm, 122 mm, 130 mm, and 152 mm calibre and of
various types,

The Army’s main objectives here were, first, to advance towards Galala and link up
with and assist the troops which were to_advanee (and occupy) Gilala from the direction of
Rawandiz and, secondly, to break the links between the Kurdish HQ and plains to the west
and south,

Although the Army managed to occupy a number of important positions in this froat, it
eventually lost its momentum and its advanee'was halted again by the stiff resistance by the
Pesh Merga and the effective use of Kurdish guns. The Army both failed to achieve its
main objectives and suffered, up to the beginning of Decemher 1974, close to 2,800 dead
and 3,900 injured. Here too, the Anmy has/beenforeed into a defensive position.

CHRONOLOGY OF MILITARY EVENTS

December 1, 1974

1, The Iraq Air Force has
stepped up its bombing of the Balak
area, especially Galala, Choman and
Qasrai. In the past week 30 civilians
have been killed and many injured,
during raids on Choman, Nawpirdan,
and on the Kawerta Bridge (beside
the Kawerta Central Hospital in
Nawpirdan),

2, The Balak Hez (Division)
continually shelled Iraqi positions in
the Rawandiz front,

50 miles

. TRAQI KURDISTAN
December 2 ////A .
1. Kawa Hez (Division) units //////Auﬁgéﬁgﬂ ;ﬁ’h CONTROL

shelled Army positions in Qala Diza.
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2, In the evening, Pesh Mergas attacked Iragi Units in Qara Dagh and Darbandi Khan.
3. A Pesh Merga attacked the Qura Tu camp, in Khanagin,

December 3
1. Pesh Mergas shelled Army outposts in Tasluja,
2, A mine destroyed a large army truck (Zeel) in Shaqlawa,
3. During the evening, Pesh Merga units attacked Iragi Army outposts near Koi Sinjaq.
4, Three Iraqi soldiers were killed in a Pesh Merga night attack inside Sulaimani,

December 4

1, Pesh Merga units destroyed the power line between Jalawla and Bawanur,

2, A mine destroyed an Army vehicle near Chwar Qurna, near the main camp, Ranya
front,

3. A Pesh Merga unit attacked a vehicle belonging to Kirkuk Security Department
killing 13 and wounding others,

December 5
A Pesh Merga Unit attacked Army outposts in Tuwa Suran, Ranya,
Iraqi positions in the village of Saweh, in the Spilik area were shelled,
Two mines destroyed two Army vehicles on the Barawua Bridge, near Qala Diza.
Four policemen were killed and 6 wounded near Sulaimani,

5. Iraqi Army camp in Goma Span, north of Arbil, was shelled heavily. A fire blazed
for several hours as the result,

W= Lo b

December 6

1. A mine destroyed a troop carrier near Diana,

2. An engineering unit of Pesh Merga succeeded in destroying a railway bridge on
Arbil-Pirdi line.

3. In the evening a unit of the Pesh Merga attacked Army outposts around the
Sarchinar cement factory.

4, In the evening a Pesh Merga force attacked the centre of Qadir Karam sub-district
near Kirkuk destroying three Army positions,

5. Army positions in Shekhan were heavily shelled,

6. In the evening a Pesh Merga unit‘attacked Army outposts in Mt, Beer north of
Kirkuk.

7. During the night, a Pesh Merga force attacked with various arms the Tuwa Suran
camp in the Ranya front,

December 7

1. Pesh Merga units captured a strategic position from the Iraqi Army in Doli Qashan
in the Ranya front, as the result of extensive shelling, Iraqi forces left large quantities of
damaged hardware behind.

2. Army camps in the Qala Diza area were intensively and effectively shelled;

a number of armoured transport vehicles were destroyed.

3. A Pesh Merga unit attacked an Army post near Khalifan,

4, Another unit attacked an Army outpost east of Aqra.

5. In the evening, a Pesh Merga unit attacked an Army outpost in the Raidar sub-
district, destroying it,

6. In the evening a Pesh Merga unit destroyed a high-voltage post between Kirkuk and
Sulaimani,

7. As a result of shelling by the Pesh Merga of the Army’s Paiwaz camp near
Khanagin during the past few days, one officer and 15 soldiers were killed, 47 soldiers
injured and a fuel storage depot was destroyed,

8. In an attack near Shekhan, a Pesh Merga unit killed 2 soldiers and wounded others,
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9. Pesh Merga forces attacked Army posts and mercenary headquarters in Dihok,
inflicting heavy losses upon them,
10, In the evening a Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Chamchamal and attacked the
headquarters of the mercenaries, the electric power station and the headquarters of the
sub-district’s governor, The operation was very effective,

December 8

1, A Pesh Merga unit from Rizgari Hez entered the town of Kirkuk and attacked many
Army depots in the Azadi quarter,

2, In the evening a Pesh Merga unit cut the power line between Dibis and Pirdi (Altun
Kopri). A mine exploded under a police armoured vehicle, killing 5 policemen.

3. An Army camp in Qara Dagh was intensively and effectively shelled.

4, In the evening a Pesh Merga unit attacked Army outposts on Mt, Azmir in
Sulaimani,

5, In the evening a Pesh Merga unit attacked with bazookas the Army post and the
house of the governor of the sub-district of Tainal between Kirkuk and Sulaimani,

6. Another unit of the Pesh Merga attacked an Army post near Qara Dagh, destroying
it,

7. In the evening a Pesh Merga unit attacked the Army camp in Tainal with various
arms, inflicting heavy losses on it,

December 9

1. A Pesh Merga unit entered Sulaimani, attacking a number of military posts.

2, Iraqi Army positions in Dihok were-shelled by Pesh Merga, inflicting losses.

3. In the Rawandiz front, Pesh Merga forces attacked Army positions in the Sitkan
range, between Mt. Zozik and Garu Omar Agha. Minefields surrounding the Iragi positions
foiled the attack,

4, In the evening a Pesh Merga unit attacked Army outposts in the village of Hasar,
15 km, north of Kirkuk,

5, An Iraqi soldier was taken prisoner-on the Kirkuk-Chamchamal road, and a car
belonging to the Baath party was attacked.

6. A Pesh Merga Unit ambushed an Army vehicle on the Qala Diza road.

7. Pesh Mergas from the Kawa ‘Hez shelled the Army camp near Kewa Rash, setting
large sections of the camp on fire,

December 10
1, Two mines destroyed a tank and a troop carrier, near Khanaqin,
2, The Jash feudal chief, Ahmad Hassan Agha, was killed in Qala Diza,

December 11

1. A mine destroyed an Army vehicle near Bazian (Sulaimani).

2, A large-scale attack was launched by the Baathist Army units on Shwan and Agh
Jilar area, After two days of intensive fighting, they were forced to retreat, giving heavy
casualties, and were pursued by the Pesh Merga up the suburbs of Kirkuk, An Army
corporal, Abbud Khalik Alwan was taken prisoner,

3. A Pesh Merga unit attacked a police front near Pirdi.

December 12

Partisan Operations in Sulaimani

1. A Pesh Merga unit entered the town, attacking a number of Iraqi positions.

2, The Jash headquarters in Sulaimani was attacked,

3. Two Iraqi observation posts near Daquq, between Sulaimani and Kenda Kewa were
destroyed,
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4, A Pesh Merga unit attacked Army positions around the Arbat camp, on the
Sulaimani-Halabja road,
5. Iraqi outposts were shelled in Tasluja.

December 13

1. In the evening a number of anti-personnel mines exploded on the Sulaimani-Dukan
road killing 2 soldiers and wounding 3.

2, TIraqi Army units attempted to advance on Mt, Sarteez, running behind Zozik and
overlooking the Pesh Merga road to Badinan in Western Iraqi Kurdistan, Pesh Merga
artillery shelling and fire checked the attack, causing heavy casualties on the Iraqi troops.

3. A Pesh Merga unit from the Balak Hez attacked Iraqi Army positions near
Rawandiz, killing 10 soldiers.

4. A town Pesh Merga unit in Sulaimani blew up an army truck (IVA) causing the death
of 6 soldiers.

5. A Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Pirdi, attacking the police headquarters,

December 14

1. A TU-16 (Badger) bomber was shot down at 16, 45 local time, near the Koshkan,
east of Choman,

2, Pesh Merga units shelled Iragi outposts guarding the Darbandi Khan Dam,

3. The Iraqi troop concentrations were attacked in Arbat.

4. Army outposts near Shaqlawa were attacked,

5. A Pesh Merga unit entered Redar, near Kirkuk.

6. A mine destroyed an Army vehicle on the Sulaimani-Gila Zarda road, killing and
wounding 8 soldiers,

7. A number of police patrols were attacked inside Sulaimani at night,

December 15

1, At 16,30 an SU-7 fighter plane was shot down on the Rawandiz front, crashing on
the side of Mt, Handrin,

2. Pesh Mergas attacked Iraqi Army-positions near Zakho, inflicting 50 casualties,
including the death of a Major,

3. Army Qala Diza camp was shelled extensively,

4, Army outposts were shelled.in Mt. “Zimnako, overlooking Darbandi Khan,

5. A mine destroyed an Army truck (IVA) near Sulaimani. Another IVA was dedtroyed
near Qala Diza, causing 6 casualties,

6, Iraqi troop positions on Mt. Azmir overlooking Sulaimani were shelled,

7. A mine blew up an Army vehicle (Zeel) near Sarchinar, Sulaimani,

December 16

1. The Army camp in Qara Dagh was shelled by Pesh Merga batteries,

2, Iraqi troops attempted to advance on Pegsh Merga posgitions in the Zakho front; the
attack was repulsed after heavy fighting,

3. Early in the evening Pesh Mergas entered Sulaimani and engaged the Army in heavy
fighting, Pesh Merga captured a police vehicle and destroyed an Army carrier. Large
quantities of ammunition and supplies were captured.

4, Pesh Mergas attacked Army positions in Arbat,

5. Pesh Mergas ambushed an Army vehicle on the Kirkuk-Koi Sinjaq road.

6, At night Pesh Merga units launched an attack with mortars on an Iraqi force
between Kirkuk and Qadir Karan,

7. The Iraqi camp at Dukan was heavily shelled.

December 17
1. Iraqi troops attempted to advance on Pesh Merga positions in the Khanagqin area,
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but were repulsed after a bloody battle,
2. Pesh Merga units attacked Jash centres inside Shaikhan,
3, A Pesh Merga unit blew up a section of the railway between Jalawla and Khanaqin.

December 18
1. A mine exploded under an Army vehicle near Sangasar, near Ranya,
2. Pesh Merga units shelled the Army HQ inside Sulaimani with mortars,

December 19
A Pesh Merga unit attacked the Assalam Hotel in Sulaimani, while a Baathist Minister
and some Jash were staying there at night,

December 20

1, An Iraqi unit raiding the village of Qeshga, Kirkuk, burned to death 14 civilians,
most of them women and children.

2. A mine destroyed an Army troop carrier near Tasluja, Also two Army outposts
were damaged by Pesh Merga attacks,

3. A mine destroyed a tank near Betwata in the Ranya front,

December 21

1. In the evening, an Iraqi infantry force, supported by artillery and tanks, attempted
to advance through Dala Raga, in the Ranya front. The attack was repulsed, causing heavy
casualties among the Baathist forces.

2. Heavy fighting north of Qala Diza. Army attempts to advance failed.

3. Pesh Mergas engaged a police force inside Sulaimani, in which tanks took part.

December 22

1. A Pesh Merga unit attacked an Iraqgi outpost in Mt, Korak in the Rawandiz front,
overlooking Gali Ali Baq, Four Iraqi soldiers died in the attack.

2, Iraqi Army positions in Qadir Karam; Kirkuk, were shelled and followed by a Pesh
Merga attack.

3. Pesh Merga forces attacked Army outposts in Mt. Safin, near Shaqlawa, inflicting
heavy losses,

December 23
In the evening a mine destroyed a Zeel Army truck near Chwar Qurna where the
Army’s main camp in the Ranya-Qala Diza front is located.

December 24
Iraqi outposts in Mt, Gaidja, overlooking Sulaimani to the east, were shelled.

December 26

1. In the evening a Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Tuz Khurmatu (75km south of
the town of Kirkuk and on the Kirkuk-Baghdad road) and attacked Army positions, the
electric power generator and other targets,

2. A mine destroyed a Zeel Army truck near Khanaqin,

3. The Pesh Merga attacked Army outposts in Sangaw near Chamchamal.

December 27

1, Pesh Merga forces ambushed and destroyed an Army convoy at Qadir Karam,
Kirkuk,

2, The Pesh Merga attacked Army positions in Qadir Karam, Kirkuk, inflicting heavy
losses upon them.

3, In the evening Pesh Merga units attacked Army positions south of the town of Aqra,
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December 28

1. In the evening a Pesh Merga unit attacked an Army post near Kirkuk, killing 4 and
wounding 7 other soldiers,

2, In the evening Pesh Merga forces attacked Army positions in Sarchia, Sarchinar
area, Sulaimani, inflicting heavy losses on them.

3. In the evening a Pesh Merga unit attacked an Army post near Qara Dagh,

4. A mine destroyed an Army troop carrier on the Kirkuk-Taq Taq road,

December 29

1. The Pesh Merga carried out heavy shelling of Army outposts east of Dihok.

2, Pesh Merga forces intensively shelled the Army’s Darbandi Khan camp,

3. For the past two days Army camps in the Qala Diza front were heavily shelled,

4, A Pesh Merga unit captured 5 Iraqi soldiers on the Kirkuk-Sulaimani road,

5. A mine destroyed a Zeel Army truck near Shaikhan, north of the town of Mosul,

6. In the evening Pesh Merga units attacked government positions in the town of Arbat,
near Sulaimani,

December 30

1. The Army’s Arbat camp, near Sulaimani, was intensively shelled and heavy losses
were inflicted upon it.

2. During the last few days Pesh Merga units entered the town of Koi Sinjaq many
times. They attacked Army posts and merceénary quarters, inflicting heavy losses upon
them,

3. A Pesh Merga unit attacked an Axmy-patrol unit on the Dokan road, inflicting heavy
losses upon it.

4. A Pesh Merga unit ambushed an Army convoy of three troop carriers on the
Sulaimani-Dokan road.

December 31

1. Pesh Merga forces attacked Army outposts in the Spilk area,

2. A Pesh Merga force attacked an Army convoy on the Kirkuk-Sulaimani road.

3. The Pesh Merga engaged government troops in fighting in Saruchawa (in the Ranya
front), killing 15 soldiers.

4. The Pesh Merga attacked Army positions in Sitkan, at the northern foothills of
Mt. Zozik, and in other sections of the Rawandiz front and were able to clear the enemy
from many areas,

5, Heavy fighting took place in the Chamchamal area, on the road between Kirkuk and
Sulaimani,
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" World Press Round-up

The media has continued its coverage of the war being fought in Kurdistan-Iraq between
the Army of the Iraqi Baath regime and the Pesh Merga forces.
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It is noteworthy that a wider range of newspapers, news agencies, and broadcasting
and television stations have increased their reporting on the war as well as on the humani-
tarian sufferings and tragedies this war has brought on the Kurdish civilian population.

To counter this increased coverage the Iraqi Baath propaganda strategy based on the
categorical and stubborn denial of the existence of the war altogether is being gradually
abandoned and replaced with a new one, since it had not produced the results the regime
was hoping for. The new strategy is based on propagating that the Kurdish national move-
ment and the Pesh Marga forces are tightly cornered in a “thin strip about 50 miles long
on the Iranian border” with Iraq,

It is not unreasonable to predict that'the ultimate fate of the ‘thin strip’ would not be
much better than the ‘no war’ strategy.” The justification for such a prediction is that both
strategies of the Iragi Baathists are based on the outright falsification of the reality of the
situation. The existence of the war has béen reported by too many eye-witnesses to deny.
The length of the border between Iraq and Turkey and Iraq and Iran east of Zakho and north
of Khanagin is more than 1100 km. All this border area is under the control of the Pesh
Merga. Therefore, the Iragis will no doubt'refuse.to let anybody visit these areas and
report on who controls it, Falsifications and lies may deceive some people for some time,
but not some or all people all the time.

Le Canard Enchaine, 4th December - M, Bernard Thomas. ‘Victims of the Black
Gold’,

M. Chirac has returned from his journey to Iraq after a successful trip in Baghdad,
during which he obtained oil and got one milliard francs: he was asked to build factories,
oil pipelines, airports, canals, buses and water purification, to the extent of orders being
placed for the French colour television system, SECAM, which we always thought
impossible to sell.

But by the grace of ALl BABA, we shall obtain oil and hard currencies, and there
won’t be unemployment with us. Moreover, we have overtaken the Anglo-Saxons in their
own territory, and we have a clear conscience that we are helping a new state which is
trying to industrialise, and both sides are satisfied.

But one thing has been forgotten in this glorious field - that Iraq is in a state of war
and has mobilised 8 military divisions on its soil, which means all its army; new armour
and artillery supplied by Russia, Mig 23 and Tupolev 22’ s which bomb at the height of
4,000 metres, which even during Yum Kipur War were not given to Syria - of course, we
have our modest contribution in the form of tanks, Alouette helicopters, and long-range
tactical missiles SS11,
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produced under licence. 3 or 4 freighters from India arrive in Basra every month, Also
Indian military advisers are active in Iraq,”

Holland’s Haagsche Courant, wrote, on November 23rd, “Starvation And Freezing
Cold Threaten the Kurds to Death”: “Another two weeks, and it will be cold. Now there
are 6 to 12 children who die every night.”

The French newspapers continue the coverage of the war extensively. Le Monde,
La Depeche du Midi, Le Pays Roannais, Sud-Ouest, Le Pelerin du 20 Siecle, L’Aurore,
Le Nouvel Observateur, Le Progres, and France-Soir have all carried stories on the
subject. The magazine L’Unite, which is the organ of Francois Mitterrand’s Socialist
Party, wrote an article on September 20th, about the sale of French arms to Iraqg: “If we
look at the case of Iraq, the French Government has given arms to the Iraqi Government
for the purpose of fighting the Kurds, although a civil war is taking place in that country,”

In the U, K. The Times, The Guardian, The Financial Times, The Daily Telegraph,
The Observer and The Economist, have widely covered the Kurdish issue recently,
Mr, Edward Mortimer of The Times, has been reporting from the liberated area, in 6
important pieces: ‘Rebel Kurds Face Famine And Disease’ (Nov. 13th); ‘New Arms
Supplies Give Kurds Hope of Stopping Advance by Iraq Forces' (Nov. 14th); ‘Kurdish
Leader Warns West on Moscow’s Iraq Plans’ (Nov. 16th); ‘Kurds Take on Regular In Set
Piece Battles’ (Nov, 26th) and ‘Tribal Distinctions Vanish as Nation is Born’ (Nov. 28th).
Mr. Mortimer said, “The worst affected area is Badinan, the north-western part of
Kurdistan bordering on Turkey ., . . The border on the Turkish side has been tightly
closed so that the only access from the outside world is over the Iranian border at Haj
Omran, a few miles from Derbend and.down the Choman valley, which is the main admin-
istrative centre of the Kurdish revolution.” . “Iniso many ways the Kurdish war is British
schoolboy fiction come true., The scenery-is.just like those films about the North-West
Frontier , . , It is not just physically picturesque, The military situation itself has an
adventure-story quality. A small mountain‘people organised as a voluntary defence force
with neither tanks nor aircraft, is holding at bay the overwhelmingly superior forces of
an oil-rich state, generously supported,. advised-and equipped by Moscow . . .” “The
Kurdish revolution, in any case, is not primarily a social revolution (though it has some
socialistic features) but a national revolution like the American one of 1776 - one that
brings a new nation into being,” “For the past 13 years these people have come to
identify as Kurds first, Iragis second, and General Barzani and the K, D, P, have made
themselves the unchallengeable symbols of Kurdish nationalism,”

Mr. Ian Colvin of the Daily Telegraph has also been reporting from the battle front
in Kurdistan: ‘Kurds Hold Off Iraqi Planes and Tanks’ (Nov. 13th) and ‘Kurdish Rebels
in Mountains Hold Iraq Army at Bay’ (Nov, 19th) were two of the reports. Mr, Colvin
concluded one of his articles with, “The Iraqi Army is not capable of compelling Mustafa
Barzani and his Kurdish people to capitulate, Somebody in Baghdad must have mis-
calculated and six Iraqi divisions, almost the entire army, are at present tied up in the
Kurdish war,”

In the November 3rd issue of the Observer, Mr. Colin Smith had a detailed account
of the Kurdish question in Iraq: “the fighting is now at its most intense, as the Iraqis try
to clinch matters before the winter rains and snows bog down their armour,”

Jim Hoagland wrote in the International Herald Tribune, on November 16th:
“Gen. Barzani's strategy is to bleed and embarrass the Iragis badly enough to provoke
the overthrow of the minority Baath Party government in Baghdad and then negotiate with
a new government,”
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A million and a half people have been made homeless, hungry and cold refugees; they
are hit with napalm and phosphorus hombs., There are 55,000 Kurdish fighters, supplied
with Brno rifles (model 1963) and Klashnikors (slightly more modern), and old anti-aircraft
guns, which are Russian, called Duchka . . . The Kurdistan Democratic Party is leading
the struggle, although in France we only know of Barzani, Engineers, teachers, lawyers,
students and doctors, all have joined the front, These doctors don't have anything except
an operating table and don’t even have medicines,

General Bakir launched his first attacks during the last spring in the plains surround-
ing the oil installations in Kirkuk and Mosul, From this region comes the huge oil wealth
of Iraq. These wells are right in the middle of Kurdish territory. These areas have all
been Arabised, and the oil is well guarded! In August the second attacks started: they
penetrated deeply into the valleys, with the purpose of dividinz Kurdistan into three parts,
and they wanted to cut off the Hamilton Road which is the only artery connecting the road
to Iran, about 40 km. from the frontier,

But the Kurds have improvised a kind of Ho Chi-Minh trail, at the altitude of 3,500 m,
and sometimes under the Iragi artillery, along which come refugees and fighters, In the
north there are about 50,000 civilians blocked near the Turkish border: when the rain falls
these people will die and the winter is near. In another area there are 300,000 women,
children and old men expelled by the Iraq Government, They are expelled from the combat
zone and the civilian population escape from these areas. In Haj Omeran, near the Iran
border, there are 25,000 refugees in a frozen area, and 3,000 new persons arrive daily,’

Le Monde, 6th December, published the statement of ‘La Ligue des droits de
I’homme’ (the league of human rights), in which it expresses its regrets over the visit of
M. Chirac to Iraq, because it is a commercial visit at a time when the Iraqi government is
attacking the Kurdish people in a merciless wur. The league of human rights appeals to
France not to offer Iraq the sale of weapons.

Jeune Afrique, 7th December, ‘Important Téchnical Assistance’

‘The Soviet Union has put at the disposition of Iraq the latest model bombers in order to
fight the rebel Kurds. Because of the lack of competent Iraq pilots, these Iraqi planes are
being flown by Russian pilots, ’

The Hong Kong Standard carriedan article _‘Mulla Barzani tries community develop-
ment’ in its issue of 24th November, It discussed the attemp's by the Kurdish national
movement’s leadership to promote modernisation in Iraqi Kurdistan through the Kurds
returning home after having completed their studies abroad. One of the methods of
modernisation being tried is community development, starting with community health
services, This is being carried out under and in spite of difficult war conditions.

The Buenos Aires Herald of Argentine published an article ‘Worry over plight of the
Kurds’ in its 6th September issue, discussing the hardships facing the Kurdish civilian
population as a result of Iragi bombing raids and the refugees fleeing from these raids,

The Guardian of 16th December carried an article ‘Terror Masks Baathist Isolation’.
The article reported the execution by the Iragi Baath authorities of five Shiite religious
leaders, It stated that, ‘it is significant that the executions took place just before a state
visit to Spain by the Iragi strongman, Saddam Hussein, giving rise to speculation that
Hussein wanted to terrorise the Shiite into passivity while he was out of the country,’” It
went on to state that, ‘The families of soldiers killed in the seemingly eternal war with the
Kurds receive a handsome sum in “blood-money” from the Government: the dead soldiers
are invariably Shiites and their families use the money to provide funerals in Najaf, the
Shiite cultural and religious centre. As the number of funerals increases, so does the
popular discontent]
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The Times, The Daily Telegraph, The Guardian and The Financial Times carried in
December many articles and news items on the situation in Iraqi Kurdistan,

The West German television (Programme 2) showed a series of films on various
features of the Kurdish national movement, It showed an interview with General Barzani
made the day after the Iraqi propaganda machine spread the rumour that he died of wounds.

LIKE THE WEATHER, MILITARY TACTICS CHANGE

The military situation in Kurdistan-Iraq has been taking on a turning point in the last
few months, At the beginning of the present war, the Pesh Merga forces achieved
a number of successes over the Iraqi army, However, the tide of military events during
the summer and autumn was less favourable for the Kurdish side., During that period the
Iraqi army achieved some apparently spectacular successes, especially in the Rawandiz
front where units of the army by-passed the Gali Ali Beg pass in a surprise and daring
operation, The army also achieved some successes in the Ranya-Qala Diza front. These
successes were apparent because the army fought to gain control of the land and not to
destroy the Pesh Merga as a fighting force.

Nevertheless, the Iragi army has failed to achieve its set objectives, namely, the
occupation of the entire area of Kurdistan or at least the main Kurdish headquarters at and
around the Choman Valley, and the destruction of the Pesh Merga as a fighting force, by
the beginning of winter 1974,

The army’s advance on both fronts has been checked and at some points the army was
pushed back suffering heavy casualties as'happened in Sartiz, the closest point in Rawandiz
to the Iranian border which is about 70 kms by road. Besides checking the army’s advance,
the Pesh Merga have very successfully shelled Iraqi positions and troop concentrations and
have been carrying out ever-increasing numbers of partisan operations both within and
behind enemy lines.

At the present, the frontal war, charaecteristic of the previous few months, is becom-
ing less and less active, apart from thé trading of artillery fire between the two sides.
For example, in the Rawandiz area, the front line, though not clear, is static, Never-
theless, the exchange of artilleryfire is a daily routine,” The same is true in the Ranya-
Qala Diza area,

But the Pesh Merga forces have stepped up their partisan activities. The stepping up
does not only concern the number of operations carried out per day but also the range of
targets hit and the land areas within which these operations are carried out. The Pesh
Merga now enter the main Kurdish towns under government control, shell or shoot at
government troops and sometimes even pursue them in the streets as has been recently
happening in Sulaimani, The area within which the Pesh Merga operate behind enemy lines
extends from Zakho in the north-west to Khanagin in the south-east, As for the range of
targets, they include among others power generating stations, high frequency power lines,
roads, railways and mercenary headquarters and police stations. The number of partisan
operations per day is much higher nowadays than it used to be a few months ago,

continued on page 6

SOARING PRICES AND SCARCE NECESSITIES — PRELUDES TO FAMINE

In their war to ‘crush’ the Kurdish national movement, the Baathist rulers in Baghdad
have proved to be the most ruthless and resolute in achieving their aims, One of the
‘weapons’ they have used is the starvation of the Kurdistan population in order to bring into
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submission to these rulers vicious wishes. To achieve starvation, Baghdad imposed a total
economic blockade on Kurdistan, It coupled this blockade with a law that sends to the
gallows everybody accused of ‘damaging the national economy’., The transfer of a kilo of
sugar or tea to the Kurdish area by a citizen is considered ‘damaging to the national
economy’ and the person involved is hanged to death, Many an innocent person has had this
tragic fate,

The consequences of this policy have been the scarcity of basic necessities and sky-
rocketting prices. For example, a kilo of flour in the Badinan area used to cost about
70 fils a kilo; it now costs 200 fils and is scarce. A litre of kerosin (which is used for
cooking) in Badinan now costs 167-222 fils; it used to cost only 20 fils before the war.
The same conditions apply to other necessities as the following table indicates.

Necessities (in fils)

Badinan Choman
Before the War Mid-Nov Mid-Nov
1974 1974
sugar (a sack of 100 kg) 15,000 40, 000- 13,500
50, 000
flour (a sack of 80 kg) 5,500 16,000 6,000
kerosin (a tin of 18 1,) 350 3,000~ 350
4,000
tea (a kilo) 1,000 2,500 1,000
transportation (of a ton) from Choman
to Badinan (distance about 160-180 km) 10,000 200, 000

THE WAR-TOLL
The Iragis:

Government losses since the start of the present war until December 15th, 1974, were:
8717 killed and 15, 973 wounded soldiers, NCOs and officers. In addition government
mercenaries suffered 1007 dead and 1763 wounded.

War material lost by the Iraqgis to the, Pesh Merga included: 471 tanks and armoured
vehicles, 46 aircraft, 128 pieces of artillery, 806 vehicles,

During the same period, 264 soldiers and officers were taken prisoners of war.
Deserters from the ranks of the Iraqi Army numbered 1073 and from the ranks of the merce
naries 1267,

Iragi war material captured by the Pesh Merga included: 1165 light arms; 96 machine-
guns; 64 wireless sets; 38 mortars, 41 anti-tank guns and a considerable amount of
ammunition and equipment.

The Kurds
Casualties suffered by the Pesh Merga were: 876 killed and 2238 injured,

War material lost or damaged in action included: 12 Doshkas; 4 (30mm) guns;
32 machine-guns of various types; 844 light weapons; 2 (120 mm) mortars; 7 (86 mm)
mortars; 6 (60 mm) mortars; 15 R. P. G. and 6 B-10s.

Civilian casualties amounted to 1754 killed and wounded.,

The number of raids carried out by the Iragi Airforce on Kurdish civilian centres and
Pesh Merga targets was 3978,

The villages bombed or strafed during the same period numbered 569,
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A grandmother who has walked over 100 miles from Kirkuk to the liberated area in Kurdistan.  Photo Lord Kilbracken, Camera Press, Londo
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Comment

Round five of the Kurdish War in Iraq is character-
ized by the savage and intensified methods used
against the Kurdish people; not only against the forces
of resistance, the Pesh Merga, but also in the way the
civilian population of Kurdistan have been affected.
The latest estimate is that at least 150,000 persons
have been made homeless refugees as a result of the
reckless bombings by the Iraqi Air Force, and by the
policies of intimidation against the families residing
in the towns under the Baathist regime’s control.
Indeed the most telling point about the new campaign
is the rabid determination of the dictators in Baghdad
to annihilate the Kurdish nation in Iraq once and for
all. The recent statements made by Saddam Tikriti,
the gunman ruler of Irag, and his henchmen in this
respect, all reveal the crude colonial direction of their
military campaign. It is quite clear that the Baathists
are continuing the genocidal war, conducted by prev-
ious Iraqi regimes since 1961. Although they are
doing it under the guise of “progressive” and
“socialist” slogans, their policies are simply the.old
racialist wine in new bottles. In fact this time.the
Baathist regime, backed by their increasing sinews of.
war as the result of the huge rise in oilirevenues, and
having concocted certain transitory and opporfunistic
domestic and foreign alliances, is attempting method-
ically to uproot the Kurdish existence as a community
in Kurdistan-Irag. This time the Kurdish people
equally had to mobilise its resistance potentials against
the ruthless enemy on a scale unsurpassed hitherto.
But the way the ordinary citizens of Kurdistan have
faced the new Baathist onslaught is remarkable for its
bravery, and is a living proof of the determination of
the Kurdish people to fight for their survival, and the
unequivocal support given by them to the leadership
of the liberation movement, the Kurdistan Democratic
Party and its president, Mustafa Barzani.

Undoubtedly the Kurdish people are fighting
against tremendous odds. Their oil is used as a means
of purchasing the most lethal weapons by the

Baathist regime. As economic and medical blockade
is in force, the burden of the daily needs of the pop-
ulation in the liberated areas, especially children,
women and old people, is very great, Hence the urgent
appeals to all international humanitarian organisations
for aid and medical relief, So far the response to these
appeals is very limited, and cautious, mainly because
many of the organisations adopt a rather formal and
legalistic approach to the problem. For example, the
attempts by the International Red Cross to persuade
the Iraqi Red Crescent, which is a Government con-
trolled body, to channel the humanitarian aid to
Kurdistan, are obviously doomed right from the start.
The Iraqi officials try to stall the issue as long as
possible, without having any intention to allow such
efforts to be effective. International organisations
should be concerned enough about the urgent sit-
vation in Kurdistan to be able to discern these
obstructive tactics by the Iraqi regime.

The Iraqi regime’s other tactic is to draw an infor-
mation blanket over what is going on in Kurdistan.
This conspiracy of silence has been a failure so far,
for no govémment can hide the fact that hundreds,
if not thousands of people are being killed. The regime
has itself recognised this by its feeble and glib att-
empts to rationalise their aggressive war against the
Kurdish people by claiming that the Kurdish move-
ment is a ‘rebellion against authority’ and ‘connected
with reactionary and imperialist circles’. The miserable
performance of the Baathist delegation, headed by
Naim Hadad, recently in Europe is the latest example
of the Baathist approach to the issue.

The Kurdish case attracts the spontaneous sym-
pathy of the international public opinion. It is hoped
that this sympathy is franslated into real support to
the extent that it will contribute to the alleviation of
the Kurdish peoples suffering, and the struggle of
Kurdistan for survival.
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War Crimes in Kurdistan-Iraq

Research by the Information Department of The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), 10 July, 1974,

Iragi authorities commit gross and flagrant violations of the
basic rights of the Iragi people in general and the Kurdish
people in particular.

The Government of Iraq has been waging a genocidal war
against the whole Kurdish people, in which it uses almost the
entire Iraqi Army, equipped by the most modern weapons.

The present war waged against the Kurdish people can be
considered one of the biggest of its kind ever waged by any
previous Iraqi Government. This war is actually the biggest one
in the Middle East at present. In the course of the war the Iraqi
authorities violate the basic rights of the Kurds and the
principles of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights in
the following fields:

1. The right to self-determination.

2. Racial discrimination.

3. Genocide by:

a. Intensive raids on civilian centres.
b. Economic blockade.
¢. Use of means of mass killing and destruction.
d. Burning of crops.
4. Violation of basic human rights such as:
a. The right to education.
b. The right to work.
c. The freedom of opinion and belief.
d. The right of choice of residence.

5. Destruction of cultural and historical heritages and
religious places and inhibition of the development of
the national culture in Iraqi Kurdistan.

The following report casts some light on these facts arld

events, substantiated by figures, dates and names.

For more than four months, the Iraqi armed forces have
been waging a genocidal war against the people of Kurdistan-
Iraq. In this war, Iraqi armed forces use the most modern
means of death and destruction against the civilian population
of the Kurdish region.

The Iraqi Baath regime has been waging this war in order to
destroy General Barzani and the Kurdish people for the simple
reason that they demand genuine autonomy for their home-
land.

In its campaign, the Baath regime has been using all the
units of the First, Second, Fourth, Sixth and Eighth army
divisions; half the units of the Third and Tenth divisions; 25
tank units; and the entire Iraqi airforce. As well as various
formations of mercenaries.

This war costs Iraq about half a million Dinars, i.e. approx-
imately £700,000 a day. The burden of this war is borne by
ordinary Iraqi citizens who have no say or interest in the war.

Besides imposing a total economic blockade, the Iragi
government has imposed a total blockade on the flow of
information on events in Kurdistan, claiming that it is fighting
‘a small number of isolated pockets of resistance’. The facts
and figures in this publication clearly refute this incredible
claim which is meant to deceive the world public opinion.

Economic Blockade

Since March 11, 1974, the Iraqi government has been imposing
a total economic blockade on Kurdistan-Iraq: it includes food-
stuffs, clothes, fuel and other necessities. To implement this
blockade, the government has used its administrative and
military apparatus as well as its international connections.

Hundreds of check-points have been established and
military patrols roam the area, checking people in order to
prevent the movement of goods to Kurdistan. All measures
have been adopted by the government to stop trade between
the areas it controls and the areas under the control of the
Kurdish Revolution.

In order to reinforce the blockade, the government has
started to ration foodstuffs and fuel and distribute them by
ration-cards in the areas under its control.

The movement of vehicles and the distribution of fuel to
motorists in the government-controlled areas require special
government licences.

As well as this, force, coercion, and prosecution are used
against anybody attempting not to strictly comply with the
blockade regulations.

The area under blockade is a vast one having 1.5 m.
inhabitants.

The consequences of the blockade have been: scarcity of
foodstuffs, sky-rocketing prices, and starvation. The situation
hag been worsening because of the war and will be more so in
winter because of snow blocking the roads.

The: effects of the blockade are especially noticable in the
Provinces of Dihok and Nineva (Mosul) because the Turkish
authorities-have closed the border between Turkey and Irag
due/'to the intervention and influence of the latter’s govern-
ment,

What has made the blockade harsher is the forced expro-
priation, without any compensation, of the crops of any and
every farmer the authorities suspect of having sympathy and
contacts with the Kurdish revolution. As for the areas not
under government-control, the Iraqi authorities use artillery,
airforce and the army to indiscriminately burn crops and
orchards; they do the same in all the areas newly coming under
their control.

Iraqi air raids aim, basically, at civilian centres, burning
crops, killing livestock, devastating houses and entire villages,
burning grain bams and foodstuff stocks, and destroying
means of transport, bridges and roads.

Air Raids on Civilian Centres

One of the characteristics of the present campaign is the con-
centrated and intensive air raids by government aircraft on
civilian centres in Kurdistan-Iraq; these raids are continuous
and take place day and night. The following figures speak for
themselves:
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Time Period No. of Air Raids
Mid-April — 15.7.74 (total) 1,542
Mid-April — 1.5.74 248
2574 —155.74 220
16.5.74 —-31.5.74 464
1.6.74 -156.74 396
16.6.74 —15.7.74 214

All these raids have been on civilian centres, Sometimes a parti-
cular town is raided continuously for many days. For example
22 air raids had been made on Chowman within three con-
secutive days at the end of April. On the whole, the average
number of air raids on the civilian targets during the period
mid-April to 15th July, 1974 has been (20) raids a day.

During the same period, (433) villages and communities
have been raided, as a result of which 440 people were killed
and over 500 wounded, most of them children, women and
aged. The following figures show the number of casualties
during that period:

Period No. Killed
19.4.74 — 15.74 307
2574 — 15574 40
16.5.74 - 31.5.74 59
1674 - 15.6.74 39
16.6.74 — 15.7.74 40
TOTAL 485

Some instances taken at random

June5  Two aircraft bombed the villages of Mamandawa,
Qaratapa, Delejan, Siwakan, and Bardashan. As
a result, an old woman (aged 90) and a child (aged
2) were killed; 70 head of cattle were killed and
two wheat barns burnt.
Balak was bombed; a farmer, Rahman Karim (agéd
15) was killed and Sadiq Karim (aged 8) was
wounded.
During a raid on the village Kakai Shmiran near
Derbandi Khan, two children were killed: Mahmud
Muhammad (aged 5) and Faiq Haji Faraj (aged 16).
June 10-12 The following civilian centres in the Province of
Kirkuk were bombed: Aghjalar, Blokin, Mutlija,
Chinartu, Kani, Henjir, Golan, Maila, Shorja,
Surtawshan and Girgir. Many houses and other
buildings were destroyed, among them Aghjalar
mosque.
June 11-13 The Barzan area was intensively bombed; crops
were burnt; houses destroyed; two farmers working
on their fields were killed.
The villages of Dinarta, Garbaiz, Amawa, and
Ashkafti in Aqra, Province of Dehok were bombed
and their crops burnt.

June 6

June 10

June 23

Facts and data indicate that the government’s airforce
purposely aims at civilian targets, such as schools, hospitals,
churches and mosques as the following instances show:

April 29 More than 20 individuals were killed during a raid
on the Galala bridge near the Iraqi-Iranian border.
Many foreign journalists and photographers wit-
nessed this tragedy.

April 30

May 4

May 7

May 12

May 16

May 21

May 24

May 25

June 11

August §
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A village in Kifri, Kirkuk, was raided; as a result 8
people were killed: Khairiya Yunus (woman),
Bahija Said Karim (woman), Sattar Salih
Muhammad (child), Mulla Muhamad Salih (old
man), Kawa Sattar Salih (infant), Rauf Muhammad
Ali (child), Rahman Muhammad Ali (infant), and
Fatima Said Karim (woman).

The village of Sar-aw, Suleimani, was bombarded;
9 individuals were killed and 6 others wounded.
Five houses were demolished. The dead are:
Tawfiq Abdul Qadir, Fatima Said Fattah, Amina
Abd al-Karim, Aa’si Mulla Mahmud, Ahmad
Muhammad Amin, Waheed Nuri, Rauf Haji Fattah,
Nazdar Husein Qadir, and Ibrahim Muhammad.
Dair Rubban Hurmuz monastery on Mount
Alquosh, Nineva (Mosul) was raided. Parts of the
monastery were destroyed. The fate of monks
Shamun and Sawa and an old lady waiting on the
monastery’s monks is not known.

The army’s artillery bombarded the village of
Bachachi near Suleimani severely wounding
a whole family: the mother Fatima Said (26 years
old) and her four children: Cheman Karim (8),
Salar Karim (6), Sardar Karim (4) and Dara Karim
(2). Their condition is critical.

A number of aircraft raided a village in Ain Sifni,
Nineveh(Mosul) killing three women: Siwa Haji
Ismail, Habibah Sheikh Muhammad, and Halimah
Sufi.

In an air raid on the villages of Hinjir, Khoshaw,
Perko, and Simanajiyan, Raniya, Suleimani, 11
people were wounded: Khalid Hamza (aged 6),
Ramazan Rasul (2), Husein Rasul (40), Abdul-
rahman Haji Faqi (40), Ali Mahmud (40), Mrs,
Ameena Abdullah (70), Kamel Abdullah (70),
Mrs. Amina Haji Faraj (40), Muhammad Abdullah
(40), Rasul Muhammad (40), and Rezan Rasul (2).
The Iraqi airforce carried out concentrated raids
on the village of Karnak, Tellafar region, Nineva,
The entire village dwellers fled away and took
refuge in the liberated areas.

17 villages were reported to have been shelled in
Suleimani.

A number of fighter aircraft strafed the mosque of
the village ‘Soldi’; government authorities knew
that the mosques in Kurdistan-Iraq have become
makeshift camps for refugees flocking from
government controlled areas. Further, the raid
took place at the time of prayer when the mosque
was most crowded. In the raid, the mosque was
demolished, 8 persons killed, and 6 others
wounded. Among the dead were the following
Moslim priests:

Sheikh Bagir Sheikh Hasan, Sheikh Nuri Sheikh
Hazan, Sheikh Bahauldin Sheikh Najmuldin, and
Sheikh Ahmad.

Iraqi aircraft made raids on the town of Galala and
the area of Balek; as a result 7 persons were killed
and another 9 wounded.



The Tragedies of Qala Diza and Halabja
At 9.45 hours, 24th April, 1974, two aircraft raided the town
of Qala Diza, Province of Sulaimani. The aircraft’s targets were
the crowded centre of the town, a building which had been
converted into a makeshift university, a hospital and a school.
The raid resulted in (134) persons killed and another (52)
wounded, most of them children, women, university students
and pupils. Among the killed are two entire families. The
following is a partial list of the people killed in the raid:

Profession
University student

Name

Serwer Ali Quadir
Muhammad Salih Sam Sam
Azad Husein

Burhan Abdullah

Faruq Ali Abdullah

Soran Muhammad Salta
Abdulghani Gharib

Qubad Hasan Huji Qadir
Azad Nuri Hama Ali
Muhammad Umar Ahmad
Nurruddin Ahmad

Zara Mahmud

Mamrash Ali Bapir

Fardar Haji Abdullah

Salih Ahmad Haji Sabir
Salam Ahmad Haji Sabir
Jabbar Ahmad Haji Sabir
Bakhtiyar Ahmad Haji Sabir
Juwan Ahmad Haji Sabir
Kazhal Ahmad Haji Sabir
Shahla Ahmad Haji Sabir
Fakhriyah Ahmad Haji Sabir
Berzin Qadir Westa Ahmad
Qamri Qadir Westa Ahmad
Amanj Qadir Westa Ahmad
Habib Qadir Westa Ahmad
Piruz Qadir Westa Ahmad
Suran Muhammad
Senober Muhammad
Alisha Rasul

Galala Ali Khorshid

Diman Abdubrahman Rustam

Secondary-school student

Child
One Family

Mother
Child
One family and
their mother
who was pregnant
Child
Housewife

Child

In addition, (118) houses were either completely or partly
destroyed as well as a number of public buildings, such as the
Tobacco Monopoly Office, the hospital, the municipality
centre, the Mayor’s house, the town’s public bath, Qala Diza
Hotel, Qala Diza School, the power station, and parts of the
makeshift university. (47) shops, tea shops and restaurants
were destroyed; in many cases their owners and customers
were buried under them.

On 26th April, only two days after the massacre at Qala
Diza, the town of Halabja was raided during which (33)
persons were killed and (40) wounded. The following is
a partial list of names of some of the killed:

Name Profession
Burhan Husein Child
Aziz Muhammad Khuwsz Murad Labourer
Ayar Ali [smail Child
Ari Ali Ismail Child
Kafiya Haji Muhammad Housewife
Muhammad Abdubrahman
Afendi Pensioner
Ahmad Ghafur Salih Secondary-school studen:
Sherko Umar Maghdur Secondary-school studen:
Azad Ali Secondary-school studen:
Hamida Mahmud Housewife
Qadir Rasheed Butcher
and three of his children
Bahnaz Hasan Qadir Child

In addition, the buildings of the town’s municipality, the
public bath, a tea house, a hotel, (80) shops and other buildings
were destroyed in the raid.

Burning and Looting of Crops and Property

Iragi troops and security forces have been burning the crops
and villages of areas newly coming under their control. Fields
and crops located in areas under the Kurdish movement’s
control are burnt by air raids and long-range artillery bombard-
ment.” After having brought some areas under their control,
these troops bring along harvesting machines to harvest and
confiscate the crops of every Kurd suspected of sympathising
with the Kurdish movement. In addition, other properties and
livestock belonging to these Kurds are looted.

Some Instances

May 9 At 18.30 hours, two Sokhoi aircraft raided a
number of villages in the Selefani Valley, Zakho:
fields were bombed, crops burnt and houses
destroyed in the raid.
Government mercenaries looted the property of
three farmers of the village ‘Sutyan’, the Province
of Suleimani. The things looted are: 12 sheep
belonging to Karim Hama Murad; 1 cow belonging
to Haji Qadir Hama Amin; and 205 Iraqi Dinars
(about £300) belonging to Ahmad Hama Rash.
While occupying the Selefani Valley, government
troops and mercenaries burnt many villages, among
them Fishkhabur and Derabon, inhabited by
Christians; the churches of these villages were
burnt and Mushe Ilya (aged 80) and Gharib Melke
(aged 90) were shot dead.
June 10-14 The stock of all the shops in Chamchamal, on the
Kirkuk-Suleimani road, were looted by govern-
ment troops and mercenaries.

May 12

June 12

Onnight Government artillery bombarded the village of
of June  Eshkefte at Nehle, Aqra, Province of Dehok.
15-16 burning the fields of the village and destroying

the crops, as well as killing a child, two women anc
an old man.
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Tune22  Government artillery bombarded the village of
‘Majeed Salar’, burning the fields and destroying
the crops of the villagers in addition to causing
many casualties, mostly among children and
women.

Guarded by tanks, a number of harvesting
machines harvested the fields of the Salabi area
(Pirdi, Altun Kopru, Kirkuk). The harvest was
confiscated by the authorities. The reason was that
the authorities suspected either the owners of the
fields or their relatives of having contacts with the
Kurdish revolution.

A raid on Zakho caused the death of a child (1)
and injury to four, among whom was a woman.

A half hour continuous raid on Chwarta and

another 7 hours raid on Safeen region caused death
and destruction and burning o citizens and their
properties.
Five planes raided the villages to the east of
Sarsang, and the villages of Grini, Barooshki, Kofli
of the Mangesh district and burned their agri-
cultural crops.

The villages of Khalefa Ahmed, Jabrawa, Satoor,
Gori, Ganoor, Razwan, Bardi Ali, all in the
Khanagin district were raided, their crops
destroyed and many houses demolished.

Agricultural crops were set on fire in the villages'
of Pirisa, Saki Qararote, and Harfata by air and
ground raids. The villages of Hajeela and
Nowmachik in the Khanagin region were heavily
raided and their crops burned and shattered.

A raid on the Kareza Wishk district of ‘the
Suleimani city resulted in the death of a child and
wounding of three other children, and burning of
their agricultural crops.

A number of houses in Chwarta were demo-
lished and their farms set on fire.

A raid on two villages of Kani Mazo and Kani
Watmani in the Betwata region resulted in: injury
to nine people including three infants.

Khanagin region was continuously bombarded
throughout the day and its crops gravely damaged
and most of it burned.

Qaradagh villages were bombarded for twenty
minutes burning agricultural crops and killing
many cattle.

June 23

July 1

July 3

Tuly 4

July 5

Mass Expulsions of Families

Many Kurdish families have been forced or coerced to leave
the towns (including Baghdad) and villages under government
control; others have been forcibly deported by the Iragi
authorities in contravention of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights which guarantees the rights of every citizen to
choose his or her place of residence.

Since the beginning of May, the Iraqi authorities have been
conducting night raids on.Kurdish families living in the towns,
including Baghdad. Women and children are forced to accom-
pany the security forces in their sleeping garments; they are
not permitted to bring along personal or necessary belongings.

They are crowded into open trucks and driven to areas where
military operations are going on. They are then unloaded and
forced to walk towards areas under the Kurdish Revolution
control; this means that they must walk between 10 and 25
kilometres. The only wrong of these people is that they are
closely or distantly related to somebody who has joined the
ranks of the Revolution,

A Few Instances

April 1 The Kurdish inhabitants of 9 villages in Khanagin
were deported and replaced by Arabs; these
villages are: Banmil, Lower Kahriz, Upper Kahriz,
Mulla Aziz, Abdulla Beg, Pika, Ali Murad, Yusuf
Beg and Warbandjaq.

The government authorities expelled 29 persons
from the town of Suleimani. They were forced out
because they were related to some men who had
previously joined the ranks of the Revolution.

The authorities in Simel, Province of Dehok, using
bulldozers demolished the homes of the Kurds of
that area, Ironically these houses had been built by
the government as provided for in the March 11,
1970 agreement and as a compensation for these
Kurds whose homes had been demolished or
destroyed during previous wars between the
Kurdish revolution and the government.

The authorities rounded up (12) Kurdish families
in Khanagin. After having confiscated their pro-
perties, they were loaded in armoured amphibious
troop carriers. They were then forced to cross
River Sirwan on these carriers, the authorities
hoping that the Kurdish forces on the other side of
the river would fire on them thinking that they
were Iragi troops. Fortunately for these innocent
people, the Kurdish forces realised at the last
moment that there was a trick, and the lives of
these people were saved. (for their names, see
list below).

On the night of 9-10 June, the authorities rounded
up 10 families in the town of Dehok. They were
detained in a school in the town. At 21.30 hours,
they were ordered to walk to the Kurdish-
controlled areas via Dihok Valley. The authorities
had full knowledge of the Valley being a military
zone and of land mines having been laid there.
Many families were deported from Mendili,
Jalawla, Sadiya, Shahraban and Khanagin, Pro-
vince of Diyala.

28 families, having 94 members, from the towns of
Dehok and Mosul were deported.

(42) families from the village of Gawra, Khanagin,
were deported.

The authorities started a campaign of persecuting
Kurdish people and their families in Sinjar and
Tellafar.

The authorities rounded up more than 400 women
and children from Dehok and Nineva (Mosul).
Al-Sharqiyah Secondary-School was made their
prison.

May 28

June 4

June 7

June 10

June 10

June 14
June 18

June 19

June 20
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Mrs. Samira Mahmud from the town of Kirkuk 4. Mrs. Zahwa Innabi 4 women and 3 children
was deported; however she was not permitted to 5. Sheikh Ali Najim al-Din 6 women and 5 children
bring along her infant (4 months of age) who 6. Mrs. Semiyah Qadir 6 women and 5 children
remained in the house behind locked doors. On 7. Mus. Sayah Mir Hashim 7 women and 6 children
arriving in the areas controlled by the Kurdish 8. Hama Hasan 3 women and 2 children
Revolution, she made an appeal, broadcast by the 9. Husein Faiz Alla (teacher) 8 women and 7 children
Voice of Kirdistan-Irag, to her neighbours to save 10. Ali Bewaki 6 members
her infant from dying. 11. Said Juwamir 8 members

June 25  The authorities in the town of Suleimani closed 12. Wais Muhammad 3 members
down the Moslim Orphans School and deported its  13. Mansur Saya Khan 10 members
students, among them: Mustafa Said (aged 12), 14. Hamad Ibrahim 10 members
Othman Sabil (aged 10), Tahsin Faraj (aged 10), 15, Muhammad Gumar 9 members
and Kurdistan Muhammad Sharif (aged 9). 16. Mrs. Sakina Hatim 4 members

17. Mrs. Zina Qasim 9 members
18. Sekina Murad 6 members
Partial List of the Names of Families of Kurdish Notables 19. Lieutenant Husein Salih 3 members
Expelled from Baghdad at the Beginning of May 1974 20. Aziz Pishtiwan ) 6 members
The faily of: —— 21. Police Officer O!nar Mirza 5 members
e family
1. Nuri Shawes Minister in the Iraqi 22. Muhammad Amin Othman

. 23. Muhammad Amin Habib
G{wernm?m tm. 25'3‘..74 24, Torahim Said

2. Salih Yusufi amm
3. Muhammad Mahmud Abdul " 7 - " 2. Sahh.Sald
Rahman ; 4 26. Husein Hasan Numan
4. Dara Tawfiq Editor-in-Chief of Taakhi 2/ Hasan Ahmad Qadir
Daily Newspaper gg i]h 'I];;]n S\Eli*lusein
5. Farhad Othman Awni Manager of Taakhi Daily 5 Aﬁma daSaIih Ros
Newspaper s ;
; ; : 31, Haji Habib Muhammad
6. Adil Murad ?elsrdenft.,slt(u{;dl_jsttan 32. Ahmad Diwana Muhammad
TRV IaEN 33. Muhammad Abdullah
7. Abd Murad Contractor 34. Ahmad Abdullah
8. Omer Bamerni Government Offieial 35' Maieed Rasheed
9. Muhammad Amin Ali Director-General, Minisizy.. 35" 1 b0\ B IE e
of the Affairs of thé North 37“ Ab dlﬂ]i‘lh 23& dir
10. Yaddullah Karim Member, Secretariat, : : .
: § L 38, Hamid Juma
Kurdistan Demoeratic 39. Jakal Mineh
Youth Union : : .
11. Yasin Abdul Rahman Government Official :? éj; ;?naiiiflhﬁzrélmad st
12, Majid Ali Engineer 42' Taha Mahmud
13, Bakhtiyar Marouf Jiyawuk  Government Official 43' Matan Mubainmad
14, Muhammad al-Badri Teacher, writer and poet .’ 'Fatlt & Aula
7§ e 45. Mahmud Haii Rahim
* i ; 46. Othman Mineh
17. Ibrahim Ahmad Mirza 47 Sal i
: . Saleem Naji
18. Jamal Muhammad Mirza .
19. Ziro Aivub 48. Mahmud Hamid Juma
20' MuhsinyZ()urab 49. Rashid Hamid Juma
2]: Hazaii Zonsals 50. Hasan Muhammad Abdullah
22. Salah Abid Murad g,‘i MAh“ha‘g'gaf Suleiman
23. Mikhael Mansour e el
24, Siham Aziz Yusuf 33. Husein Suleiman

54, Abdullah Husein
55. Rasheed Muhammad Wali

56. Mrs. Amineh Mahmud
Partial List of Names of Families Deported from Khenagin and 57, Mahmud Amin Agha

Jalawla, Province of Diyala, on 7, 8 and 18 June, 1974 58. Ahmad Majeed
Name Number 59. Mahmud Ahmad Salih Riza
1. Barzan Muhammad Salih 3 women and 2 children 60. Juma Ali Habib
2. Lieutenant Ismail M. Khidir ~ 2 women and a child 61. Muhammad Maulud
3. Dr. Ibrahim M. Khidir 2 women and a child 62. Maulud Husein
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List of Names of Families Expelled from Suleimani on
11 June, 1974
Name of Family
1. Sheikh Muhammad al-Qaradaghi — religious leader and 29
persons of his family.
2. Mustafa Sheikh Ali Khal
3. Tahir Beg Baban

Names of Families Deported from Harir, the Province of Arbil
onJune 4, 1974
Name of Family
. Ahmad Khider
. Othman Yusuf
. Ahmad Yunus
. Tahir Baba Sheikh
. Hasan Sofi
. Salih Mirza
Ahmad Sheikh
. Sheikh Mahumad Ibrahim
. Mulla Ibrahim Yunus
. Said Nuri Said Hasan
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List of Families Deported from Kirkuk on June 8, 1974
Name of Family

. Nuri Abdullah

. Najm al-Din Gali

. Omer Murad

. Abd Ali Agha

. Izzat Mulla Ahmad Amin

. Mulla Rifat

. Fatih Ahmad Muhammad
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Torture and Executions

The authorities arrest Iraqi citizens, both men, and women, of
Kurdish origin and either execute them after summary:trials or
torture them to death for no known reason(s). The same is
done to Iraqi citizens of Arab origin who oppose the war the
Iraqi government has been waging on the Kurdish people of
the country.

A. A List of People Executed During April and May 1974

. Sabir Hamad Abdullah

. Muhsin Hama Rash

. Ihsan Hama Rash

. Mulla Haidar Muhammad - worker

. Ahmad Abbas Kaka

. Hasib Qadir

. Abul Wahid Juwamir

. Hamid Muhammad Rasheed

. Khudaida Sabil

. Tahsin Haju Aswas

. Thsan Juma Husein

. Juwad Murad Hamawandi — worker

. Laila Qasim Hasan, university student, the first girl to have
been executed in Iraq for her political opinions and
national identity.

. Nariman Fuad Mesti — University student

. Azad Suleiman Bayiz Miran — University student
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16. Hasan Hama Rashid — University Student

17. Ahmad Ismail Sorah, was arrested in the village of Basirga
on 22 April; he was shot dead for no known reason.

18. Mulla Ali Omer al-Shamsani — a Moslim priest — was
arrested at the end of May. His eyes were gouged out and
then he was tortured to death because he did not support
the Iraqi government’s policy on the Kurdish issue.

B. On June 9, two Iraqi citizens of Arab origin, were executed
in the village of Kharaba Ruta, Dibis, Province of Kirkuk
because they opposed the Iragi government’s policy on the
Kurdish issue. They are: Security Officer Ibrahim Muhammad
and the Chairman of the village Farmer’s Society, Abd Allah
Rabi.

In Tell Aafar, Province of Nineva (Mosul), Muhammad
Yunis Rida (aged 35) was arrested, his property confiscated
and tortured to death because his brother has joined the ranks
of the Kurdish Revolution.

C. On June 19, the security forces of Nineva (Mosul) tortured
to death for no known reason, Husein Barwas Abdu from the
village of Khan Asna’iya, Zummar.

D. 11 Kurdish notables had been tortured in Baghdad and
executed in the Kurdish town of Arbil. They had been
detained long before the present war started. No charges have

been made against them by the authorities.

Refugees

Never. before in the history of the Kurdish people has such
a large-scale refugee problem been witnessed as the one in the
past few months.

Tens of thousands (estimated at 200,000) of refugees have
been flocking from government controlled areas for fear of
detention, prosecution, persecution and murder. These refugees
come \from' all’ walks of life; physicians, engineers, lawyers,
judges, professors, teachers, university and high-school students
and pupils, army and police officers, Moslim priests, journalists,
writers, and tens of thousands of workmen, farmers, self-
employed and businessmen. These people have been coerced to
flee government controlled areas without bringing along any of
their personal belongings or property. Their properties were
later expropriated by the Iraqi authorities, Their salaries and
pensions have been discontinued.

The stream of refugees still flows. An average of 100
individuals flee the government controlled area every day in
order to escape surveillance and oppression by the security
forces.

The deserted homes of these refugees are kept under tight
surveillance; they are frequently searched. The security forces
have arrested some members of the families of the refugees.
For example, in the town of Arbil alone, about 200 individuals
have been arrested. Some of them are even summarily tried
and executed for unknown reasons.

In addition, new refugees are made in areas newly coming
under government control. In these areas, many families and
individuals are forced into becoming refugees for fear of arrest
or confiscation of their means of livelihood by the authorities.
These authorities adopt a number of measures that aim at
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paralysing the economic life of newly controlled areas; these
are; bombing of villages and other civilian centres (using
1,000 kgs, 750 kgs, and 250 kgs bombs), setting fire to whole
towns (as has happened to the town of Zakho, (see The
Guardian and The Times, London May 10, 1974), using time-
bombs and dropping children’s toys that explode when
touched.
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Many of the refugees still live in caves and in tents; they
lack the minimum necessities of life. Others, numbering a few
tens of thousands have sought refuge in neighbouring Iran. The
Iranian Shir u Khorshid Society has been offering them some
necessary humanitarian aid, No aid has been given them from
any other quarters.
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Disruption in Education

The policy of the Iraqi government and the war it has been
waging on the Kurdish people have paralysed schools and
higher education in the various parts of Kurdistan-Iraq. This is
due to the following factors: many of the professors and
teachers have been coerced into becoming refugees for reasons
discussed elsewhere in this paper; the state of war and military
operations, and continuous air raids. These raids have caused
the total or partial destruction of a great number of schools
and the University of Suleimani. These have been one of the
main targets of air raids in an attempt to disrupt and terminate
the process of teaching at all levels.

Higher Education

In the morning of March 12, 1974, i.e. a few hours after the
government had announced its unilaterally made ‘law of auto-
nomy’, the military authorities in the town of Suleimani,
where the only university in Iragi-Kurdistan is located,

surrounded the university with soldiers and tanks and a.

number of troops entered and occupied the university itself;
they took positions on top of a number of the university
buildings. The security forces made a number of provocations.

The university council did its utmost to convince the
military authorities to withdraw its troops from the university
premises but all its attempts were met with failure.

Under such conditions, it was impossible to conduct the
basic function of the university, namely, teaching” This
situation forced the students, teaching and administrative
staffs to leave both the university and town and move to areas
controlled by the Kurdish revolution, preferring to live under
difficult conditions, but in liberty, to living under militacy
occupation, terror and threats of arrest. The following is
a partial list of staff who had to move out of the university
after it had been occupied:

23 holders of Ph.D degrees

10 holders of M.A. or M.Sc. degrees
17 holders of B.A. or B.Sc. degrees
16 administrative staff and engineers

As well as hundreds of students. (The University of Suleiman
is a new and small university which normally has a little over
1,000 students).

In addition, a number of Kurdish professors and students
from the other universities in Iraq were forced to become
refugees.

In areas controlled by the Kurdish Revolution, a committee
was formed to study the possibility of conducting courses
there. It was decided to start these courses on 1 May, 1974 in
Qala Diza. However, on April 24, the Iraqi airforce made a raid
on that town (see details of the raid elsewhere in this paper)
killing 10 students and one administrative staff, and wounding
Dr.AS. Abbas and Dr.N.A. Baldar, both professors at the
College of Agriculture.

Schooling

A large number of schools are located in areas controlled by
the Kurdish Revolution; they constitute about half the total
number of schools in Kurdistan-Iraq, having over 5,500
teachers. The number of elementary schools and pupils in
those areas is given in the following table:

Elementary Schools

Province or District No. of Schools No. of Pupils
Dehok Province 200 12,000
Arbil Province 200 20,000
Suleimani Province 350 25,000
Kirkuk Province 20 1,500
Agra and Sheikhan Districts _80 5,000
TOTAL 850 63,500

The number of pupils of intermediate schools in those areas is
about 6,000 and of secondary schools 3,500 pupils.

Because of the Kurdish leadership’s concern for education,
it did-its best to help continue instruction in these schools
after the-rupture with the government. However, the intensive
and concentrated bombing of civilian centres, where a number
of schools have been hit and pupils killed, has made the con-
tinuation of instruction in these schools impossible because of
the great danger and risks involved.

Lessons as usual in the liberated zone.  Photo Lord Kilbracken, Camera Press, London.
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The Problem of Medicare among the Kurdish Refugees

The land and air attacks on Kurdistan by the Iragi armed
forces have resulted in killing and injuring hundreds of Kurdish
citizens. Moreover, lack of medicine, food and shelter has
created a condition which would threaten hundreds of
thousands of refugees to the danger of starvation and death.
To overcome this human tragedy, the following medical items
are urgently needed:

Medical
1. First-aid bags

. Different sizes of bandages

. Different sizes of Gypsonz

. Different types of needles and surgical sutures, silks,
catgut, and so forth.

. Surgical instruments for major operations

. Different sizes of surgical gloves

. Anaesthetic machine (quantity 5)

. Anasthetic materials: fluthen, ether, 50 and local type.

. Citrated bottles for collecting blood

10. Anti-D, Anti-B, Anti-A for blood cross matching
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31
32
33
34
35

. Dried plasma

. Plasma volume expander solution
. Stretchers (quantity 1000)

. Ambulances (quantity 20)

. Battem projector (10)

Food
1. Dried milk for infants
2. Canned meat, cheese, etc.
3. Dried food
4, Different types of dried proteins
5. As reported earlier there is a great shortage of food to feed
the ever-increasing exodus of refugees.

Shelter

1. Blankets (20,000)

2. Sheets (50,000)

3. Pillows (10,000)

4. Sponge mattresses (10,000)
5. Portable beds (10,000)

Tents

i1 Hiwasos snddls As emphasised elsewhere in this report the number of 50,000
12. Scalp needles !
. ; R : tents are urgently needed to handle the expanding refugee
13. Infusion sets, and different types of infusion solution : . o e
; sliuitars popu!atu_m‘ In addition, a similar number of blankets and
14. Oxygen cy i bedding is also needed.
15. Full operating room
16. Operating tents
17. Stomach tubes
18. E.C.G.(3) )
19. Morphine, Pethedine, Poralydehyde amps. Prisoners of War
20. Disposable syringe and needles of different sizes In thie fighting between the Kurdish revolution forces and
21. Kerosen Autoclave (quantity 5) those of the government many members of the Iraqi armed
22. Anti-shock, anti-tetanus, anti-gos gangrum. forces, both military and police, have fallen and been captured
23. Antibiotics, anti-malaria, anti-T.B., anti-diarthogay dntit_in‘the’hands of Kurdish forces.
seva, anti-pyrectocs Below is a list of sixty four captives, including two army
24. Different types of splints (Thomas, Straight; 4rid so forth) and, police: officers, who have been kept in custody in the
25. Kerosene refrigerator (quantity 10) Chouman and Rayat prison camps which are about 150 km.
26. Different kinds of urethral catheters (different sizes) north-east of the city of Arbil. The information provided is in
27. Different kinds of vaccines accordance with specifications contained in the Capture Card
28. Different kinds of eye drops of Prisoners of War which we have received from the Central
29. Different types of tonics Tracing Agency of the Intemational Committee of the Red
30. Different types of analgesics Cross.
Name of P.O.W. Place and Date of Birth Rank Date of
Capture
I.  Yacoub Karim Yacoub Nasiriah 1946 Lieutenant 26.3.74
2. Abdul Hadi Hussain Salman Babylon 1949 Police Lieutenant 13.3.74
3. Muneer Mohammed Sultan Baghdad 1948 Deputy Police 11.3.74
4. Salmen Daoud Abbas Baghdad 1941 Deputy Police 11.3.74
5. Abdul Jabbar Mareed Said Baghdad 1926 Deputy Police 11.3.74
6. Khalil Mohammed Bleesh Mosul 1954 Deputy Police 23.5.74
7. Shakir Mahmoud Karim Wassit 1940 Deputy Police 11.3.74
8. Abdul Zahra Salman Tehir Amara 1946 Deputy Police 13.3.74
9. Shakir Tehir Khilati Bahili Basrah 1949 Master Sergeant 11.3.74
10. Lafta Bleewi Mahmoud Mathanna 1946 Master Sergeant 234.74
11, Shuna’i Ihsab Mirza Qadisiya 1935 Master Sergeant 204.74
12, Thannon Younis Mohammed Mosul 1934 Master Sergeant 11.3.74
13.  Juwad Saleh Hammood Basrah 1934 Master Sergeant 11.3.74
14, Abdul Khalig R. Moosa Kirkuk 1951 Sergeant 11.6.74
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Name of P.O.W. Place and Date of Birth Rank Date of
Capture

15. Ida’yim Yasir Juwayyid Nasiriah 1945 Lance-Corporal 204.74
16.  Dalf Humaidi Ali Babylon 1931 Sergeant 24474
17.  Ali Abid Jasim Babylon 1937 Sergeant

18.  Abdul Hussain K. Greno Basrah 1953 Lance-Corporal 11.4.74
19. Rasheed Saleh Mahdi Wassit 1946 Sergeant Corporal 204.74
20.  Abdul Hussain Atiyyah Nasiriah 1947 Soldier 204.74
21.  Zamil Shuwa'i Farhad Meesan 1945 Soldier 204.74
22, Jabbar A'yyal Sultan Nasiriah 1953 Soldier 204.74
23, Sughayyir Manoor Njoris Nasiriah 1950 Soldier 204.74
24, Jasim Nasir Abid Meesan 1951 Soldier 204.74
25,  Jasim Kadhim Karim Nasiriah 1955 Soldier 6.5.74
26.  Abdul Reza Rassan Na'eema Meesan 1954 Soldier 31.3.74
27.  Theni Muhsinn Bad’i Meesan 1951 Soldier 204.74
28, Nassem Fadhil Uqaili Meesan 1941 Soldier 20.4.74
29. Haqqi Ismail Ali Diala 1953 Soldier 18.4.74
30. Muhsinn Abbas Abdulla Mosul 1954 Soldier 24.4.74
31. Mohammed Nazzal M. Wadi Nineveh 1951 Soldier 20.4.74
32. Haleem Ni'mah Rasool Babylon 1953 Soldier 24.4.74
33.  Wahab Mustafa Saleh Mosul 1953 Soldier 24474
34, Abdul Kadhim Obaid Flayyih Nasir 1955 Soldier 6.5.74
35.  Jasim Hamood Jasim Baghdad 1952 Soldier 134.74
36. Jabbar Birto Khidhayir Basrah 1954 Soldier 1.3.74
37.  Mihed! Sa’eed Thannoon Mosul 1954 Soldier 7.3.74
38. Mahdl Saleh Shibeeb Diala 1953 Soldier 19.4.74
39.  Ali Ghami Ramadhan Anbar 1953 Soldier 18.4.74
40, Mesri Gati’ [hmaidi Babylon 1948 Sergeant 11.3.74
41.  Abdul Rahman Fathi Baghdad 1951 Soldier 11.3.74
42.  Saleh Hamad Jasim Anbat 1932 Sergeant 234.74
43, Hammad Muhsin Madhloom Anbar 1936 Sergeant 234.74
44, Sa’eed Khalaf Abbas Mosul 1939 Corporal 11.3.74
45.  Mohammed Mansoor Saleh Anbar 1945 Lance Corporal 234.74
46. Munshid Batti Jabir Muthanna 1935 Lance Corporal 234.74
47. O’dah Itheemah Bddai Baghdad 1941 Lance Corporal 23.4.74
48.  Ali Hassan Younis Sa’di Baghdad 1951 Police 11.3.74
49. Sa'eed Alias Sulaiman Mosul 1942 Police 11.3.74
50. Hassan Kurdi Shihaatha Mosul 1954 Police 23.5.74
51. Najim Abdulla Rejab Mosul 1954 Police 23.5.74
52.  Raheem Mahdi Jabr Nasiriah 1943 Police 234.74
53.  Abid Salman Warish Qadisiyah 1943 Police 23.4.74
54. Hassan Ali Abdulla Mosul 1954 Police 23.5.74
55.  Faisal Farhan Bnaidir Anbar 1955 Police 234.74
56. Zaid Khalaf Muhsinn Mosul 1943 Police 11.3.74
57.  Saddam Abdul Hassan J. Meesan 1951 Police 11.3.74
58.  Raji Guman A’ttiyah Muthanna 1953 Police 23.4.74
59.  Mohammed Ridhewa Hussain Babylon 1951 Police 23.5.74
60. Rasheed Hameed Hussain Baghdad 1956 Police 23.5.74
61. Abbas Saleh Fad'eez Mosul 1954 Police 23.5.74
62. Fadhil M, Hassan Ali Mosul 1954 Police 23.5.74
63. Mada’i Hamood Farhan Muthanna 1941 Police 234.74
64.  Naif Hindi Faraj Mosul 1954 Police 23.5.74

The above-mentioned prisoners of war are all in good health
and have been receiving good treatment as we are committed
to abide by the Geneva International Agreement concerning
prisoners of war. We express our readiness to let them contact
their relatives and families. We have already used all the
communication means at our disposal and have given them the
opportunity to speak to their families on the Voice of Iraqi-

Kurdistan radio station. We confirm our commitment to the
Geneva agreement whether or not the Iragi government abides
by it. We welcome representatives of the ICRC to visit and
inspect the prison camps, review their general conditions and
talk to them. We assure the representatives of the ICRC that
we are ready to offer all the assistance they require in carrying
their noble mission.
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Press Releases

KURDISTAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY — FOREIGN REPRESENTATION
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On 30th July the Iraqi Government annouseed the appoint-
ment of 60 members of a “legislature” for the ‘region of
Kurdistan. This measure has been due ever since the unilateral
declaration by the Baathist regime of an autonomy law on
11th March, 1974, It is obvious that the regime has met many
difficulties in its attempts to enlist sufficient number of citizens
from Kurdistan for its fake autonomy plan. It has only ann-
ounced 60 names instead of the 80 as enacted in the original
law. This is hardly surprising. The Kurdish liberation move-
ment, led by the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), has ex-
posed the Baathist regime’s attempts to disguise the genocidal
and colonial war being waged against the people of Kurdistan
by such empty gestures as appointing various eunuch bodies
and falsely calling them “legislative”, “executive”, etc.

The reasons for the rejection of the Baathist version of
autonomy plan by the KDP are:
First, the manner in which the so-called “Law of Autonomy”
was declared on 11th March, 1974 was in complete breach of
the March 1970 Agreement which recognised the KDP as the
essential party to any settlement of the Kurdish issue.
Second, the crucial terms of the March Agreement are still
awaiting implementation. The plan does not make any prov-
isions for carrying out the most fundamental principle of the
Agreement, i.e., the carrying out of an official census in order
to delineate the boundaries of one united autonomous region

in Kurdistan. Furthermore, the Baathist regime refuses to halt
its racialist policy of Arabizing areas of Kurdistan, such as the
Kirkuk, Khanaqin, and Sinjar. The general policies of racial
discrimination on social, educational and economic levels
continue to be practised against Kurdish citizens.

Third, the Baathist law does not permit any financial planning
and budgetry powers for the regional administration. The
central government is responsible for every detail of expend-
iture in the region. KDP has proposed that Kurdistan’s share
in the five-year development plans and annual budgets be in
accordance with the population ratio of the region (budgetary
allocations for the region of Kurdistan have remained at as low
rate as 7% annually).

Fourth, the Baathist regime has rejected the proposal by KDP
for a permanent constitution restoring civil liberties and full
democratic rights to all Iraq within one year. It has been
adamant at maintaining the absolute and monopoly powers of
the self-appointed Revolution Command Council in the
executive, legislative and judicial branches, thus not allowing
the participation of representatives of the second major nat-
ignality in the decision-making processes of the state. Finally,
there are no safeguards, constitutional or otherwise, for the
future adherence of Iragi governments to the idea of Kurdish
participation in the state. Neither are there safeguards for the
ideaof autonomy since ultimate, absolute powers of appoint-
ing'and dissolving the head of the executive and the members
of the legislative bodies are in the hands of the President of the
Republic; Without these safeguards, the existence of the
Kurdish nation would be at the mercy of the whims of
dictatorial regimes.

The latest announcement of the formation of a “legislative”
body is a futile public relations exercise by the Baathist reg-
ime to camouflage its war of genocide against the Kurdish
people. Anybody which is appointed by any government com-
ing to power through a coup d’etat and remaining there by the
force of arms is bound to act as a mere rubber-stamp for that
government. The actual persons appointed show the despair
of the Baathists in their search for collaborators: they are a
motley group of feudalists, secret service agents and self-
seekers who have no roots or background within the body
politic of the society of Kurdistan. It is significant that most
of them are not residents of Kurdistan.

The test of any genuine autonomy is in the Baghdad gov-
ernment’s ability to associate the Kurdish people in practice
as well as in theory with all policy-making decisions. Only so
can the two nations — Arabs and Kurds — coalesce. So far, the
regime’s two steps in implementing its “Law of Autonomy”
are the appointment of a Vice-President, Taha Muhidin, and
this legislative body. The quisling Vice-President has acquired
the contemptuous status of a Tashrifati (Receptionist) among
the people whose roles are mere office boys for the Ba'th
oligarchy. This new eunuch body will no doubt be received
with the same level of contempt and derision by the people of
Kurdistan.
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1 August, 1974

The Iraqi Baath Regime's

and the Quisling’s Type of ‘Autonomy’?

1. The number of air raids by the Iraqi airforce on civilian
centres in Kurdistan-Iraq between mid-April and July 15, 1974:

Time period No. of air raids
mid-April — 1.5.1974 248
2.5 - 155 220
16.5 - 315 464
1.6 - 156 396
16.6 - 157 214
total 1,542

2. The total number of the civilian population of Kurdistan-
Irag killed as a result of the above-mentioned air raids:

Time period No. of deaths
19.4 - 151974 307
2.5 - 155 40
16.5 - 315 59
1.6 - 156 39
16.6 - 157 _40

total 485

3. The number of villages and towns in Kurdistan-Iraq bombed
or bombarded during the mid-April—July 15, 1974 period:

Time period No. of villages and towns
: bombed/bombarded

mid-April —  1.5.1974 97

235 - 155 110

16.5 - 315 109

1.6 - 156 52

16.6 - 157 65
total 433

4. The Baath government has imposed a total economic
blockade as well as a blockade on the flow of information on
Kurdistan-Iraq aiming at starving the people of Kurdistan into
submission and at misleading world opinion that the situation
in Kurdistan is ‘normal’.

5. The present war waged by the Baathist regime costs the
government about half a million Iragi Dinars a day (or over
625,000.00 pounds sterling) which the ordinary Iraqi citizen
has to bear without having a say or stake in the matter.

6. The following units of the Iraqi armed forces are taking
part in the Baathist war against the Kurdish people:
a. All the units of the First, Second, Fourth, Sixth and
Eighth Divisions.
b. More than half the units of the Third and Tenth
Divisions.
Divisions.
c. About 25 tank units.
d. The entire Iragi airforce, including its Tupolev 22,
Sokhoi 20, Sokhoi 7 and Mig 21 aircraft.
e. Various units of mercenaries of different composition.

7. The number of troops and mercenaries who have deserted
the Iragi armed forces and sought refuge in the liberated areas.,
of Kurdistan-Iraq till the middle of July 1974 is 733 troops’
and 528 mercenaries.

8. The claim by the Iraqi Baath regime and the quislings that
they are fighting small, isolated pockets of resistance deep in
the mountains of Kurdistan-Iraq is refuted by the following
figures of Baathist losses till July 15, 1974:

Type of losses No. of losses

Aircraft shot down 41 (4 helicopters,
20 Migs, 13 Sokhois,
& 4 Badgers)

Tanks destroyed 122

Artillery pieces destroyed 48

Lorries and troop carriers

destroyed 265

This is the type of ‘autonomy’ the Baathists and the
quislings are offering to the Kurdish people and of ‘democracy’
to the Iraqi people.

17 August, 1974

Below is a summary of the main military operations in
Kurdistan-Iraq between August 6 and 16, 1974:

I — The Spilik Sector:

August 8:
a. In the morning of August 8, government troops attacked
Kurdish positions from the direction of the Khalifan village
(at the southern mouth of Geli Ali Beg Pass) but met stiff
resistance. The Iraqi airforce bombed attacking government
troops by mistake.
b. Government troops launched an attack on Mount Korak
at noon but, were forced by Kurdish Pesh Merga forces to
withdraw and leave behind them many casualties.
c. Pesh Merga guns successfully shelled government troop
concentrations near the Kharwatan and Batas villages in the
Spilik area.
d. Total government casualties left on the battlefield on
August 8 were 180 dead apart from losses suffered as
a result of shelling by the Pesh Merga.

August 9:
a. On the night of August 9, government troops continued
their attacks on the vicinity of Mount Korak. In a counter-
attack by the Pesh Mergas, the government troops were
routed and even retreated from positions they had pre-
viously held. Attacking troops left behind them many dead.
b. In the morning of August 9, government troops attacked
Pesh Merga positions at Mount Goras from the direction of
the Khalifan village and Geli Ali Beg Pass. The attack was
repulsed and the government troops were routed suffering
close to 250 dead.
¢. Kurdish losses in the Korak and Goras areas totalled 5
dead and 12 wounded, among them a battalion commander.

August 10:
a. During the night of August 10, government troops twice
attacked Pesh Merga positions at Goras. They were defeated
and left behind 80 bodies on the battleground. On that
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same night, government troops continued their attack in the
Korak area but were repulsed by the Pesh Mergas. Among
the losses inflicted on attacking government forces in the
Korak area were 193 dead, including 3 officers.
b. The town of Ruwandiz in Kurdistan-Iraq was bombed
by the Iraqi airforce destroying 25 houses. This town had
already been evacuated for fear of such an eventuality.
Kurdish leaders are well aware that the civilians of
Kurdistan will be targets for the Iraqi airforce whenever
government troops perform badly on the battlefields.

August 15:
Fighting has been going on in the Goras and Korak areas.
Attacking government troops succeeded in capturing Mount
Goras, but in a counter-attack, the Pesh Mergas recaptured
some of their positions. In the Korak area an attack by
government troops was repulsed and several dozen dead
were left on the battleground by the attackers.

August 16:
Attacking government troops using bulldozers cleared a way
on the hidden side of Mount Korak up their northern
positions along the whole mountain, thus opening the way
for their tanks to Ruwandiz.

Il — The Koi Sinjag-Ranya Sector:

August 6:
Government infantry and armoured troops have been
attacking Pesh Merga positions from the direction of Koi
Sinjaq and Mount Haybat Sultan (some 3 km east of Koi
Sinjaq which is itself about 70 km east of Arbil)iin the
direction of the Ranya area. Pesh Merga forces shelled
advancing government troops inflicting a number of losses
among them. Part of the attacking troops withdrew.

August 9:
In the morning of August 9, a government force tried to
break through via the Darband Pass (about 8 km to.the
southeast of Ranya) to the Qala Diza Valley, The attack
was repulsed, the attackers leaving behind them scores of
dead on the battlefield.

August 10:
a. Fierce battles raged in the Ranya and Siktan (near Koi
Sinjaq) sector. Pesh Merga forces repulsed attacking govern-
ment troops inflicting heavy losses among them. Govern-
ment casualties in this sector included 250 dead.
b. In a night battle in the Siktan area, 100 government
troops were reportedly killed.

August 15:
Fighting has been going on without interruption in the
Ranya sector.

Il — The Suleimani Sector:

August 6:

In the Suleimani-Surdash area, government troops launched
an attack, but it was repulsed by the Pesh Mergas.

IV — Close to 1,000 government troops are estimated to have
been killed in the recent fighting in Kurdistan-lraq; in addition,
and since the breakout of the present war till the middle of
August 1974, 53 aircraft had been shot down, 137 tanks and
275 lorries and troop carriers had been destroyed, and 781
government troops had deserted the government armed forces
and sought refuge in the liberated areas of Kurdistan-Iraq.

5 September, 1974

Further to our Press Release of August 17, 1974, below is
a summary of the main military operations in Kurdistan-Iraq
till August 30, 1974:

I — The Spilik Sector:

August 8:
a. From early in the morning of this day till the morning of
the following day, government troops made four attacks on
Pesh Merga positions at Korak, but every time the attacks
were repulsed, the attacking troops leaving behind some 50
dead; a commander of a government unit named
Muhammad Ziad was killed as well.
b. Government troops attacked Goras from two directions,
but they were eventually repulsed and left about 50 dead
on the battlefield.

August 9:
a. Early in this day and in order to carry away their dead,
government troops made another attack on Goras which
lasted till noon. The attack failed and the attacking troops
suffered more casualties and lost some equipment as well.
b. Government troops made four attacks on Pesh Merga
positions in the morning of August 9. However, casualties
among the attackers were very high and estimated at 200,
100 of whom along with their amms and equipment were
left within Pesh Merga controlled positions.

August 28:
a. There has been evidence of a fresh offensive initiative by
the Pesh Merga forces both along this Sector (at Ruwandiz)
and the Koi Sinjag-Ranya Sector.
b. The eastern bridge at Geli Ali Beg caved in after being
repaired by government troops. This will cause a delay of at
least_one week in the continuation of the government
offensive here.

[“~' The Koi Sinjag-Ranya Sector:

August 9:
a. A government force made up of one brigade and two
battalions of mercenaries attacked Kewa Rash in the
‘morning, but Pesh Merga artillery cut the attack short.
Government losses were 52 dead and many wounded; in
addition, three tanks were destroyed. The fighting lasted
till 1.00 p.m.
b. In the Qala Diza area, Pesh Merga forces attacked and
bombarded 3 government troop concentrations and they
are now preparing themselves for a counter-offensive.
¢. In south Betwata, Pesh Merga forces held off a govern-
ment attack, inflicting heavy losses on the attackers
including their commander.

August 30:
On this day, after having blocked a government attack on
Mount Makok, Pesh Merga forces counter-attacked inflicting
heavy losses on government troops (estimated at 100) and
hitting some tanks.

General:

1. Within 24 hours of August 9, 11 attacks had been made by
the Pesh Merga on government troops inflicting heavy losses
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on them. During the same period, Pesh Merga casualties were
7 killed and 11 wounded.

2. The attacks by government troops during August 8-9 on the
Spilik and Koi Sinjaq-Ranya Sectors are the heaviest, bloodiest
and most brutal attacks ever launched on the Pesh Merga
during the past 13 years. The army units which the government
deployed in the battles of these sectors are: Brigades 1,2,34.8,
20,22,23, and 27; 2 battalions of the Special Forces; all
Commando (Maghaweer) units of Divisions 2 and 8; and all of
the various units of mercenaries. These units add up to a force
of 3 divisions and 2 battalions, apart from the mercenaries.
Over 400 bodies were left on the battlegrounds. Five officers
of different ranks were killed. A Staff Major, Ghanim Mullawi,
commanding Battalion 2 of the Third Brigade, was seriously
wounded. More than 12 tanks were destroyed along with
a large number of troop carriers and other army vehicles. Pesh
Merga losses within the same period numbered 12 killed and
40 wounded.

It is estimated that government casualties in the recent
offensive have exceeded 1,000 dead and 2,000 wounded.
Brigades 20 and 3 and a battalion of the Special Forces have
been practically wiped out.

3. An Iragi pilot, named First Lieutenant Safa Shallal al-Faiz,
captured by the Pesh Merga when his plane was downed,
confirmed reports that Soviet pilots are actively participating
in bombing missions over Kurdistan-Iraq. He related~fhat
Tupolev 22 aircraft of the Iraqi Air Force have been per-
manently flown by Soviet pilots, even on bombing missions.
His Mig 19 plane was shot down on August 17.

4. Between August 28 and 30, Pesh Merga forces carried out
a number of raids and offensives in several sectors.

5. Government troops’ attack in the direction of Amadiya in
the Dihok Sector was repulsed.

6. The Second Division of the Iraqi Army hasbegun training
a Company in chemical warfare, apparently in a drive to-use
gas against the Pesh Merga. The training is being conducted in
a camp near the town of Kirkuk.

18 September, 1974
Further to our Press Release of September 5, below is

a summary of the main military operations in Kurdistan-Iraq
till September 14, 1974:

September 9:
In the afternoon of September 9, attacking government
troops broke through Pesh Merga positions on the Geli
Omer-Beshe axis. The attacking troops were made up of
8 armoured infantry brigades, 2 battalions from the 3rd
Infantry Brigade, and 2 battalions from the 22nd Infantry
Brigade; they were accompanied by 150 tanks and A.P.Cs.

September 10:
a. In the morning of September 10, the Kurdish Pesh
Merga forces counter-attacked on the afore-mentioned axis,
driving back government troops to their starting lines and
burning 12 tanks and one A.P.C. The Kurdish Command
assesses that the bodies of about 500 government troops
were left on the battlefield. The Pesh Merga forces captured
arms, ammunitions and mules as well.

b. In the afternoon of the same day, government troops
attacked again on the same axis, but were again repulsed,
losing 4 tanks. Pesh Merga casualties were 4 dead and 15
wounded.
¢. In the evening of the same day, Pesh Merga forces raided
army camps and tank concentrations in Ruwandiz.
September 14:
a. On September 14, government troops renewed their
attack in the Ruwandiz theatre, the Mount Zozik area and
Geli Omer area. The attack was repulsed and a Brigade
Commander, Staff Major Hamid al-Dilemi, a relative of the
Baathist President of the Republic and close to the Baath
leadership, was killed. He was a candidate for the post of
Division Commander. His body remained on the battle-
ground together with the bodies of some 300 government
troops. The Pesh Merga forces also took 3 prisoners and
captured a large amount of equipment. Pesh Merga
casualties were 14 dead and 26 wounded.
b. The government is concentrating a tank force in the
Ranya area in order to attack in the direction of Betwata.

4 October, 1974

Further to our Press Release of September 18, 1974, below is
a summary of the main military operations and other import-
ant events taking place in Kurdistan-Iraq till October 1, 1974.

—Kirkuk Oil Well Blown-up. How Safe Are The Qil Fields?
—Pesh Merga Operations Behind Enemy Lines.

Iragi Helicopter Shot Down.
—New Iraqi Offensive In The Ruwandiz Area Blunted.
+Arbil-Mosul Electric Line Sabotaged.
~Aqra (Dihok) And Zakho Attacks Repulsed.
—The War Toll.
<General Barzani Appeals To The United Nations.
~Kurdistan-Red Crescent Society’s Urgent Appeal.

The War

September 12;
The Pesh Merga set fire to one of the oil wells near Kirkuk
(oil well No. 123) through a partisan operation.

September 14:
As a result of the battle at Zozik in the Ruwandiz area
(reported in the previous Press Release) Pesh Merga forces
captured the following: 41 Klashnikovs, 5 Gerinov and 3
Dektariov machineguns, 2 mortar guns of 2-inch calibre,
13,000 rounds of ammunition, 3 binoculars, the personal
revolver of the Commander of the 3rd Brigade Hamid
al-Dilemi, and 9 mules.

September 15:
Pesh Merga artillery units shelled the army camp in
Chamchamal (some 40 kms north-east of the city of Kirkuk)
causing 3 casualties and setting fire to 8 army trucks and to
the camp’s gasoline depot.

September 16:
A Pesh Merga unit entered the town of Altun Kopri (mid-
way between the cities of Kirkuk and Arbil) and attacked
the police station and the railway station there.
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September 18:
a. Iraqi army positions in Arbat and Azmir (near Suleimani)
were shelled by the Pesh Merga inflicting heavy losses on the
enemy.
b. A Pesh Merga unit sabotaged the high voltage power line
between Arbil and Mosul.

September 19:
a. During the night of September 19, Pesh Merga units
entered the city of Kirkuk and shelled the army camp in the
district of Rahim Awa where many fires broke out. The
Pesh Merga units also hit the army ammunitions depot in
the city and set it on fire; an officer and 32 soldiers were
killed.

These and other operations in the oil-rich province of
Kirkuk are significant as they occur in a major government
stronghold protected by the bulk of the 2nd Division. They
also indicate the futility of the Baath government’s strategy
of attacking certain important areas by waging a con-
ventional frontal war on a highly mobile guerrilla force and
hoping to clear these areas of the Pesh Merga forces who
can evacuate them and then return to the same areas when
they decide to do so.

b. The Iraqi army launched a three-pronged attack on Pesh
Merga positions of Hez (a Pesh Merga division) Kirkuk in
the area of Qadir Karam (12 kms east of the city of Kirkuk).
After heavy fighting, the attackers withdrew. The
Commander of the commando forces (Maghaweer}of the
2nd Division First Lieutenant Husein and many others were
left wounded on the battleground along with 30 killed.
Further, 6 soldiers were taken prisoners. Furthermore, the

Pesh Merga captured a piece of artillery, a transmitter-and.

other quantities of arms and supplies.
¢. An attack by government troops on Pesh Merga positions
in the Aqra area (about 80 kms north-east of Mosul) was
repulsed.

September 20:
A tank-supported government troops column ‘attacked Pesh
Merga front positions at Zakho. After fierce fighting, the
column withdrew leaving 8 killed and 15 wounded on the
battlefield. One tank and an army truck were destroyed by
Pesh Merga fire as well.

September 21:
An attack by government troops on Pesh Merga positions at
the Ruwandiz front was foiled, the attackers suffering 40
dead. A lorry was captured by the Pesh Merga.

September 23:
On the night of September 23, Iragi troops advanced
towards Pesh Merga positions at Mount Makok in the
Ranya area. The attack was repulsed after heavy fighting.
Pesh Merga casualties were 3 killed and 10 injured.

September 24:
a. The enemy has concentrated a force estimated at an
infantry brigade in Diana (in the Diana plains near
Ruwandiz). It was heavily shelled by the Pesh Merga forces
inflicting heavy losses on the enemy. It seems that the main
objectives of the enemy are to gain control of the Garu
Omar Agha mountain and thereafter to threaten Pesh Merga
communications with the Badinan Front (in Dihok) and to
advance to Sidakan and from there ultimately to Galala,

b. An Iragi army convoy fell into an ambush set by a unit
from the Rezgari Division between Dukan and Susi (near
Suleimani). One T-54 tank and a troop carrier were
destroyed. The enemy left behind the bodies of 4 officers,
among them First Lieutenant Adnan Muhammad and
Lieutenant Saad, and 3 soldiers; moreover, 30 soldiers were
wounded.
¢. In the morning of September 24, Iragi troops advanced
towards Dola Root near Sulaimani. The enemy was defeated
after fierce fighting and the Pesh Merga gained some
ammunition, hand grenades, and an RPG.
d. An unusual government troop concentration is taking
place in the Ruwandiz front. The 29th Brigade has recently
arrived there too. The Kurdish command expects an attack
by these troops.
September 25:

a. In the Balak front (Ruwandiz and Dashti Diana areas)
infantry concentrations are continuing. Pesh Merga guns are
shelling lraqi troop positions and concentrations. The
has not started its attack yet. The shelling of Galala by
enemy fire at night is still continuing. This is probably done
by missiles. However, there are no casualties on the Kurdish
side.
b. Pesh Merga guns shelled enemy positions in Sireshma
and Khalifan. Fires were seen raging in enemy trucks and
armours.
c. Pesh Merga guns destroyed an enemy artillery battery in
Bapishtian (in Dashti Diana).
d. According to confirmed reports 31 soldiers and a captain
were killed as a result of Pesh Merga shelling of the Aqra
camp. Government troops suffered a lot of losses and their
guns were silenced.
e. On the night of September 24, [raqi troops tried to
advance from Mount Makok for the second time but failed.
Unusual activities of Iraqi planes were evident, probably
lifting their casualties.

Pesh Merga’s 25-pound guns shelled the Pashkotel camp
of the enemy.
f. On the same night, Pesh Merga forces attacked govern-
ment positions in the Betwata area at the foothills of Mount
Makok and drove the enemy back to Shekerta (near the
Raniya plains), The Pesh Merga captured some supplies and
the enemy left about 30 bodies on the battleground.
g. A force from the First Battalion of the Rizgari Division
of the Pesh Merga shelled by mortars government posts at
Taq Taq (near Koi-Sinjag). Government losses are not vet
known.
h. One of the Pesh Merga units attacked the enemy on the
Mosul-Arbil road setting fire in three trucks.

September 26:

a. In the afternoon of September 26, a large government
ammunition depot was destroyed in Bapishtian (in the
Ruwandiz area) as a result of Pesh Merga shelling. Ammuni-
tion was still continuing till September 28, to explode.
b. A Pesh Merga ambush at Darbandi Bazian (on the road
between Kirkuk and Suleimani) surprised the enemy and
caused 5 dead and 3 wounded in the enemy troops.
¢. In the moming of September 26, government troops
started an advance on the Himreen Division area at Sardirian
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and the fighting was still going on till September 28.

d. Government planes are once again dropping propaganda
leaflets inciting and threatening the population to surrender
to the government.

According to a preliminary assessment, this has been the
Baathist’s biggest defeat so far. There are as yet no details
except that the Iraqi army left hundreds of bodies on the
battlefield as well as large amounts of weapons and equip-

September 27: ment. Pesh Merga casualties amounted to 8 dead and about

a. A unit from the Pesh Merga Rizgari Division blew up the
entire oil installations at Number Eight area in Kirkuk as
well as oil well no. 129; fires were still raging in them till
September 28.

b. On the night of September 27, the Darbandikhan
military camp and the mercenaries’ headquarters were
shelled by the Pesh Merga Zimnako Division. Fires were
seen in the camp.

c. On the night of September 27, a Pesh Merga unit went
into Qala Diza and attacked mercenary and police head-
quarters there.

d. The enemy has not been able to gain any ground in the
Himreen Division’s area (between Dihok and Spilik). Two
enemy tanks were destroyed and a number of soldiers
killed. The fighting was still on till September 28.

e. Government aircraft bombed nine villages in the Balak
area, in the line extending from the village of Beshae (near
Mount Garu Omer Agha overlooking the Diana Plains in the
Ruwandiz front) to Galala. Casualty reports are not available
yet.

f. As a result of the shelling of the ammunition depot at
Bapishtian, one hundred vehicles were damaged. These-have
been so far the heaviest losses and casualties suffered by the
enemy as a result of shelling.

g. On the night of September 27, a Pesh Merga unit entered
the town of Suleimani and attacked the headquarters of the
Jash forces (mercenaries) belonging to the Central Come
mittee faction of the Communist Party.

h. At 0300 hours, an Iraqi battalion from the Sth Brigade
attacked in the area of Mount Zozik and Garu Omer.Agha;
the attack was repulsed.

i. The Iragi Air Force bombed the Ruwandiz front posi;
tions and the road to the Barzan area.

j. An Iraqi helicopter was shot down by Pesh Merga anti-
aircraft fire on Mount Makok (north-west of Ranya).

k. At night, Iraqi troops launched their heaviest attack so
far in the Ruwandiz front. The enemy tried to advance

towards Zozik but failed and left the bodies of two officers
and four soldiers in the battlefield with some military

documents.

l. At night, a Pesh Merga unit shelled with light mortars
an enemy camp at Redar (north of Kirkuk) inflicting some
losses on the enemy.

m, Latest reports confirm the death of Said Asaad Shetna,
a mercenary chief, and an Iraqi army captain at Balekian;
earlier a unit from the Betwata Division of the Pesh Merga
attacked mercenary headquarters of the mercenary chief
Anwar Betwata in the village of Angooz and occupied it;
the mercenaries left one body on the scene of fighting.
September 28:

In the morning of September 28, Pesh Merga forces in the
Ruwandiz area counter-attacked and drove back the Iraqi
troops from all the positions they had occupied during the
previous night.

20 wounded.

Exchange of artillery shelling continues on both the
Ruwandiz and the Ranya fronts.

Heavy air raids on civilian targets and on Pesh Merga
front positions continues as well.

Losses in war material suffered by government troops and the
Pesh Merga between March 11 and August 30, 1974

Government losses Pesh Merga losses

light arms 598  Doshka 7
machine guns 52 30mm gun 1
anti-tank guns 29  machine guns 4
mortars 21 rifles and

wireless sets 28 sub-machine guns 315

Government Losses in Troops and Weapons, March 11-August

30, 1974

Losses Number  Observations

dead 2661 898 fell in Pesh Merga hands

wounded 4692

P.o W 164  among them a First Lieutenant
pilot

tanks'and other 160  destroyed by land mines,

armoured vehicles bazooka fire and artillery fire

vehicles 359 destroyed by land mines and
artillery fire

artillery pieces 64  field guns and medium

aircraft 34 Mig 17s and 195, Sokhoi 7s and

20 and helicopters

Pesh Meréa Losses in Troops and Civilian Losses, 11.3 -

30.8.1974

Pesh Merga Losses Civilian Casualties

Losses Number Casualties Number
dead 282 killed 418
wounded 625  wounded 879
General, March 11 - August 30, 1974

Type Number
Alr raids 2428
Villages bombed 499
Army deserters (who fled to liberated areas) 840
Mercenaries ( “ ¢ “ =y 622
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General

%z 2nomic Blockade:

i~ its drive to “smash” the Kurdish national movement, the
3:ath government of Baghdad is ruthlessly implementing its
Zzclared economic blockade on Kurdistan-Irag, not only on
:he liberated areas but also on the areas under its control as
: “punishment of their population for their disloyalty” to that
government.

The mere discovery of a kilo of tea, for example, in the
znauthorized possession of any citizen in transit is automat-
:2ally punishable by instant shooting. In late August 1974, an
2ld man 85 years of age from the village of Sangaw near
(Chamchamal was shot dead by an [ragi army squad because a
-ation card of the Pesh Merga was found in his possession.

The blockade is causing severe economic dislocations and
Zisrupting the functioning of the area’s economy and comm-
ity ls effects are becoming harsher on the population as a
o7 the burning of crops and the killing of livestock
2=:ztally and on a large scale by the Iraqi Air Force.

~mications:

. 2212 to General Barzani, the International Committee
F Red Crass (ICRC), Geneva, dated 14 August, 1974, confir-
the Iraqi government had officially rejected ICRC’s
=7 ervices in the conflict between the Kurdish national

:-vernment was made subsequent to a visit of an JECRC
-2 Baghdad towards the end of May for this purpose.

Q ‘IQC zlso received a report from one of its delegates after '

- inspect the Kurdish refugee camps in the Iranian
22 which confirmed the tenor of Barzani’s appéal on
the victims of the war.
.2-, the letter concluded that, “the ICRC does not
== the failure of its overture so far as a defeat and is
15 efforts with the view to providing all.victims of
ardlict with relief and protection.
:reworthy that the President of the 'Iragi. Red
223t Mustafa, is a prominent member of the Baathist
izi o7 the so-called Revolution Command Council
- ¢ the very body conducting the brutal war on the
ZidnpEople
2 letter to Kurt Waldheim, UN Secretary-General,

z:2z2 Sezt %, 1974, General Barzani brought to the attention
. znd its organs the “recent developments in the
=& inhuman cruelties pursued by the Iragi govern-
= cur Kurdish civilian population.” These acts

wzr of genocide against the Kurdish people in
of all human rights and international con-
" 65 names of individuals hanged or tortured
=232 hanging or torture is known was attached
- 2agst them were students, teachers, workers,
cicians. including women. “These Kurds
=0 crime committed except that they are

2zt zppeal on behalf of the civilians of
he Kurdish refugees in neighbouring Iran

medicines, since the situation of the civilians and refugees is
deteriorating in view of the intensification of the war and of
air raids, of the coming winter, and of the consequences of the
economic blockade imposed by the Baath government. The
KRCS also appealed to the international community “to seek
their immediate help in this matter.” The appeal further states
that, “We have in our hands close to 200 lIraqi prisoners of
war whose safety and treatment according to international
conventions is a question of paramount concern to us.” The
appeal concludes that, “We appeal to the International Red
Cross and other concerned organisations to intervene in this
matter to help us meet the necessary safety requirements for
them.”

A Sample List of Persons Executed or Tortured to Death (and
Whose Names Are Known) by the Baath Regime Authorities

Name Date or Period
Execution Reported

1  Sabir Ahmed Abdullah

2 Muhsin Hama Rush

3 Thsan Hama Rush

4 Mulla Haider Mohammad

5 Ahmed Abbas Kaka

6. Haseeb Qadir

7 Abdul Wahid Juwamere

8 Hameed Mohammad Rashid

9  Khudada Sibeel During April
10 Tahseen Hajo Aswad and May, 1974
11 / Thsan Juma Husain
12 Jewad Murad Hamawandi
13, «Miss,Layla Qasim Hasan

— a third-year undergraduate at
the WUniversity of Baghdad

14> " Nariman Fuad Masti
15  Azad Sulaiman Baiz Meeran
16  Hasan Hama Rasheed
17  Ibrahim Mohammad 6.4.1974
18  Abdulla Rabie 6.4.1974
19 Mohammad Yousif 9.5.1974
20 Mohammad Majeed 9.5.1974
21  Saleh Soor 2.4.1974
22 Mohammad Younis Reza Omar 6.8.1974
23 Mohammad Mousa Ismail 18.8.1974
24 Toma Tajjo 18.8.1974
25 Israel Eshki 18.8.1974
26 Talib Sheikh Yaha 10.8.1974
27  Darwish Ahmad Husein 10.8.1974
28  Mohammad Sheikh Marif 10.8.1974
29  Ali Abu Shuwarib 10.8.1974
30 Meme Siwah 10.8.1974
31 Abdulla Abdul Qadir Mulla Ismail 20.8.1974
32 Haseeba Karim, Mrs. 23.8.1974
33 Aziz Younis Khan 23.8.1974
34 Adi Mahmoud 23.8.1974
35 Mohammad Marouf 23.8.1974
36  Mustafa Kaki 23.8.1974
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Name

Faraj Perki

Ahmed Shikef Hindi
Darwish Dawood Elias
Mahmoud Deblosh Elias
Simo Deblosh Elias

Mo ne Thall ool Tling
WS LICUIUSIL Lilds

Elias Elias

Murad Ado Adoman
Mirza Qasim Ajjo

Elias Hasso

Abdo Afdi

Mustafa Sagercan
Rashow Shrow Mint
Berkat Rushow Rushow
Rathow Dawood

Date or Period

Execution Reported
10.8.1974
10.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974

12 2 1074

LU LA 1T

18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974

AR}

Name

Hasan Qasim

Bakir Qasim Arab
Muhi Husein Shimo
Omar Khalaf Shimo
Khalaf Saido

Vasin Ali Khalaf

1aoili rul fuidid,

Khodaida Qdulo

Amin Abdi

Adil Amin Rafoq
Ahmad Qadir

Ajeel Jasim Karma

Amiin Qadir

Abbas Mohammad Amin
Khalil Ibrahim

Date or Period
Execution Reported

18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
18.8.1974
27.8.1974
27.8.1974
1.9.1974
1.9.1974
1.9.1974
1.9.1974
1.9.1974

Mother desd in air attack, father dead at front:
Chalak, 4. Samia, 6.



Kurdoscope

U.N. SEMINAR

Between June 25 and July 8, 1974 a United Nations Seminar
on the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of
National, Ethnic and Other Minorities was held in Ohrid,
Yugoslavia. The Kurdish question was discussed, albeit implic-
itly, at the Seminar. It is ironic that at such Seminars concern-
ing minorities, representatives of minorities themselves are not
invited or allowed to take part. Neither are representatives of
non-governmental organisations allowed to discuss any minority
explicitly.

A speech was made by Mr. Steve Jones, Representative of
the Anti-Slavery Society in Great Britain in which he said,:
“Mr Chairman, I would like to support the statement made by
Lady Gaitskell in which she asked that the participants also
discuss the ways in which they have either failed or have not
succeeded as well as they had hoped in their minorities
policies.

One country participating in this seminar from whom we have
heard many times has a large minority constituting some 25%
of the total population which is localised in the north‘of the
country, and has been asking for the area in which'it forms
the majority of the population to be granted a measur€ of
regional autonomy.

What the minority is asking for is typical of many other
disadvantaged groups throughout the world.

They want a locally elected regional assembly to deal

with regional matters, something which the central

government will only allow if it can appoint the head
of the executive of that assembly,

They want non-discrimination in government employ-
ment and other fields. At the moment for example, only
10 out of 500 diplomats of the country concerned come
from the minority, and out of the 5 members of the
country’s delegation at this seminar not one is from the
minority group. All this despite the fact that the minor-
ity constitute 25% of the population.

and they want a fair share, proportional to population of
government expenditure. This they have never enjoyed.

On March 11 this year the central government unilaterally
declared its watered down type of autonomy as law, thereby
rajecting the ideas of the minority. This has caused a renewal
+f the fighting which has been going on intermittently for the
.5t 14 years, and in the last month the world’s press has
saported that the planes of that government have been
- “mbing the minority’s mountain villages with napalm.

And vet, in his very interesting paper this morning, the
Zistinguished participant of the country claimed that the

‘ority problem was solved. There followed examples from
=2tz and Northern [reland.

“Mr. Chairman, the list of such examples is very long. I have
with me published reports showing that over half the countries
participating in this seminar have their unsuccessful minority
policies and continuing minority problems.

May | humbly support Lady Gaitskell in requesting that the
participants wash at least some of their dirty linen in public
in order that the participants and observers can gain a greater
understanding of the reasons behind the pragmatic and
theoretical stances adopted by each other’s country™.

TRIESTE CONFERENCE

Between July 10 and 14, 1974, the “International Conference
on Minorities” was held in Trieste, Italy. A Kurdish represent-
ative presented a report to the Conference about situation in
Kurdistan-Iraq and provided information on the genocidal war
the Iraqi Baath regime is waging on the Kurdish people.

The Kurdish question drew the attention of the delegates at
the Conference. A large number of representatives of various
Furopean organisations and minority groups cabled the UN
Secretary-General, General Barzani, leader of the Kurdish

people, and A.H. al-Bakr, President of Iraq about the Kurdish

question in Iraq.

To General A.H. al-Bakr
President of the Republic of Iraq.

We, the movements and delegations participating in the
International Conference on Minorities held in Trieste
from 10-t0°14 July, 1974, vigorously protest against the
war -waged by your government against the Kurdish
people, the acts of genocide, the transfer and massacre
of the population, the policy of Arabization pursued in
certain areas of Kurdistan, the air raids on civilian targets,
the destruction of towns and villages, the use of napalm
against military and civilian Kurds, and the imprison-
ment, detention and execution of innocents.

We appeal to you to stop without delay these acts
which contravene human rights, to put an end to
military operations, including air raids, and to start
negotiations with the Kurds to reach a peaceful solution
on the basis of the right of the Kurdish people to self-
determination and for a genuine autonomy for Kurdistan
within the framework of the Republic of Iraq.”

Over 20 signatures

Another cable to H.E. Kurt Waldheim, S.G. of the UN.
appealed to him to put the present war in Kurdistan on the
Agenda for the next General Assembly and Security Council's
meetings. A third cable to General Barzani expressed the
delegates sympathy with and support for the Kurdish people
and their liberation.
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SAVE THE CHILDREN OF KURDISTAN SOCIETY

On September 1, 1974, a number of Kurdish women living or
studying in Europe, met to exchange views on the present
situation of women in general and children in particular in
Kurdistan within the context of the war waged by the Baath
government of Baghdad. They noticed that the most appall-
ing suffering is being experienced by the children of Kurdistan
who can neither express their suffering nor defend themselves.

The women present at the meeting agreed on the urgent
necessity to form a committee etc. which will undertake to
both inform the public on the degree of hardship and suffering
of the children of Kurdistan and to collect and send to
Kurdistan-Iraq what humanitarian aid for the children they can
get in Europe. The new European Committee represents Save
the Children of Kurdistan Society. The Society appeals to all
and every individual and organisation to extend a helping hand
to the innocent children of Kurdistan-Irag, 50,000 of whom
have already become refugees abroad and lost their homes;
many of these have lost one or both of their parents. They
suffer from malnutrition and lack of medicines, and need
clothes and shelter,

Iraqi pilot confirms Russian complicity

Kurdish monitoring services have listened to conversations in’
the Russian language between pilots of aircraft carrying out
bombing missions on civilian centres in Kurdistan-Iraq. An
Iraqi pilot, First Lieutenant Safa Shallal al-Faiz, capfured-by
the Pesh Merga when his Mig 17 was shot down on August 17,
1974 confirmed reports that Soviet pilots are actively prtic-
ipating in bombing missions over Kurdistan-Iraq. He related
that Tupoler 22 aircraft of the Iragi Air Force have been
permanently flown by Soviet pilots even on hombing missions.

The Media and the Kurdistan war

The media in Europe, espeically newspapers, have increased
its hitherto scanty coverage of the war waged by the Baath
government of Iraq on the Kurdish Liberation movement.
Increased interest has been aroused by the presence of over
100,000 Kurdish refugees in the border areas of neighbouring
[ran.

During August 1974, the Swedish and Danish television
showed films on Kurdistan, the war, and the suffering of
civilians because of the ruthless and inhumane bombing by the
Iraqi armed forces of the Baath government of civilian centres
in Kurdistan-Iraq.

The first casualty from among foreign reporters covering
the present war in Kurdistan is the American independent
film maker, Peter Sturkin who sustained severe injuries from
Iraqi artillery shell on August 20, in Betwata, near Ranya.
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The increased interest by the media in the Kurdish question
is further reflected in the leading editorials written by major
newspapers on this question. The London Times, Le Monde,
Stockholm’s Dagens Nyheter, and the Beirut al-Hayat, among
others, have written leading editorials dealing with one aspect
or another of the Kurdish question,

Protest

On July 17, 1974, Lord Brockway and Lord Kilbracken, of
the United Kingdom, sent the following telegram to the
President of the Republic of Irag, Ahmad H. al-Bakr, appeal-
ing to him to end the genocidal war waged by his government
against the Kurdish people:

The President of Iraq,
A. Hasan Al-Bakr,
Presidential Palace,
Baghdad,

Irag.

Your Excellency,

According to reports the Kurdish people in Iraq are
in a very exposed situation as a result of Iraqi military
action. The existence of this very ancient people and
their culture seems to be threatened.

We, the undersigned, appeal to you to avoid further
bloodshed and tragedy within Iraq by calling off the
hostile action against the Kurdish population, and there-
by -free yourself from the accusation of committing
genocide. £

We trust that this appeal will receive your very
careful consideration and remain,

Truly yours,

(signatures) ~ Brockway (Lord)

_ Kilbracken (Lord)

Copy to: Dr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General, UN.

Kurdistan humanitarian campaign

In August 1974, the Kurdistan Red Crescent (KRC) was
founded in order to meet the humanitarian aspects of the
war waged by the Baath government in Iraq on the Kurdish
people.

To facilitate its work, a European Liaison Committee was
also formed to act as a link between the KRC and other Red
Cross Societies in Europe and to help KRC fulfil its basic
humanitarian purposes which largely depends on the aid
received from abroad.

In a meeting organized by the European Liaison Committee
of the KRC in London on August 27, “The Kurdish Humanit-
arian Aids Committee” was formed.

The KRC has published a pamphlet entitled “Help The
Victims of Kurdistan War” explaining the humanitarian aspects
of the present war and the suffering of the Kurdish people. It
also appeals for humanitarian aid for the victims of the war.

The pamphlet can be obtained from:

Kurdistan Red Crescent Society,
European Liaison Committee,
PO Box 668,

London SWS OHD,

ENGLAND.
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Iragi Armed Forces Purged

In July 1974, the Baath Government of Iraq purged the Iragi
armed forces of a number of officers whose royalties the
Baathists are suspecting. (Reported in the Financial Times of
August 12, 1974).

Wing Officer ‘Ala al-Khafaji, an old Baathist, was removed
from the post of Commander of al-Shiaiba air-base to a minor
administrative post in the headquarters in Baghdad. Wing
Officer Wathiq Ramadhan, Commander of Kirkuk air-base, was
removed to another minor post in Baghdad. The Commander
of the Iraqi Air Force, Husein Haiyawi, has been stripped of
all his authority as a commander. Effective command has been
taken over by the Vice-President, Saddam al-Tikriti, through a
special group especially formed for this purpose.

Further the Baath government has dismissed Dawid al
Janabi, Commander of the Republican Guards and of the
Baghdad Area; he was appointed a military attache abroad.
Al-Janabibi is one of the staunchest supporters of the Baath
and has taken part in all their coup d’etats and conspiracies.

In their dispair, the Baathists have lost faith even in the
staunchest of their supporters who have started to question
the logic of the war on Kurdistan and the high losses suffered
by government troops.

The Financial Times of September 11, 1974, also reports
“that no less than 70 officers of the Armed services have been
jailed™. Tt further reports that according to “an unconfirmed
report, General Taha Sahkarchi, Commander of the 8th Division
based in Arbil has been accused of conspiracy and removed
from his post”.

LCR.C

In a letter addressed to General Mustafa Barzani, Commander
in Chief of the Kurdish Revolutionary Army and President of
the Kurdistan Democratic Party, dated 14 August, 1974, the
International Committee of the Red Cross confirmed that the
Iraqi government refuses the ICRC’s offer of humanitarian
aid to the victims of the war between the Kurdish people and
that government. The letter states that ICRC’s “arguments
were unfortunately rejected, and the Iragi government sub-
sequently officially confirmed its refusal of the ICRS’s offer
of services in the conflict” between the Kurdish people and
the Iragi Baath government.

It is regrettable that humanitarian aid to innocent victims
of the conflict should be withheld on the basis of the wishes
of the very government which has imposed and intensified the
conflict and has caused all the casualties among the innocent
civilians in Kurdistan-Iraq.

PESH
MERGA

BULLETIN OF NEWS FRO

M KURDISTAN-IRAQ

A Kurdistan Democratic Party Publication

All correspondence to:

P.0. Box 129, 00170 Helsinki 17, Finland

First issue now available includes:

» The War in October: Rawandiz and Ranya Fronts
® Sakharov condemns the War
» The Puppet Show in Arbil

» The Kurdish Que
» Baathist Killings

stion at the Arab Summit Conference

» Christians Appeal to the Pope
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The KDP’s Case for Autonomy in Kurdistan

Excerpts from a Statement by the Political Bureau of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), on 12th March, 1974, Galala,

The Kurdish liberation movement, led by the Kurdistan Dem-
ocratic Party (KDP) and its president, Mustafa Barzani, is one
of the broadest mass movements in the Middle East. It
represents the aspirations of a people striving to defend their
national existence. This leadership has grown out of the
Kurdish people and their needs. It is the outcome of about
half a century of popular struggle and political action for
human and national rights.

An important and historic event in the development of the
Kurdistan liberation movement was the 11th March, 1970
Agreement, between the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
and the Baath Party.,

It is regrettable that the Baathist Government, that signed
the March Agreement, is the very party which designs and
executes counter measures that have made the Agreement a
dead letter. The attitude and behaviour of the government and
the Baath Party indicate that they have done their utmost,
through various devious means, to isolate the leadership of the
Kurdish national movement in order to destroy it. Assassin-
ation attempts, murder, defamation, torture, the creation of
fraudulent organisations, the corrupting of some individuals,
and other disreputable means have been used by the govern-
ment and the Baath Party to achieve their sinister aims.

The stand of the government and the ruling Baath Party
clearly shows that their strategic position vis-a-vis the Kardish
national movement and the Kurdistan Democratic Party has
not altered. Only new tactics have been employed to achieve
those same aims of isolating and destroying the Kurdish
national movement and KDP,

In order to shed more light on this point, which shows the
negative stand of the Baath and their government; Wé wish.to
explain briefly the background to the 1970 March Agreement.

The Baath regime had, since seizing power on July 17, 1968,
exerted great efforts to suppress the Kurdish liberation move-
ment by imposing its wishes on the Kurdish people. However,
many setbacks on the military front forced the Baath govern-
ment to start peace negotiations with KDP resulting in the
signing of the 15-point March Agreement. But, has the Baath-
ist regime honoured the terms of the Agreement?

The regime started going back on the terms of the Agree-
ment first by the classical methods of bribery and intimidation
simultaneously. Approaches were made to some elements in
the KDP with the view of splitting the Party. These approaches
met with total failure. At the same time, the authorities did
not investigate and prosecute the gangs that fired at the KPD’s
headquarters in Mosul just two months after the signing of the
March Agreement. Neither have they done anything concerning
the assassination attempt on the life of Idris Barzani by firing
at his car on 6th December, 1970 (a passenger in the car,
Hamid Birwari, member of KDP's Central Committee, was
paralyzed for life, as he was hit with two bullets). Government
troops, supported by artillery and aircraft, attacked the
Barzan area in July 1971. Two assassination attempts were
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made on the life of Mustafa Barzani, the leader of the Kurdish
people and President of the KDP, the first on 19th September,
1971 and the second on 16th July, 1972, The regime’s com-
plicity was admitted subsequently. But Nazim Kzar, Chief of
Security until 30th June, 1973, was blamed by the regime for
planning and executing the assassination attempts after he had
been executed for his abortive coup d’etat.

The regime, furthermore, followed a racialist policy against
the Kurds. Many areas of Kurdistan have been subjected to the
policy of Arabization aiming at evicting the indigenous Kurd-
ish inhabitants of these areas and replacing them with Arabs
brought from the southern parts of Iraq.

In addition, the Baath Party has been monopolizing the
decision-making powers concerning all fundamental issues
affecting the whole country and its future. All the decision-
making power is concentrated in the Revolution Command
Council composed of Baathists only. Therefore, all other pol-
itical forces in the country are rendered powerless. This situat-
ion reveals that the Baathists aim at placing these other forces
under their tight control, by giving them a nominal position
imorder to isolate them.

The points of policy differences between the KDP and the
Baath regime are: the delineation of the boundaries of the
region of Kurdistan in Iraq; the principles and formulation of
the law of autonomy; the termination of the transitional
period and the holding of free elections in the country within
one year of the formation of a national front. Besides, the
March~ Agreement must be implemented in its totality since
many of “its important provisions still await implementation
and others haye been partly implemented in a distorted
manner,

As for the crucial and fundamental points of disagreement
between the KDP and the Baath regime concerning autonomy
in Kurdistan-Iraq, they are:

First: The Delineation of the Kurdish Region:

The 11 March, 1970 Agreement reads that “Necessary measures
will be taken, after the announcement of the Agreement and
in consultation with the Supreme Committee, to unify the
provinces and administrative units with majority Kurdish
populations in accordance with an official census to be carried
out . .. ." Article three of the secret part of the March
Agreement reads that: “A precise census of population will be
carried out within one year of the announcement of this
Agreement”.

As a matter of fact, steps were taken to carry out the
census. However, the government, only a few months after the
Agreement had been signed, began to implement their policy
of Arabization in certain areas of Kurdistan. A policy of
discrimination against Kurdish and Turkoman citizens was
pursued by the authorities. The agreed joint administration in
the Province of Kirkuk and the Districts of Sinjar and Khanaqin
has never been implemented by the government. These circ-
umstances did create a tense situation and distrust between
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the two sides. It was then that the government suggested that
the census be postponed. To show our goodwill and avoid
criction, KDP accepted the suggestion provided that the policy
of discrimination be abandoned and joint administration be
formed in the afore-mentioned areas. The government has
never put these into practice.

The latest government plan of “autonomy™ refers to the
population census as follows: “The region is composed of
areas where Kurds are the majority, and is delineated accord-
ing to a general census as provided for in the March
Agreement”,

The Kurdish side has agreed to the principle of population
census to determine the region of Kurdistan, provided that
the following considerations are observed:

1) That measures are taken to repatriate all the Kurds who
have been displaced since 1961, and that they shall be
considered inhabitants of their original place of domi-
cile for the purposes of the census.

2)  The administrative units created after March 11, 1970
for the purpose of reducing the area of the Kurdish
region should be disregarded.

3)  That all population alterations and other consequences
of the racialist policy of Arabization should be revoked.

4)  That ajoint administration in Kirkuk and other disputed

areas in the Provinces of Nineva (Mosul) and Diyala, and

that a calm and non-partisan atmosphere is created there
to carry out the census.

§)  That the registrations relating to the 1957 census, and

the circumstances and issues involved in the planting of

people from other parts of Iraq in Kurdistan are fully
investigated, because we are convinced that these people
have been settled there as part of the regime’s policy of
Arabization.

6)  That the census is carried out jointly between:thie KDP
and the government,

The government has proposed that the questian of-the
disputed areas in the Province of Kirkuk be resolved by mutual
consent because prevailing conditions were not conducive to
carrying out a population census. Even though all historical,
geographical, demographical and economic facts attest to the
Province of Kirkuk being a Kurdish area; and though the in-
clusion of Kirkuk within the would-be autonomous region does
not negate its being part of Iraq and does not conflict with the
existence of non-Kurds there or the enjoyment of our Turko-
man and Arab brethren of their rights, the KDP agreed to
enter negotiations with the government on that basis because
of the concem of the KDP for the interests of the country, the
rights of the Kurdish people, and the solution of this outstand-
ing question.

However, the Baath Party’s reply was that only the districts
of Chamchamal and Kalar in Kirkuk can be part of the would-
be autonomous region. Furthermore, they were not willing to
offer a clear idea of their view on the future of the districts of
Khanagin and Sinjar.

Second:

The points of disagreement concerning the formulation of the
‘aw of autonomy and the regional bodies and their powers:

I Finance

The government has insisted that the share of the would-be
autonomous region in both the National Development Plan
and the Annual General Budget should be left entirely to the
central government to determine. The standpoint of the KDP
is that the region’s share must be proportionate to the size of
region’s population to that of the country as a whole, after
taking into account funds allocated to the public sector pro-
jects of national interest and funds allocated for defence,
security and administration. The KDP thought it necessary to
pre-determine the above-mentioned share because of the
disadvantageous position of the Kurdish area as a result of its
share in the Five-Year Plans not exceeding 10% for somany
years.

2 Constitutional Checks:

The government proposal states that, “The validity of decis-
ions made by regional bodies is determined by the Court of
Appeal of Iraq through a special committee composed of the
Chief-Justice of the Court and four members he selects from
among the Courts judges for a term of three years renewable
for one term”,

The government did not accept an alternative proposal that
the validity of decisions made by regional and central bodies
be subject to supervision according to the following text: “The
Supreme Court supervises the validity of laws and decisions
made by the regional bodies, and safeguards against the making
of decisions or laws by the central authorities that contravene
the jurisdiction and powers of regional authorities in accord-
ance with the constitution and other related laws. The Supreme
Courtis composed of a Chief-Justice and six members chosen
from among prominent lawyers by the chairman of the central
and regional legislatures jointly. In the case of disagreement,
each chairman chooses three members of the court who in
turn select a Chief-Justice. In the absence of consensus among
the members-on the selection of a Chief-Justice, the Chief-
Justice of the Court of Appeal becomes the Chief-Justice of
the Supreme Court”.

It is obvious from the above-mentioned texts that the
government insists on keeping supervision on regional bodies
only and that the supervising body itself is appointed by one
party, namely the central authorities, whereas the KDP has
suggested that the supervision be on both the regional and
central bodies and that the supervising body be formed by the
two parties jointly. The KDP's suggestion is more in agreement
with laws of autonomy in various parts of the world.

3 Kurdish representation in the legislature and other import-
ant posts of the State:

The government has refused to agree to any safeguards con-
cerning the representation of the Kurdish people in a body
that enjoys genuine legislative power or concerning the app-
ointment of Kurds to important posts in the State and the
army as provided for in the March Agreement.

The KDP’s viewpoint is that a National Assembly be direc-
tly and freely elected within six months as from March 11,
1974, provided that it enjoys full legislative powers and that
representatives of the whole Iragi people participate in its
work. The KDP considers the question of an elected National
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Assembly a step towards ending the transitional period and
removing the abnormal conditions prevailing in the country.

However, the government rejected the KDP’s proposal and
was only willing to agree to a National Assembly having
extremely limited legislative powers.

The government has insisted that the would-be regional
legislature should have limited legislative powers; it also insis-
ted that decisions made by the regional legislature concerning
regional questions be subordinate to decisions made by the
central authorities.

The KDP’s viewpoint is that the regional legislature should
have the power to pass laws that concern the region or parts
thereof in accordance with the constitution.

4 The government has refused to accept the principle of the
overall supervision by regional bodies over the regional police,
security and citizenship departments; indeed the would-be
regional jurisdiction is much less than that enjoyed at present
by provincial governors.

5 The government does not accept the proposal to give power
to the autonomous authorities in respect of the departments
of justice, irrigation, local industry and regional planning in
Kurdistan.

Even though the KDP’s proposals have been quite moderate
and reasonable they have been outrightly rejected by the
Baath government.

It is worth mentioning that during the period of negotiat-
ions between representatives of the KDP and the Baath

government, the latter adopted and carried out a series of
measures that reflect the real intentions of the regime. The
regime created the 8th army division commanded by a
notorious war-criminal, Taha al-Shakarchi, and stationed it in
Kurdistan at Hawler (Arbil). Further, it dismissed for no
reason hundreds of Kurdish workers from the Iragi Company
for Petroleum Operations (the nationalized Iraq Petroleum
Company) and the Sulphur Extracting Plant in Kirkuk, from
the General Directorate of Petroleum Products in Baghdad,
and from other government departments in the other parts
of the country. It ordered the inhabitants of more than 15
Kurdish villages in Kirkuk and Hawler to evacuate their villages;
razed by military bulldozers two quarters inhabited by Kurds
in the town of Kifri; closed down the Kurdish daily “Birayati”,
and last but not least, the Revolution Command Council
announced on 24th February, 1974, a decision (no.176) out-
lawing all political organisations and activities in the country
outside the framework of the so-called “Patriotic and
Nationalist Progressive Front”,

The KDP reserves the right to adopt necessary measures to
safeguard the rights and just demands of the Kurdish people.
We ask the leadership of the Baath Party to review its arrogant
and lordly attitude towards the Kurdish people and their just
aspirations, thus saving the country and the people from
disaster and hardships. At the same time, we appeal to all
political parties and organisations in and outside Iraq to play
a positive role to avert the dangers awaiting the Kurdish and
Arab peoples and the country.

WHAT DO YOU/CALL IT?

What would you call a government which in a bi-national country like Iraq;
1. Comes to power by force and objects to elections of any type.

2. Is made up exclusively of a minority group of one nationality.

3. Discriminates in jobs and opportunities between the citizens according to their nation-
ality.
4. Declares war on the other nationality without a mandate even from its own nationality.

5. Throws half a million of the country’s citizens out of their homes and puts outsiders in
their place.

6. Imposes economic sanction against the region where the second largest nationality in the
country lives,

7. Hangs hundreds of people for breaching that inhumane sanction.
8. Employs the most sophisticated weapons and latest methods of warfare, such as phos-
phorous bombs and napalm to drop on its own civilians.
This is the present government of Iraq.
It calls itself ‘Progressive’, ‘Socialist’.

WHAT DO YOU CALL IT?




Kurdistan in the Press

THE KURDISH REVOLT

The Financial Times Tuesday August 20 1974

Oll threat is a trump card

BY GWYNNE ROBERTS

KURDISH GUERILLAS are
reportedly poised within shelling
distance of the Kirkuk oil flelds
in northern Iraq but are holding
fire for fear of Government
reprisals against the local popu-
lation,

Large Iraqi troop concentra-
tions guard the petroleum
:nstallations but latest Kurdish
=cports say the partisans have
saken the Qadir Karam hills
which rise six miles to the east
2¢ Kirkuk. This would put the
=urds within virtual artillery
range of oil fields which
orovide about 70 per cent.
{ TIrag's petroleum exports.
The Iraqi Government, however,
vchemently denied at a Press
-unference  in London  last
Triday, that the Kurds were
-inse enough to attack Kirkuk.

Such a military presence could
cresent a  serious military
snreat to Iraqi oil production.
But so far, the Kurdish partisans
Aave limited their attacks on
wirkuk to strikes against minor,
=on-arterial pipelines and equip-
ment. They have followed
explicit directives from their
leader General Mullah Mustafa
Barzani to leave major installa-
tions intact.

“The aim is not to blow up
the oil just now,” explained a
member of the Kurdish military
hureau which handles strategical
planning throughout the regions
of Irani Kurdistan controlled by

the Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP).
“The aim is to break the

army's morale but that does not
mean we are not capable of hit-
ring the fields. When the time
comes—when our leaders give
the orders, we will do it

“But we know if we do
Zamage the oil installations, the
Znvernment will not hesitate to
revenge on women and
dren,” he said. “ That is what
cur people stand to Jose”

Such a vital policy decision
<=uld only come from 70-vear-nld
“=neral Barzani who sees the
2. as the Kurds' trump card—
;2 also as a potential last
-=anrt should the war with the

Iraql central government run
unfavourably.

He knows that Kirkuk is a
particularly sensitive region and,
in effect, one of the root causes
of the present war. Its vast oil
fields produce a daily 2.1m.
barrels, The Kurds want to see

days. These mountains provided
the Kurds with a vital spring-
board for their push towards
Kirkuk.

Fighting has also concentrated
around three other axis—near
Arbil, Suleimaniya and the
4,000-man Iraqi army garrison at
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the area included in an auto-
nomous Kurdish region but
Baghdad fears Kurdish autonomy
might lead to independence and
take a substantial slice of
present revenues out of the
Iraai budget.

Fighting near Kirkuk has cost
both sides dear. Some 30
miles behind the Qadir Karam
hills, for example, lies the mas-
sive and strategically wvital
Qarahdagh  mountain  range
which the Kurds restook from
the Iragis in late July after
throwing around 3,000 partisans
into the battle. Government
forces had held it for only 15

Spilek in central Kurdistan, Over
the past few months, these
fronts have proved to be very
elastic with the Kurds often
withdrawing in the face of sus-
tained attacks from Iragi forces
supported by tanks, artillery,
missilry and jet fighters. But
then, using the elements of
surprise, the partisans have
often hit back, either re-taking
the region or increasing guerilla
warfare in the .area to unsettle
the Arab troops.

Recent months have seen the
civil war in northern Iraq reach-
ing a pitch of violence never
experienced before in Iragi

Rurdistan. Less than six-months
old, the present conflict has
easily surpassed the intensity of
fighting during the bloody
Kurdish revolt between 1961 and
1970. But there are firm signs
that the ruling Baath Party in
Baghdad is ordering army and
air force commanders to step up
military activity further during
the next two months to capitalise
on stable weather conditions
before autumn rains bog down
their war effort.

There are an estimated 90,000
troops and 5000 Kurdish mer-
cenaries  alreadv based  in
northern Iraq and KDP intell-
gence says heavy reinforcements
are being moved in from the
south. There are also indications
that the Iragi military may try
soon to carry the batile into the
heart of Traqi Kurdistan—right
into the mountain headquarters
region of General Barzani.

Rugged, snow-capped moun-
tains in this region are dotted
with the long, grey nozzles of air-
defence weaponry which make
low-level aerial assault hazardous
and infrequent, But in an air
horne atfack, nilots and para-
troopers will have to brave a
barrage of artillery fire and
thousands of Kurdish marksmen.

But while the war appears to
have been going well for the
Kurds, the Baathist-controlled
government in Baghdad seems
far from satisfied with the .
formance of its own aris:
forces. That, at least, is how
the Kurds interpret the growing
number of army deserters and
a reported purge of Iraqi Air
Force and Army commanders
which has given the Baath a
much firmer grip on the Iragi
military,

The air force is now controlled
directly by Iraqi Vice-President
Saddam Hussein, The Baath are
now likely to exert a much
firmer grip on military strategy.

This purge appears calculated
to remove any potential threat
to the Baathist powerbase within
Traq but it also shows all is not
well among the ranks of the
Iraqi armed forces.




INTERVIEW: Mulla Mustafa

Barzani

Newsweek, July 22, 1974

‘The Kurds Are Friends to Everyone’

To his 2 million followers, Mulla Mus-
tafa  Barzani is the living symbol of
Kurdish nationalism. For more than half
a century, the T0-year-old Barzani has
led the battle for his people’s rights—
first against Turkish, Iranian, Russian and
British rule, and now against Irag. An
ardent advocate of Kurdish autonomy,
he fled to Russia in 1947 and before re-
turning to his mountain homeland in
1958 was awarded the rank of major
general in the Red Army. With warfare
onee again raging between Kurdish and
Iragi forces, NEwsweek's Barry Came
journeyed to Barzani's secret headquar-
ters atop a mountain on the Iragi-Iranian
border. There the Mulla, clad in tradi-
tional garb, explained his fight for Kurd-
ish freedom.

CAME: Why have your differences with
Iraq deteriorated into open war again?

BARZANI: After nine years of fighting,
we reached an agreement in 1970 that
was supposed to guarantee our rights
within the framewaork of the Iragi repub-
lic. But the regime decided they did
not want to negotiate with us. They
decided the best way to deal with us
was to wipe us off the map. We, natural-
ly, did not agree. That is why the fight-
ing started.

Q. What are the chances of reaching a
negotiated settlement with President
Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr and the rest of the
Baghdad regime?

A. I don't see any possibility. They are
committing crimes not only against the
Kurds but against Iraqi Arabs as well
By their actions they are shortening their
lives. This regime cannot stay.

Q. On what evidence do you base your
contention that the lragi regime is not
representative?

A. We have repeatedly asked both for
a referendum on the Kurdish question
and for free elections. What we want is
for the voice of the Iraqi people to be
heard. If there were a referendum that
we were sure was fair and legitimate—if
there was some kind of international
supervision; if for instance, Kurt Wald-
heim would come—then we would be
willing to accept the results. We would
not care if it went our way or not, But
the regime is afraid to hold either 2
referendum or free elections.

Q. If this latest fighting takes on
larger dimensions than before, would the
Kurds settle for a negotiated peace?

A. T cannot answer that because it is
up to the Kurdish people to decide.
However, the more bitter the struggle,

the greater our demands are likely to be.

Q. Are you aiming at an independent
Kurdistan?

A. If there were a legitimate regime in
Baghdad, one wise enough to solve our
problems peaceably, then I am sure our
people would be ready to accept auton-
omy within Irag. If things go on like this,
however, what you mention is a possibili-
ty, especially if the West—the U.S. and
Britain—supported us.

Q. You have appealed to the West for
help. What response have you received?

A. We have received no response and
no assistance. We will go on appealing
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and trying to” get help for our people
but‘we .do not know what the response
will be, T think the-West \is"guilty of
ignoring the Kurdish problem.

Q. What can the Kurds offer the West
in return for aid?

A. We can offer the West a lot, especial-
ly if we were helped to a degree that
would allow us to control our own terri-
tory, in particular Kirkuk [the site of
Iraq’s major oil fields and a region with
heavy Kurdish population]. We also have
oil and minerals in other parts of our
country.

Q. Are you suggesting that we might see
a Kurdish offensive to take Kirkuk in the
near future?

A. If we could have the support of the
United States and Britain with their so-
phisticated weapons, why not?

Q. Given the Russian involvement in
Iraq, do you seriously expect the U.S. to
risk a confrontation with the Soviet Union
over Kurdistan?

A, There may be détente, but there is
still a struggle for influence in the region.
The regime in Baghdad has Russia be-
hind it, T don’t think it is in the interests

Ye¥

Rebel Barzani: ‘The more bitter the struggle, the greater our demands will be’

of the United States to see Iraq turn
completely pro-Russian.

Q. What will be the effect of your revo-
lution if your pleas for Western assistance
continue to go unanswered?

A. The military balance will increas-
ingly tip in favor of the al-Bakr regime.

Q. Does that mean that you have no
hope of achieving your aims?

A. No. While the regime may be re-
celving more material assistance, it is
becoming increasingly isolated from the
Iraqi people. As a result, we have the
support of both Arabs and Kurds in Iraq,
I foresee a short life for this regime.

mon Chr!s Kutsehera

Q. If you achieve your aims in Iraq will
you be willing to help the Kurds outside
Irag—in Turkey, Iran and Syria—to
achieve the same in their countries?

A. Our struggle is limited to the aims
of the Kurds within Irag. Everyone is
responsible for his own home. Our home
is Iragi Kurdistan and we are responsible
only for that.

Q. | believe there is an old Kurdish prov-
erb that states, ‘The Kurds have no
friends’ Do you agree with that kind of
sentiment?

A. The proverb itself is a kind of criti-
cism of others. We have always been
struggling and asking for help and no-
body has answered, I think things have
not changed much, One should add a
line to the proverb, however: ‘The Kurds
have no friends but they are friends to
everyone.”

Q. You have been fighting personally for
Kurdish nationalism for almost all of your
life. When you look back, do you have any
regrets? Is there anything you would do dif-
ferently if you had the chance?

A. I am a practical man, I cannot re-
gain my youth so, really, there is not
much point in talking about it.



Extract from The Times, London. 31 Aug. 1974

72,000 Kurdish refugees
taking shelter in Iran

From Our Correspondent

Teheran, Aug 30

Although good nrgamzatlon
and order are apparent in the
Kurdish refugee camps set up
by the Iranmian Red Lion and
Sun Society in western Iran, the
inside story is not very dliferent
from-the usual accounts coming
out of such camps—children
without parents, young brides
without hushands and old men
whose sons have stayed behind
to fight for Kurdish freedom.

“We walked for nine days
before reaching the Iranian bor-
der and the sight of the Iranian
flag was the hapniest moment
in my life”, Mrs Halimeh
Samad said. She fled to Iran
with her four children after her
husband had " been killed by
Iraqi soldiers.

Mrs Samad was sitting in
front of her tent at Ziveh, one
of the four camps set up near
Rezaieh in West Azarbaijan.
She comes from the village of
Heyran-Nazarin in the Iraqi
Kurdistan. Her son, who is 18,
said that a Sukhoi aircraft had
been dropping napalm on their
village.

These children have seen so
much war and bombing that
they have acquired a consider-
able knowledge of what weat
on round them,

The Kurds fleeing from the
Iraqis began entering Iran late
in March and there has been
no sign of any subsiding of the
inflow. Already there are more
than 72,000 Kurdish refugees in
Iran. Jt is estimated that before

long the number will be close

to 500,000.

They have to be looked after.
by the authorities as most of
them lost al! their belongings

The Kurdish refugees are
living in 12 camps in the pro-
vinces of West Azarbaijan,
Kurdistan and Kermanshah.
Our ‘Ankara = Correspondent
writes : The Iraq Government
executed 20 Kurdish nationalists
in Baghdad on Wednesday,
according to a Voice of Kurdis-
tan broadcast monitored in
Eastern Aczatolia last uiight.

Extract from The Evening Standard, London. 4 Sept. 1974

Kurds

flee

from Iraqi
bomb raids

From LESLIE MURPHY

KERMANSHAH, Iran.—More than 80,000 Kurds fleeing
lragi-bombing raids have streamed into a dozen refugee
camps ‘established by Iran along its 450-mile Western

border.

Iran’s Red Cross organisation,
called the Red Lion and Sun
Soclety,.says that the num-
bers mow crossing the no-
man’s land border region
have increased to 7000 a day
after intensified shelling and
straffing of their .mountain
villages,

International journalists in
Teheran for the Asian Games
were flown-to t,he refugee camg

as part of an Iranian mov
call world Mb&ntion to the mag-
nitude of the problem.

Bitter dispute

The government last week
announced an allocation of £40
million for the care of refugees—
mainly women, children and old
men—including the construction
of small townships to protect
them from the bitter winter.

Teheran newspapers have also
published editorials criticising an
allezed lack of interest shsown by
the International Red Cross and
the United Nations High Com-
mission for refugees (UNHCR) in
the situation.

The refugee problem, described
by the Teheran Journal as one
of the worst the Middle East has
known in recent years, arises
from a long and bitter chs?u
betwean the Arab rulers of Iraq

and the Kurds who are seeking

autonomy for their mountainous
homeland in the north of Iraq.

The Kurds have rejected
government proposals for limited
self-rule,

. Neighbouring states are watch-
ing conflict clesely, partly
because of a flood of Soviet
military equipment into the
country.

Red Lion and Sun Society
officials, concerned over a pos-
sible Bangladesh-scale refugee
influx, said Iran had coped with
it alone for the past eight months
but the flow was now reaching
the level where it would need
help. :

The Society's special repre-
sentative for refugees, Dr Sohrab
Shaybani, accused Irag of
sysbemmc shelling and bombing

to force its Kurdish population,
numbering over 2,000,000, across
the border into Iran.

Asked if zh.e refugee problem
increased the dangers of a clash
with Imaq, Dr Shaybani said he
hoped not but that Iran had
strong enough border forces, plus
its Air Force, to deal with any
provocation,

A series of minor border
clashes has taken place between
Iranian and Iraqi forces in recent
weeks, inclwding a six-hour
maortar ba,ttla, and Iraq has com-
Eﬂ an Iranian troop

uld-up m the area.

Dr Shaybani said Iran was the
g&y mmi‘% hadm{medm

ugees, Tu [¢ its
border to them. (Reuter.)



Extract from Irish Times Dublin, 3rd Sept, 1974

12,000 Kurds flee
Iraqi bomb attacks

DESPITE THE superb organi-
sation and order apparent at
the Kurdish refugee camps set
p by the Iran Red Lion and
Sun Society in western Iran, the
inside story is not that much
different from ths usual
accounts coming out of such
camps—children without their
parents, young brides without
their husbands and old men
whose sons have stayed behind
to carry the banner for the
freedom of the Kurds,

“We walked for nine days before
reaching the Iranian border and
the sight of the Iranian flag was
the happiest moment in my life,”
Mrs, Halimeh Samad who fled to
the safety of Iran with her four
children after her husband was
killed by the Iraqi soldiers said,
while sitting in frony of her tent
at Ziveh, one of the four camps set
up by the Red Lion and Sun
Society near Rezaieh in west Azar-
baijan. She is from the village of
Heyran-Nazanin in Iragq’s Kurdis-
tan and her 16-years-old som says
that the planes dropping napaim
on their village was a Sukhoi-7.
These children has seen so much
war and bombing that they have
acquired a considerable knowledge
of what went on around them.

_The Kurds fleeing from the atro-
cities of the Iraqgis started coming
into Iran late last March and there
has been no sign of subsiding of
the immigration. Already there are
‘more than 12,000 of them in Iran.
It is estimated that before long
there will be near 500,000 refugees
who have to be looked after by
the authorities. Most of these un-
fortunate people arrived in Iran
after having lost all their belong-
ings and relatives in bombing raids
carried out by the lragi planes
which made them leave the home-
fand which brings tears to their
eyes when they mention it.

Mr. Ahmad Ghadar, who now
lives in Agh-Bolagh camp. ..,s
the Ba'thists are wasting their
energy because “the Kurds in Irag
are fighting for the freedom of
their homeland and against the fas-
cist regime in Baghdad.” He adds
that what the Kurds redlly want is
to be self-reliant with full control
of their internal affairs and with
no-one imposing his will upon
tHem. “The recent amnesty offered
to the Kurdish freedom fighters by
Baghdad is a sure sign that the
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One of the refugee camps for Tragi Kurds set up in western Iran as a result of the recentl:
renewed fighting between Kurdish irregulars and Iragi Government forces. .
—(UP.L wirepicture

Ba'thist regime is weak. The whole
idea of the amnesty is ridiculous to
us because we do not believe we
have committed any crime or mis-
take to deserve amnesty, The
Kurds simply demand their basic
human rights.”

Mr, Ghadar, who has been
elected by the others at the camp
to co-ordinate the running of the
camp with the loca) officials, says
that when he was a student at
university he had a classmate

. named Saddam Hussain Takriti,

now the Ba'thist's strongman in
Baghdad, *Even in those days
Saddam Hussain was an abnor-
mally nervous man who would
blow his fop for the slightest
teasons. His most obvious shnrg
coming was that he was extreme
rash in making decisions and hi
tory has shown. that anyone like

that is bound to fail badly i¥ ad | colla
* with the local authorities in charge

politics,” Mr, Ghadar said,
Praising General Mulla Mustafa

Barzani, Mr. Ghadar said that the
Kurdish leader had tried his best
to solve the differences through
peacefu] means, “but when thht
failed the order went out for war."

The Kurdish refugees have been
living in 12 camps set up for them
by the Red Lion and Sun Society
in west Azarbaijan, Kurdistan and
Kermanshahan  provinces.  The
camps all have schools where the
children could study and play-
grounds where they could play
football and other games.

In addition to various workshops
where the refugees could engage
in carpet weaving and. other similar
crafts, each camp has its own ¢linic
in addition to surgery, dentistry and
maternity units.  The internal
affairs of the camps are carried
out by the Kurds themselves who
have even established their "own
administrative staff in collaboration

of the camps.

Yot

In the vicinity of Rezaieh, four
camps have been established
Ziveh, Agnbolagh, Valivan and
Kalteh-Sardasht which can house 2
total of 28,000 refugees. To safe.
guard the refugees in the col
seasons, two towns that were origi-
nally planned in the context of the
national fifth development plan fo:
provincial development of wes:
Azarbaijan have been speeded ur
so that they would be complete
before the winter season. Eact
town will house the refugees from
two of these camps and the cos
of these two towns is expected ¢
be around one billion rials (arounc
£6 mitlion,

There will be 50-room blocks it
these towns with each room hous
ing one family who will eno:
such benefits like running water
electricity and baths—(Times Ser
vice.)



Extract from Scotsman, Edinburgh. 4 Sept. 1974

60,000 Kurds flee

into Iran

KERMANSHAH (Tran),
Tuesday. — More than 80,000
Kurds fleeing JIraqi bombing
raids have streamed into a dozen

refugee camps established by !

Iran along her 450-mile western
border.

Iran's Red Cross organisation,
valled the Red Lion and Sun
Society, ay that the numbers
now crossing the no-man'sland
border region have increased to
7000 a day because of intensified
shelling and strafing of their
mountain villages.

Forelgn journalists in Teheran

for the Asian Games were flown
to the refugee camps as part of
an Iranian move to call world
attention to the magnitude of the
problem,
. The Government last week
announced an allocation of $100
million (£40 millior.) for the care
of refugees — mainly women,
children and  old men -
Including the constructlon of
small townships to protect them
from the bitter winter,

Teheran newspapers have pub-
lished editorials criticising an
alleged lack of inferest shown by
the Tnternational Red Cross and
the United Nations High Commis-
slon for Refugees.

The refugee prohlem  Thas
arisen from a long and bitter dis-
nute between the Arab rulers of
Iraq and the Kurds, who are
secking autonomy fer their moun-
tainous homeland in the North.
The Kurds have rejected Govern.
me{nt proposals for limited self.
rule,

Red Lion and Sun Soclety offi-
clals, concerned over a possible
Bangladesh-scale refugee influx,
said the Iran had coped with the
prohlem alone for the past eight
months hut that the flow was
now reaching the level where she
would need help.

The society's special repre:
sentative for refugees, Dr Sohrah
Shavhani, accused Traq of syste-
mati¢c shelling and hombing to
force the Kurdish population,
numbering over two million,
across the border into Iran.

Iran was the only country
assisting the refugees, he said.
Turkey had closed her border 1o
them,

More than.60 per cent of "the
refugees in the canps are said to
be children undér 157 the rest
mainly women. Dr Shaybani 2sti-
mated that at least-20:000 smors
Kurds had taken refuge in Iran
withou! yet finding their way to
the camps.

Tran allowed <voung Kurdish
fighters who crossed the border
to visit” their, families. to carty
back medical eguipment, bane
dages. drugs and food. Dr Shay-

hani said. He strongly denied sug-

gestions that Iran was providing
arms or training to the Kurdish
guerrillas,

The Red Lion and Sun Society
have provided running water,
food and specialised medical faci-
Lities at the refugee camps which
are in sparsely populated and
largely barren areas dominated
by mountains. — Reuter,

Extract from The Times, London. 18 Sept. 1974

Kurdish rebels
‘closing in’ on
Iraq oil centre

Beirut, Sept. 17.—Kurdish
rebel forces of General Musta-
pha Barzani’s mountain army

were reported to  have
launched a counter-offensive
today against -Iraq regular

troops. Arab World, a Beirut-
based daily digest of Middle
Eastern affairs, quoted un-
named sources close tp the
Kurds as saying that the offen-
sive began on three fronts last
Sunday.

The heaviest action was said
to be in the neighbourhood of
Kirkuk, Iraq’s main oil-produc-
ing centre, 160 miles north of
Baghdad. Arab World quoted
its sources as saying that the
Pesh Merga, General Barzani’s
guerrilla force of 20,000, was
“closing .in on Kirkuk’s oil
installations and has already
set oil well No 123, near the
city, on fire

Action on the two other
fronts was said to be centred
on Ranieh and Qalat Dezai,
close to the Iranian border,
and on the town of Rawanduz,

near the Turkish frontier. All
three towns were overrun by

Iraq tanks in a two-pronged
offensive last August.

Irag’s Government-controlied
press has since been insisting
that the rebels were cornered
helplessly in a narrow moun.
tainous strip in northernmost
Iraq and that General Barzani’s
revolt was collapsing,

Arab World quoted Kurdish
sources as saying that the Iraq
Army’s late sammer offensive
had been blunted and the two
armoured divisions involved
were retreating along a 70-mile
front.. No Iraq Government
comment was immediately
available.

Last week, Iran said that 15
villagers were killed in air
attacks across the border by
Iraqi aircraft striking at
retreating Kurdish rebels. Ira
has repeatedly accused Iran o
helping the Kurds, who want
autonomy in northern Iraq and
a share of the country’s oil
revenues.—AP,



Extract from The Times, London. 7 Sept. 1974

THE SUFFERINGS OF THE KURDS

While the world’s attention has
been concentrated on the
military operations in Cyprus,
fighting just as fierce and much
more prolonged has been in
orogress in Iraqi Kurdistan. The
[rag Government offensive which
has been in progress since early
August is generally agreed to be
-he biggest ever launched against
‘he Kurdish autonomists led by
seneral Mustafa Barzani. Accord-
ng to Radio Baghdad, “revolu-
dionary Iraq has finally and un-
:quivocally decide to liquidate
‘his treasonous clique ” and is
‘ prepared to face all eventuali-
des and consequences regardless
f the price”. According to
Kurdish sources 90,000 regular
troops and 30,000 reservists are
nvolved on the government
side as well as hundreds of Soviet-
made tanks and bombers —
Tupolevs, Sokhoys and Migs. On
‘he Kurdish side are some 60,000
Pesh Merga (“those who face
leath *)—irregular forces with
ly light weapons and a few old
inti-aircraft guns and field pieces.

The great advantages of the
Kuris zre the traditional ones
f a mountain people defending
its homeland : knowledge of the
terrain and consequent mobility,
:ombined with extraordinary phy-

sical toughness and moral deter-
mination. Even so, they admit
that the present offensive is the
severest test to which these
qualities have ever been put.
Vice-President Saddam Husain
Takriti, the “ strong man * of the
Iraqi Baathist regime, has clearly
made up his mind to “solve®
the Kurdish problem once and
for all, and not to be deterred
by the heavy losses which a regu-
lar army is bound to suffer when
it makes a frontal attack on a
mountain stronghold.

The Kurds have had to fall
back as the government troops
penetrated into areas where they
had never ventured before, using
earth-moving equipment to clear
a passage for their tanks and
covering their operations with
day-and-night shelling. At the

same time the civilian popula-.

tion of General-Barzani’s “liber-
ated area ” has been driven from
its villages by intensive bombing,
Some crops have been destroyed
and many more have simply not
been planted because the farmers
were hidingin the hills. This may
well result in a serious famine
by the end of the winter. Already
the population is suffering
severely from lack of shelter and
adequate medical. resources.

Seventy-two thousand refugees
have already crossed the border
into Iran, and many more are
likely to do so if the bombing
continues. The Shah of Iran, who
has been giving discreet support
to the Kurds for some time, is
now apparently being drawn
further into the conflict. Clashes
between Iranian and Iragi border
guards were reported last week.
These were presented by Iraq as
“ the Iranian regime’s attempt to
save the clique of its agent
Mullah Mustafa *. An alternative
explanation is that the Iraqi
regime provoked them in order
to make the war look more like
a defensive struggle against Iran
and so make it more acceptable
to the Traqi population.

Vice-President Husain  has
about two months left in which
to crush General Barzani’s forces
before snow makes large-scale
fighting in Kurdistan impossible.
The Kurds are confident that he
will fail, and that this will destroy
his credit both with the Iraqi
armed forces and with the Soviet
Union which has so far sup-
ported him = generously. But
whether he succeeds or fails, yet
another international relief effort
is going to be needed to help the
suffering Kurdish civilians.

Extract from The Times, London. 14 Sept. 1974

Scale of suffering
in Kurdistan

From Dr Ibraheem Kareem
Sir, The present war in Iraqi Kurdis-
tan is the most violent in the history
of our people. We are only very
grateful to The Times for drawing
the attention of the British public
and the world opinion to a human
disaster which may well end in the
destruction of the Kurdish nation.
The “lucky” 72,000 refugees in
Persian camps are only one
twentieth of a population, the resi
of which are hiding between rocks
in mountains or inside deep caves
under appalling sanitary conditions.
The food in many parts of Kurdistan
consists mainly of tea and bread;
child mortality is around 35 per cent
and endemic diseases are rife. While
there are miore than eighty qualified
doctors, some with 'British post
graduate qualifications and training.
the shortage of drugs and surgical
equipment puts them in a desperate
situation.

In a war as vicious as the Kurdis-
tan war, the need for a humani.
tarian’ non-political organization like
Kurdistan Red Crescent is cssential
but it can only fulfil its role by
help from outside. We stress the
point that the degree of human
suffering in Kurdistan due to the
war and lack of medical services
is beyond being a local problem.

As the present medical services
are not able to carry on for long
without outside help, it is becoming
the direct responsibility of inter-
national and national medical and
charity organizations all over the
world. It is for them now to carry
out their duties and applv their
humanitarian principles to our
people. A world-wide relief apera-
tion is an absolute necessity before
it is too late. . . . Please help us.
Yours faithfully,

IBRAHEEM KAREEM
European Liaison Committee,
Kurdistan Red Crescent Society,
PO Box 668, SW5.



Photo Lord Kilbracken, Camera Press, London.

A Pesh Merga wears a gas mask near battlefront at Goli Ali Beg.
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